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As the front-line commander, all eyes are on you. Ask your

soldiers to do something silly and you can expect a mutiny.

But with every battle you win, their morale gets better.

Bringing a whole new meaning to survival of the fittest.

How far are you willing to go to keep your men alive? There are
no rule books. No how-to guides. You've got to use your head,
improvise, and change your tactics at a moment’s notice. Are

you up for the challenge?

As the war drags on, the technology gets better. You can choose
between rocket artillery, off-map artillery, flamethrowers and
80 different vehicles, to name just a few. Not to mention over

300 squad types and 60 different kinds of soldiers.

1941 to 1945. Four grueling years of war. Four dramatically different

seasons. From mind-numbingly cold winters to impossible-to-budge

‘muddy springs. Every weather change comes with a new set of

problems. You won’t make it if you aren’t prepared.

Take your troops from the open field tundra to Berlin. Maps are’
bigger and based on actual aerial photographs with amazingly
accurate elevation detail. The maps may be historic, but the

outcome of the war is unwritten. Will history repeat itself?

o ,
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Day one. You’re a low-ranking commander. But keep your

troops from fleeing or getting killed and you’ll soon find ‘
yourself advancing in rank and commanding more units. - www.microsoft.com/games/closecombat
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A Powerful Work of Art from the Vletnam Veterans Memorial Fund

The Official Vietnam Veterans Gollector Knife

A minted medal,
set into the reverse §
of the handle,

B I"]E‘r F i / tonlg e # i bears the emblem

| of Franklin Mint
g Collector Knives.

Un-,

Shown approximately _
actual size of 73/4" (19.69 cm).

Limited Edition.
Crafted to the highest standards,
with a minted medallion depicting the
compelling Vietnam Veterans Memaorial Sculpture.

To all those Americans who made the ultimate sacrifice in

Vietnam, and to those who returned home without the A Limited Edition Collector Knife.

heroes’ welcome they so justly deserved, a stirring tribute Please mail by May 31, 1999,

—an historic collector knife issued by the Vietnam

Veterans Memorial Fund. Franklin Mint Collector Knives

THE OFFICIAL VIETNAM VETERANS COLLEGTOR KNIFE. Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001

With an original, full-color illustration by military artist Please enter my order for The Official
Jim Dietz, featuring a squadron of “Huey” choppers bringing in reinforce- Vietnam Veterans Collector Knife.
ments to the battlefield. The bolsters are precision cast and richly accented | need SEND NO MONEY NOW. | will be billed
in sterling silver. Mounted to one bolster, a representation of the Vietnam $37.50* when my knife is ready to be sent.
Service Ribbon; to the other, a medallion depicting Frederick Hart's com-  INSGUSURGUCyIge /o ilay
pelling Vietnam Veterans Memorial Sculpture, minted in solid bronze. With “Plus my staté sales tax and

3.95 for sh d handling.
blade of stainless steel, and grips that match the look and feel of real rubber RS A R

The entire edition is forever
limited to just 45 casting days.
Complete with its own padded
and zippered case. Just $37.50.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
If you wish to return any Franklin
Mint purchase, you may do so
within 30 days of your receipt of
that purchase for replacement,
credit or refund.

SIGNATURE

ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE.

MR/MRS/MISS

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

ADDRESS —  APT.#

CITY

STATE

TELEPHONE# ()

Frankhn Mint cg”e(‘:tgr Knives' Sculpture © F.E. HART and V.V.M.F. 1984. S s
Perfecting A Collecting Tradition. 8 THE FRANKLIN MINT




Scale Pewter

Soldiers
JD?EB!RJN True 10mm
FINIATURES 1:160 Scale
THE GETTYSBURG RANGE  N:-Scale
American Civil War
INFANTRY 35 Softhat, blanket, Firing 124 Soft-hat, Pistol
1 Kepi, Backpack, Marching 36 Softhat, blanket, Cmd 125 Soft-hat, Cmd
2 Kepi, Backpack, Advancing 71  Zouaves, Fez, Marching 141 Dismtd, Kepi, Firing Carbine
3 Kepi, Backpack, Charging 76 Zouaves, Fez, Cmd 142 Dismtd, Kepi. Kneeling
4 Kepi, Backpack, Loading 82 Zouaves, Strawhat, Advancing 143 Dismtd, Kepi, Horseholder
5  Kepi, Backpack, Firing 86 Zouaves, Strawhat, Cmd 151 Dismtd, Softhat, Firing
6  Kepi, Backpack, Cimd ARTILLERY 152 Dismtd, Softhat, Kneeling
12 Kepi, Blanket, Advancing 201 Napoleon Gun 153 Dismtd, Softhat, Horseholder
13 Kepi, Blanket, Charging 202 Rifled Gun GENERALS
14 Kepi, Blanket, Loading 221 Gunners in Kepi 301 Mitd General & staff, kepi
15 Kepi, Blanket, Firing 222 Gunners in Softhat 302 Mtd General & staff , softhat
16  Kepi, Blanket, Cmd 241 2 Limbers each with 2 Horses =~ CASUALTIES
22 Iron Brigade, Advancing 242 6 Limber Horses 401 8 dead men (casualties)
23 Iron Brigade, Charging CAVALRY 402 8 dead horses
24 Iron Brigade, Loading 101 Kepi, Sabre at Ready 403 2 Wrecked guns and limbers
25 Iron Brigade, Firing 102 Kepi, Waving Sabre SPECIAL
26  Iron Brigade, Cmd 103 Kepi, Carbine 500 Breakthrough Markers
31  Softhat, blanket, Marching 104 Kepi, Pistol 700 Union Infantry Starter Corps
32 Softhat, blanket, Advancing 105 Kepi, Cmd 701 Rebel Infantry Starter Corps
33 Softhat, blanket, Charg—ing 122 Soft-hat, Wavi.ng Sabre SO HOR MODH. RATRSASRG
34 Softhat, blanket, Loading 123 Soft-hat, Carbine R MINIATORE WARCAMING
What's in a Bag? Perrin Miniatures
All regular bags $5 US ($7 Cdn.) (Fulfilled by True North Productions)
24 foot, 12 mtd or 6 guns. PO Box 1106
Infantry Corps starter bags $20 US ($28 Cdn.) Williams Bay, WI 53191 USA
120 foot, assorted poses. (414) 245-1734 fax ¢ dperrin@mag?7.com

“The Wallistreet of Collectibles’

We put the Fun back in Collecting!

We offer 9 auctions a year with
5 Auction Catalogs in each auction.

This 1855 pattern
Cavalry “Hardee Hat’-

. 1st Regiment of
Dragoons. A rare
find, available in
our current
auction #197,
starting at $6,500.00.

GermanHistarial Calleoiles
=V ‘

Also available on the internet, you can
bid on any of our 5 catalogs in the next
6 auctions for only $20.00. - =&

P.O. Box 12214 » Kansas City, Kansas 66112 » Phone 913-299-6692 (Fax 913-299-6792)
internet address: www.manions.com e-mail address: collecting@manions.com
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120Clock High ~ 11/97 $23.99  Carrier 12/94 $28.99  Hitler's War 12/94 $16.99  Pacific War 12/94 $39.99  War of 1812 otres $3499 | ‘AXIS & ALLIES’ As one of the world powers battling
1864 Year of Decision 10/98 $29.99  Central America 01/95 $22.99  IDF(Israeli Def Forc) 12/94 $31.99  Panzer Leader 12/94 $26.99  War of the Rebellon  04/98 $28.99 | for supremacy in 1942, you spearhead your country’s
1944 Second Front ~ 12/94 $20.99  Challenge Lion Lord  09/96 $25.99  Invasion Norway 08/96 $32.99  Panzer Zug 09/98 $12.99  We the People 12/94 $34.99 | military drive. Decide where, when, and how to strike.
4 Battles Anc. World 0195 $21.99  Chancellorsville 12/94 $32.99  Invasion: Sicily 05/98 $2499  Panzerblitz 12/94 $18.99  West Front 12/94 $44.99 | Will it be by submarine, infantry or air? If you're a bril-
A Winter War 02/95 $39.99  Cirous Maximus 12/94 $1199  Jena 10/96 $36.99  Patton's Best 12/94 $21.99  Wooden Ships Iron Meni2/04 $21.99 | liant military strategist, a prudent economist and an
Aachen 11/95 $19.99  Civil War 12/94 $21.99  Knights of the Air  12/94 $19.99  Quebec 1759 09/95 $32.99  World War One 09/95 $11.99 | astute politician, you'll lead your nation to victory.
Aces High 12/94 $19.99  Colonial Diplomacy ~ 01/95 $44.99  Korean War 12/94 $19.99  Quests of Round Table 10/96 $16.99  Zorndorf 03/96 $38.99 | Hasbro (PC) PC CD $39 gg
Across 5 Aprils 12/94 $23.99  Command Decision  09/98 $29.99  Krieg! 08/96 $36.99  Raid on Richmond  05/95 $21.99 Milton Bradley (BG) ¥
Advanced Civilization 12/94 $28.99  Grimson Skies 11/98 $29.99  L'Armee du Nord 11/94 $39.99  Raid on St. Nazaire ~ 12/94 $24.99 Advanced Squad Leader War Board Game $42 gg
Advanced Third Reich 12/84 $41.99  Crisis Sinai1973  00/95 $32.99 LaBatad'Albuera  08/95 $34.99  Rebels & Redcoats 10r205/95 $2699  Advanced Squad Leader12/o4 $42.99 | Release: NOW 3
Afrika Korps 12/94 $19.99  D-Day 12/94 $19.99  La Bata d'Espagnol 08/95 $42.99  Richtofen's War 12/94 $21.99  Battle of Bulge 03/98  $9.99
Age of Renaissance  12/96 $44.99  Damn the Torpedoes 05/96 $21.99  LaBatade Corunna  09/95 $34.99  Rise of Luftwaffe 01/95 $24.99  Berlin 11/97  $21.99
Air Baron 07/96 $28.99  Dark Horizon Notice Term09/98 $19.99  La Bata de Ligny 04/95 $44.99  Rise of the Red Army 06/98 $17.99  Beyond Valor 02/95 $34.99
Air Bridge to Victory  02/95 $22.99  Dark Horizon: Escape 01/97 $38.99  LaBatade M St. Jean 03/95 $32.99  Risk 03/96 $34.99  Code of Bushido 12/94 $34.99
Air Force Combo 03/98 $29.99  Days of Decision 12/96 $35.99  La Bataille de Eckmuhl 04/98 $49.99  Risk 2042 Expansion 10/98 $26.99  Croix de Guerre 12/94  $31.99
Alexander at Tyre 04/95 $18.99  Decision in France 09/96 $19.99  La Bataille de Lutzen 05/98 $56.99  Rolling Thunder 09/95 $22.99  Doomed Battalion 10/98  $38.99
Alexanders Generals  01/95 $32.99  Deluxe Diplomacy 12/94 $44.99  Last Blitzkrieg 03/95 $24.99  Rommel in the Desert 01/95 $29.99  Gung Ho 12/94 $41.99
Ancient Empires 01/95 $29.99  Desert Fox Deluxe 12/96 $29.99  Lee Takes Command 03/95 $24.99  Rommel's Battles 11/96 $19.99  Hedgerow Hell 12/94 $21.99
Antietam Campaign ~ 08/96 $25.99  Die Hanse 11/96 $46.99  Legend Begins Afrika 4101/95 $21.99  Russia At War 10/96 $26.99  Hollow Legions 12/94 $21.99
Anzio 01/95 $19.99  Eagle Empire Borodino 11/95 $32.99  Leningrad 03/96 $12.99  Russian Campaign 12/94 $19.99  Kampfgruppe Peiper 1 12/94 $29.99
Army of the Heartland 07/96 $42.99  Eagle Kingdoms 09/96 $16.99  Light Division 09/95 $22.99  Saratoga 06/98 $24.99  Kampfgruppe Peiper 2 12/94 $32.99
Atlantic Storm 04/98 $24.99  Eagles Empire Friedin 09/95 $34.99  Line in the Sand 01/95 $24.99  Second Front 02/98 $99.99  Last Hurrah 12/94  $17.99 &
Autumn of Glory 12/94 $24.99  Eagles of Empire Eylau 10/96 $34.99  Lionheart 10/97 $35.99  Settlers of Catan 11/96 $29.99  Late War 44-45 03/98 $10.99 - S e A =
Avalanche: Invsn Itly  01/95 $27.99 Efistem Front2nd Ed  12/94 $48.99  London's Burning 02/96 $28.99  Settlers of Catan Exp. 12/97 $28.99  Leatherneck 09/96  $9.99 ‘WE THE PEOPLE’ You lead the fledgling forces of the
B-17 12/94 $21.99  Eighth AF Dlown Flames09/96 $36.99  Longest Day 01/95 $66.99  Seven Days Battle 03/98  $24.99 Paraltrooper 02/95 $21.99 Continental Army, playing your strategy cards to move
Balkan.Fronlt 02/95 $32.99  Emperors First Battls  05/96 $29.99 Longst»reet‘s Assault  01/95 $24.99 Sher\uck Holmes Crd Gm06/96 $14.99  Partisan ) 12/94 $17.99 your troops or gain political control over the colonies,
Barbarian Kingdom ~ 10/95 $27.99  Emperors of Europe  05/96 $32.99  Lost Victory 01/95 $23.99  Siege of Jerusalem 12/94 $27.99  Pegasus -Bndge 03/97 $26.99 while your opponent deploys the British forces.
Barbarossa Army Grp S04/97 $45.99  Empire Builder 03/96 $28.99 ~Mac Arthurs Return ~ 01/95 $34.99  Sink the Bismarck 12/94 $26.99  Red Barricades 12/94  $26.99 .
Battle Dresden 1813 11/95 $24.99  Empire of Rising Sun  11/95 $41.99  Machiovelli 01/96 $28.99  Spitfire 05/96 $23.99  Ruweisat Ridge 11/98  $21.99 Avalon Hill (StrateQV) $34 99
Battle Mist 10/08 $42.99  Empires at War 01/95 $3299  Maharaja 12/94 $23.99  Squad Leader 12/94 $25.99  Shanley's Hill 0598 so499 | Release: NOW £
Battle for Ardennes  02/97 $26.99  Empiresin Arms  12/94 $33.99  Main Battle Area 01/95 $22.99  Stonewall Jackson Way12/94 $27.99  Solo Rules 0995 s20.99 | Board Game
Battle for Germany 08/96 $12.99  EuroFront 11/96 $29.99  Main Battle Tank 12/94 $23.99  Stonewall in Valley 05/95 $29.99  Those Rag Blood Heroes10/98 $22.99
Battle for N Africa 03/97 $34.99  Europe at War 2nd Ed. 09/96 $41.99  March to Victory 05/98 $79.99  Stonewalls Last Battle 08/96 $27.99  Yanks 12/94  $31.99 ! ‘STONEWALL'S LAST BAT-
Battle of Alma 05/96 $27.99  Famous Victory 05/98 $32.99  Mare Nostrum 08/98 $52.99  Storm Ovr Arnhem Foli 12/94  $12.99 ; TLE' Recreate Stonewall
Battie of the Bulge ~ 03/95 $19.99  Feudal 12/94 $29.99  Med Front 09/95 $32.99  Sun Never Sets 02/97 $34.99 Axis & Allies Jackson’s amazing feats at
BattleMist Moon Tamar 11/98  $19.99  Field Command 02/97 $29.99  Mid-East Peace 09/95 $16.99  Tac Air 12/94 $24.99  Axis & Allies 11/94  $42.99 Chancellorsville fighting
Battles Anc. World 2 05/96  $29.99  Fields of Glory 01/97 $39.99  Midway 12/94 $24.99  Texas Revolution 05/96 $18.99  Central Powers 10/96  $31.99 “Fighting Joe” Hooker’s Union
Battles Forgotten War 04/97 $41.99  Fire in the East 02/95 $56.99  Mississippi Fortress  11/94 $29.99  The '45 02/96 $26.99  Dateline WwW2 01/98 $14.99 forces. Includes the bonus
Battles of Alexander ~ 11/94 $33.99  Firepower 12/94 $26.99  Mississippi Queen 11/98 $34.99  They Met At Gettysburg03/97 $31.99  Max's Adv Rules 02/95 $10.99 scenario: Brandy Station, the
Battles of Waterloo 11/94 $38.99  First Arakan 05/97 $19.99  Mustangs 12/94 $19.99  Third Reich 12/94 $24.99  Max's Adv Rules 2 10/97  $4.99 first  large-scale cavalry
Bells of War 05/98 $42.99  Flashpoint: Golan 12/94 §$36.99  NATO 12/94 $15.99  Thirty Years War Quad 02/96 $29.99  Mid East Combat 03/95 $16.99 engagement of the Civil War.
Bitter Woods 08/98 $25.99  Flat Top 12/94 $38.99  Napoleon Waterloo Cmp01/95 $34.99  Thunder at Cassino ~ 12/94 $21.99  Plastic Minis 12/94  $25.99 Avalon Hill (Civil War)
Blind Justice 01/95 $20.99  Flight Leader 12/94 $24.99  Napoleon at Leipzig ~ 03/96 $31.99  Thunderin' Guns 11/96 $22.99  Plastic Minis 2 05/96  $25.99 ) Release: NOW
Blocks of War 06/98 $32.99  For The People 08/98 $43.99 Napoleon on Danube 12/94 $24.99  Turning PtStalingrad 12/04 $25.99  WW2'39-'45 12/94 $38.99 ; : Board Game
Blood Berets 02/95 $29.99  France 1944 12/94 $12.99  Napoleon's Battles 12/94 $28.99  Twilight War 10/98 $16.99  WW2 Expansion 1 12/94  $14.99
Blood on the Snow ~ 02/97 $22.99  Gettysburg 12/94 $17.99  Napoleon's First Battle 03/98 $25.99  Typhoon! 1941 11/95 $37.99  WW2 Expansion 2 11/94  $20.99
Bloodst Day Antietam 09/95 $29.99  Give Me Liberty 04/95 $22.99  Napoleon's Last Battle 04/96 $25.99  Valmy to Waterloo 11/95 $31.99  WW2 Expansion 3 12/94 $37.99 ‘HANNIBAL You are a
Blue & Gray 10/95 $25.99  Glory 04/96 $29.99  Napoleonic Wars Exp 111/95  $9.99  Victory at Waterloo ~ 09/96  $21.99 -,
Bobby Lee Amer CW  12/94 $39.99  Golan to Sinai 09/95 $19.99  Napoleons Later Batls 12/94 $24.99  Victoryin Europe  01/95 $14.99 Harpoon Carthaginian ~ player,
Bodyguard Overlord ~ 05/97 $29.99  GreatWaratSea  09/9 $36.99  Nation on Tria 08/98 $19.99  Victoryin Normandy 02/95 $11.99  GCounter Set toro7 $10.00, |BEUIEAEGSOIRANTIESE
Bold Stroke 11/96 $29.99  GreatWarinAfrica  06/98 $12.99  Nation on Trial Bugles 08/98 $19.99  VolgaFront 10/95 $19.99  Data Annex 0197 $18.99 elephantﬁ AL
Borodino 41 09/95 $26.99  Guadalcanal 12/94 $28.99  Naval War 12/04 $989 WW2 Pacific Theatre 09/85 $32.99 HapoonBoxSet  11/06 $dz.09 | AJainst the mighty Rome. As a
BreakoutNormandy ~ 12/94 $24.99  Guerre de IEmpereur 11/98 $42.99  Noble Armada 08/98 $49.99  War & Peace 12104 $2599  Harpoon Rulebook  11/96 $15.09 | Roman, you will fight to fold
Britain Stands Alone  01/95 $32.99  Hallowed Ground  02/95 $42.99 OmahaBeachhead  12/94 $1299 WarToEnd AllWars 08/98 $17.99  Scenarios 1198 1200 [JCI MNTIESRNGHICS RIS
Britannia 12/94 $21.99  Hannibal 03/9% $3399 OnToRichmond  08/98 S$3499 WarWithoutMercy 05/98 $4599  Seaof Dragns Counterso3y0s g0 | Mediterranean is your bafile-
Caesar & Cleopatra ~ 11/98  $25.99  Hell's Highway 12/94 $29.99  Operation Mercury 01/95 $27.99  Warat Sea 12/94 $24.99  Seaof Dragns Data  03/98 $14.99 field.
Campaign to Stalingrd 01/95 $29.99  Here Come the Rebels 12/94 $24.99  Operation Shoe String 01/95 §24.99  Warforthe Union  11/34 $39.99  Sea of Dragns Scenario03/98  $18.99 | Avalon Hill (Ancients)
Campaigns Civil War  02/95 $24.99  History of the World  12/94 $29.99  Over the Reich 12/94 §31.99  War in Mexico 09/98 $32.99  Sea of Dragons 03/98 $30.99 | Release: NOW
COMPUTER GAMES | e
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Bundles Emergency 09/98 $19.99  Ruthless.com 11/98  $39.99 War Oper Art War Exp Pk 2 01/99  $22.99 EMPIRES IN ARMS’ is a
Bttigrnd Coll 1 or2ea 10/98 §$37.99  Empire of the Ants ~ 12/98 $42.99  Settlers 3 11/98 $35.99  101st Airbrne Nrmndy 10/98 $35.99  Opertional Art War 2 03/99 $42.99 game covering the major ele-
Great Battls Sries CE 10/98 $37.99  Force Commander ~ 02/99 $49.99  Seven Kingdoms 2 ~ 05/99 $39.99  Achtung Spitfire 09/97 $39.99  Opertionl Art of War ~ 06/98 $39.99 ments of diplomacy and war-

Strategy Gangsters 12/98 $34.99  Shadow Company  04/99 $42.99  Afrika Korps 04/99 $42.99  Oprtn: Blood & Guts  04/99  $35.99 fare during the Napoleonic
Age of Empires 10/97 $29.99  Global Domination ~ 11/98 $39.99  Shadowpact 02/99 $43.99  Age of Sail 11/96 $29.99  Over the Reich 11/96  $33.99 Wars of 1805-1815. You are
Ageof Empires2  05/99 $48.99  Heroes M&M 2 11/96 $19.99  SimCity 3000 12/98 $44.99  Aide de Camp 2 01/98 $44.99  Pacific General 07/97 $29.99 the absolute monarch of
Age Emprs Rise Rome 10/98 $29.99  Heroes M&M 2 ExpPk 05/97 $19.99  Star Trek Birth Fed 02/99 $48.99  Battle of Britain 1940 01/99 $37.99  Pacific Tide 02/99 $45.99 :
Alien Intelligence 12/98 $45.99  Heroes of M&M 3 03/99 $44.99  Star Trek: New Worlds 04/99 $46.99  Battle of Bulge 03/99 $42.99  Panzer General 2 10/97 $33.99

Alpha Centauri 01/99 $43.99  Hidden Wars 1198 $48.99  StarTrk Starflt Comm 12/98 $48.99  Battlegrnd Bul Run  05/97 $19.99  PanerGeneral3  03/99 $44.99 Avalon Hill (Napoleanic)
Ancnit Cngst: Gldn Fice 01/99 $42.99  Hollywood Mogul ~ 12/97 $39.99  StarCon 01/99 $44.99  Battlegrnd Mid East  07/99 $42.99  Panzerblitz 03/99 $42.99 Release: NOW
Army Men 2 04/99 $39.99  Homeworld 02/99 $48.99  Starcraft 04/98 $36.99  Blitzkrieg 05/99 $39.99  People's General 09/98 $29.99 33.99 Board Game
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The Davis Gun:
Aircraft Artillery in World War I

In 1906, US Naval Comndr. Clelend
Davis, an 1890 graduate of Annapolis,
began to work on developing a large
caliber aerial gun capable of firing a
well-aimed, high-explosive shell at dis-
tances of more than 2,000 yards. He
visualized a weapon of that kind as
the perfect way to strike at both land
and sea targets from the air.

In August 1911 he submitted a
patent application for an “Aeroplane
Gun,” commenting on the form: “It
having been demonstrated that it is
practical to navigate the air under nor-
mal atmospheric conditions — and,
while as yet, the practice is too haz-
ardous for ordinary commercial pur-
poses — aircraft have already become
a part of the military equipment of
major world powers. So far, however,
they are of little offensive value.”

Davis designed two, six and 12-
pounder versions of his innovative
weapon. In its original form the gun it-
self served as a counterbalance and
was expended along with the fired
projectile. But since only one shell
could be fired from such a gun, the de-
sign’s use for actual warfare was obvi-
ously limited.

Three months later, however, Davis
submitted another patent on his idea.
The new design called for both a
breechlock and shell to be held in a
disposal connection. Upon firing the
gun the projectile would be dis-
charged toward the target, and the
powder gasses would shoot the
breechlock through the top of the bar-
rel-tube and away from the aircraft.
The weapon itself didn’t recoil when
fired. Rather, the breechlock was held

Lt. Ditman in the cockpit of an HS-1 Flying Boat aiming a Davis 6 pounder gun
downwards. (Elsilrac Ent.)

in such a manner it flew to the rear
with a force corresponding to that re-
quired to propel the shell. Conse-
quently little stress was placed on the
frame of the aircraft. As before,
though, the gun was limited to one
shot per flight.

Davis remained determined to im-
prove his recoilless gun, and in 1913
he filed yet another patent. It was is-
sued on 24 August 1914, just in time
for the beginning of World War 1. He
stated in his new application: “The ob-
Jject of this new improvement is to pro-
vide an apparatus that will be light
enough to be carried on an aircraft
along with one or more projectiles —
to be readily loaded and reloaded — to
be quickly and conveniently clamped
in any desired position — and that can
be fired with as little recoil as possi-
ble, so as not to put undue strain upon
the aeroplane.”

Specifically, he’d devised a means
by which he could uncouple the cen-
ter of the gun tube, insert a shell,
reclamp the tube and fire the weapon.
He was also granted a patent on the
type of ammunition and recoil mater-
ial to be used in the operation of the
gun.

In the new model, Davis set a pow-
der charge propellant, along with a
few wads of felt, behind the projectile.
He then placed a compensating recoil
weight of bird-shot into the breech-
lock. On firing the gun, the recoil mass
was forcefully expelled from the top
of the tube.

He also noted the gun could be ri-
fled, preferably with the powder
charge turning in the opposite direc-
tion of the shell. The twisting of the
projectile, and the compensating
weight in the opposite direction,
caused the two forces to neutralize all
rotary movement of the gun on its
axis.

Davis’ aircraft artillery piece gener-
ated interest among other inventors
who hoped to capitalize on the revo-
lutionary concept of the new weapon.
For the most part, however, they only
improved on the device without
changing the basic idea. For example,
in 1917, Charles John Cooke believed
he could increase the number of shells
carried by an aircraft by decreasing
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the weight of the recoil material. His
plan was to elongate the rear section
of the gun barrel. In that way the gun
would remain balanced and additional
shells could be carried. In his patent
application Cooke recommended the
gun should be of five-inch caliber and
slightly more than six feet long.

In May 1918 another patent based
on the Davis gun concept was filed by
LY. Spear and G.C. Davison. The par-
ticular problem they were concerned
about was the possibility of the pro-
Jjectile case jamming in the gun after
firing. Their solution was to combine
the shell’s cartridge casing and recoil
mass into a single unit that could be
discharged from the gun by the pres-
sure of the gasses from the exploding
powder. The cartridge case itself,
therefore, became the recoil mass,
counterbalancing the projectile and
preventing the mechanism from being
clogged. That was accomplished by
providing a series of holes in the shell
casing through which the gasses could
be vented. The pressure of the gasses
inside and outside the cartridge be-
came equalized and prevented shell
expansion.

Each of the inventors believed the
recoilless gun could be used in air-to-
ground combat. Davis claimed his de-
sign could protect an aircraft from
surface-to-air fire while the plane was
attacking ships, submarines or ground
installations.

The British Admiralty soon ordered
several Davis guns through the Gener-
al Ordnance Company of Connecticut.
The weapons were shipped to Shoe-
buryness, England, where a six-pound-
er was mounted on a Royal Navy sea-
plane. It proved accurate at ranges up
to 2,000 yards, and had a maximum
range of 8,000 yards. The British were
impressed and further orders were
made. By October 1915, then, the Roy-
al Navy.had purchased more than 300
of the guns. In addition to mounting
them on aircraft, the British also plan-
ned to put them on armored cars and
motor boats.

In early February 1916, officers of
the Admiralty Air Service met to study
the results of all the tests conducted
with the Davis gun and make final rec-
ommendations. They called for more
tests on additional types of planes. So
a six-pounder was mounted on the
side of a BE2c fighter, a type of plane
that had been successful battling Ger-
man Zeppelins in the skies over Eng-
land. Obsolete aircraft were used as
targets by the BE2¢ at ranges up to
3,000 yards. The trials were success-
ful as far as target damage was con-
cerned, but the gun’s discharge and
recoil wrecked the parts of the fight-
er’s airframe that were in the immedi-
ate path of the back blast.

The Admiralty men realized a larg-
er aircraft would be needed to proper-
ly carry such a heavy gun and its am-
munition. Various calibers of Davis
guns were therefore sent to aircraft
manufacturers, and they were asked
to come up with a new plane that
would be suitable for the weapon.

In the spring of 1917, a remodeled
Handley-Page bomber was fitted with
a six-pounder Davis gun for use in
ground attacks and antisubmarine pa-
trols. It was attached to the nose of the
aircraft. When operational trials re-
vealed the recoil blasts were damaging
the upper wing of the bomber, the gun
mount and wing were modified to cor-
rect the problem.

Though the British experiments
continued, the weapon saw only limit-
ed wartime use. At least one was em-
ployed in the 1918 Mesopotamian
campaign.

In April 1918, Davis guns were fit-
ted on US Navy seaplanes sent on mis-
sions against German U-boats operat-
ing off the coast. On those planes the
Davis gun was usually combined with a
Lewis machinegun. The two weapons’
barrels were aligned, and the Lewis was
used to ensure correct aim before the
bigger weapon was fired.

Despite initially high expectations,
by war’s end only about 1,000 Davis
guns had been manufactured. Even
those few were officially declared ob-
solete in April 1919, and were among
the first wartime weapons to be
dropped from the American and Brit-
ish ordnance arsenals. But the idea of
the recoilless gun didn’t die. It was re-
vived during World War II as the fa-
mous anti-tank “Bazooka,” and two
models of German recoilless guns also
saw service.

— A.B. Feuer

Movers & Shakers. . .

The Real Horatio Hornblower

C.S. Forester’s fictional hero of the
Napoleonic Wars is probably the most
popular naval character of modern
times; yet most people don’t realize
many of his exploits were based on the
true-life adventures of a real British
frigate captain, Thomas Cochrane.
Widely regarded as the most success-
ful frigate commander in the history
of the Royal Navy, Cochrane’s career
is truly the stuff of legend. His amaz-
ing life was a combination of incredi-
ble highs and lows, filled with so many
feats of audacity and heroism he earn-
ed the nickname “Sea Wolf.”

Born in Lanarkshire, Scotland, on
14 December 1775, Cochrane was the
eldest son of the 9th Earl of Dundon-
ald. His father had impoverished the
family by squandering his fortune on
scientific experiments he carried out
on his estates. Young Thomas was
only rescued from that poverty by his
uncle, also a future admiral and mem-
ber of Parliament, Sir Alexander Coch-
rane. He arranged for his nephew to
enter the navy aboard a frigate in
1793. A born seaman, Thomas’ obvi-
ous talents enabled him to rise swiftly
through the ranks.

By 1800 Thomas had achieved com-
mand of the gun brig Speedy, with an
assignment to operate in the Mediter-
ranean. Over the next 15 months he
captured over 50 prizes, including the
32-gun Spanish frigate EI Gumnio. He
was taken prisoner by the French soon
thereafter, but was quickly exchanged
and promoted to captain. Given com-
mand of the frigates Pallas, followed

by the Imperieuse, he successfully pro-
tected the Orkney fisheries before re-
turning to prize-taking off the Azores
and in the Bay of Biscay during 1803-
06. His unparalleled successes in
those operations enabled him to
amass a fortune of £75,000 in prize
money.

In 1805 he unsuccessfully stood for
Parliament from Honiton, but was
elected the following year, largely due
to his liberal use of bribes. In 1807 he
was returned to Parliament as member
for Westminster. His efforts to expose
navy and government abuses won him
the enmity of his superiors, and he
was ordered back to sea to get him out
of London.

One of Cochrane’s most daring ex-
ploits was his April 1809 attack with
fireships on the French fleet blockad-
ed in the Basque (or Aix) Roads, where
his actions won him the Order of the
Bath. But the operation proved only
partially successful because his fleet
commander, Adm. Lord Gambier, fail-
ed to follow up Cochrane’s opening
move. Cochrane’s unwise public criti-
cism of his commander resulted in the
senior officer’s court martial and ac-
quittal. Afterward the politically con-
nected admiral used his influence to
deprive him of any further commands
at sea.

Discredited and placed on half-pay,
the prickly and resolute Cochrane con-
tinued to plague his opponents by
again taking up the Parliamentary cru-
sade for navy and government reform.
In 1814 they seized their chance to be
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rid of him by having Cochrane arrest-
ed in connection with a stock ex-
change fraud charge. Those involved
spread rumors Napoleon had died to
drive up the price of certain stocks
and then sell them at considerable
profit. Cochrane was convicted, fined
£1,000 and sentenced to a year in
prison. He also suffered the humilia-
tion of being forced to stand in a pil-
lory for an hour, was deprived of his
Order of Bath and expelled from both
Parliament and . the navy.

There have always been defenders
of Cochrane who believe he was
framed. Indeed, the vindictiveness of
parts of his punishment reinforce the
idea Cochrane’s “betters” were going
out of their way to see he was once
and for all put properly in his place.
At any rate, Cochrane’s supporters
never lost faith in him; he was reelect-
ed for Westminster in 1815 while still
in prison. In a bold gesture of defi-
ance, he broke out of his cell and
made his way into the House of Com-
mons. But he was forcibly removed
from the chamber, returned to prison
and forced to serve the remaining
three months of his sentence while
also being fined another £1,000 for
the escape attempt.

Seemingly ruined and unemploy-
able, Cochrane’s fortunes took a dra-
matic turn upward in May 1817, when
the government of Chile offered him
command of that nation’s infant navy
in its struggle for independence from
Spain. Cochrane accepted, arriving in
Valparaiso to take over the four-ship
navy on 28 November 1818. After fail-
ed attempts to draw out the Spanish
ships based at Valdivia and Callao dur-
ing January and February 1819, he
cruised his small fleet along the Chile-
an coast. On 18 June 1820 he captured
Valdivia by sailing his flagship, the 50-
gun heavy frigate O’Higgins (named
for the Chilean revolutionary Bernar-
do O’Higgins), into the harbor, bom-
barding its 15 forts into submission
one after the other, then landing a par-
ty to take direct possession of the
port.

The seizure of Valdivia broke the
Spanish grip on the Chilean coast and
paved the way for Jose de San Mar-
tin’s invasion of Peru. In September,
Cochrane’s squadron escorted San
Martin’s transports north to Pisco to
cover their landing, then blockaded
the Spanish ships in Callao. On 5 No-
vember he led 250 sailors into that
harbor in small boats on a cutting-out

raid. He managed to seize the Spanish

flagship, the frigate Esmeralda, and
might have captured all the enemy
vessels but for a failure of nerve
among his subordinates. Still, when
San Martin captured Lima in July 1821,
the Spanish in Callao were forced to

10

surrender to Cochrane shortly there-
after. Those two victories established
the independence of Peru.

On 21 March 1823, Cochrane trans-
ferred his services to Brazil to aid that
people in their fight for freedom from
Portugal. With his new command he
immediately blockaded the superior
Portuguese fleet in its base at Bahia.
The Portuguese evacuated the cily on
2 July, sailing north with over 60
transports escorted by 13 warships.
Though Cochrane couldn’t hope to de-
feat such a force with the two frigates
he had on hand, that consideration
wasn’t enough to stop him from at
least harassing the convoy. In those
actions he once again demonstrated
his astounding seamanship by captur-
ing several transports while avoiding
the attacks of their warship escorts.

Guessing correctly the Portuguese
were bound for Maranhao (Sao Luiz),
he sailed ahead with his flagship, the
50-gun Pedro Primiero, and captured
that port in another daring assault.
When the Portuguese fleet arrived, it
had no place to land and so was forced
to turn for Europe, hounded clear
across the Atlantic by Cochrane’s
ships. In 1825 Portugal recognized the
independence of Brazil, and Cochrane
went home.

In March of that year he was of-
fered command of the Greek navy in
that people’s battle to gain indepen-
dence from the Ottomans. His efforts
1o relieve the siege of the Acropolis

Weapons Backdate. . .

(May-June) were thwarted by squab-
bling among the various Greek fac-
tions, but Cochrane struggled on until
1828. He finally resigned in disgust to
protest the rebels’ constant infighting
and the interminable delays in the de-
livery of the steamships they’d pro-
mised him. Cochrane had earlier been
the first man to propose steam-pow-
ered warships, and one can only won-
der what he might have accomplished
if he'd actually gotten command of
such a squadron.

Returning to England again, Coch-
rane began a campaign to clear his
name and gain reinstatement to the
Royal Navy. In 1831 he succeeded his
father as the 10th Earl of Dundonald;
and the following year Lord Cochrane
was indeed granted pardon, reinstate-
ment and promotion to rear admiral.
It’s not clear, though, whether those
compensatory actions were based on
proof of Cochrane’s innocence or were
carried out merely because he’d be-
come an earl.

Cochrane went on to command the
American and West Indies Stations
from 1848 to 1851, and was promoted
to admiral in that latter year. He also
continued his career as political re-
former and became a technical inno-
vator, overseeing pioneering experi-
ments in the use of tube boilers, screw
propellers and gas warfare. He died in
London on 30 October 1860, and was
buried in Westminster Abbey.

— James A. Yates

Rheintochter R3: Nazi
Germany’s Surface to Air Missile

1942 was a difficult year for Ger-
many. The failure to conquer the Sovi-
et Union, and America’s entry into the
war, narrowed strategic choices. The
eastern front was consuming enor-
mous amounts of resources; Rommel’s
Africa campaign was still undecided;
and the western Allies were stepping
up their bombing campaign over Fort-
ress Europe. Ground offensives were
implemented to try to solve the Russ-
ian and African problems, strategic de-
cisions that ultimately led to the Bat-
tles of Stalingrad and El Alamein. But
the third problem fell to the Luftwaffe
to solve. Though the Allied bombing
campaign had yet to inflict serious
damage on the Reich, it was apparent
to most of the Nazi leadership the
strength of that effort was growing and
it would undoubtedly become a signif-
icant threat in the near future.

The Luftwaffe command tried to
approach a solution in three parts.
The first two included concentrating
on fighter production over bombers,
and counter-bombing Great Britain to
punish that nation into stopping its
strategic air war effort. The V-1 and
V-2 “flying bomb” attacks were the fi-
nal phase of that counter-offensive.

The third part of the solution was
the development of guided anti-air-
craft missiles that were expected to be
more effective than anti-aircraft guns.
As with so many potentially decisive
German weapons of World War II,
those surface-to-air missiles (SAMs)
entered service too late to affect the
war’'s outcome. But they did have a
significant influence on postwar SAM
systems, and the Rheintochter (Rhine
Daughter) was one of the most prom-
ising designs.
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The Seven Days of fierce battles just east of
Richmond crested in the final actions at
Glendale and Malvern Hill. Backed into a
corner along the James River, Little Mac
(George B. McClellan)defended his Army
of the Potomac against the Rebel final
assaults. His campaign was a failure and his
enemy, Robert E. Lee, turned north to cripple
Pope’s Army of Virginia before McClellan
could be withdrawn. McClellan grudgingly
sent Porter’s Corps to help Pope, but was
not fully withdrawn from his Pennisular
position until after Pope’s defeat at 2nd
Manassas.
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The German SAM program’s roots
lay in Gen. Walter von Axthelm’s orig-
inal proposal for the development of
rockets to counter Allied bomber for-
mations. While serving as Hitler’s in-
spector general of air defenses, he
calculated no country in the world
had the industrial capacity to manu-
facture the number of anti-aircraft
guns that would eventually be needed
to counter the burgeoning Allied
strategic air forces. Guided rockets

JOIN THE ORIGINAL
NAPOLEONIC SOCIETY
Founded in 1983

You'll get our 40-page MEMBERS’ BULLETIN
packed with fascinating articles, reports on muse-
ums and battlefields, reenactments, sources of
equipment, book reviews, auctions, items For Sale
or Wanted, and much more. You'll also get a mem-
bership pin, card and a certificate for framing. Plus
our Annual Conference in New Orleans in Sept-
ember. Seven great speakers, Antiques Bazaar, vis-
it the battlefield of 1815 and Napoleonic Antiques
Auction. Call, write or FAX for FREE MEMBERS’
BULLETIN and membership information. No obliga-
tion.

Membership dues are tax deductible under IRS Section 501 (c) (3).

Napoleonic Society of America
1115CM Ponce de Leon Blvd.
Clearwater, FI 33756
1-813-586-1779 or FAX 1-813-581-2578
Visit our website — http://www.napoleonic-society.com

were the only answer, but their devel-
opment was at least two years away.
He nevertheless forwarded a two-
phase program proposal to Luftwaffe
chief Goring on 1 September 1942.

For his plan’s first phase, von Ax-
thelm recommended cheap, mass-
produced, unguided rockets to be
fired en masse into Allied bomber for-
mations. Such simple, solid-fueled
rockets were to use launchers mount-
ed on standard anti-aircraft gun car-
riages and use the existing fire con-
trol systems for targeting. For the sec-
ond phase he urged development of
command-guided missiles using the
same guidance system as the Hs-293
guided-bomb (see Command no. 37 p.
13). He intended the missile operators
to guide the rockets onto their targets
by keeping the bombers centered in
their sights. Eventually, however, he
envisioned fully self-guided missiles
incorporating built-in homing sys-
tems to get them near the targets, and
proximity fuses to ensure detonation
at optimum range. His proposal was
approved on 10 October.

The Rheinmetal-Borsig Corp. had
meanwhile been pursuing anti-aircraft
rocket development unofficially since
the war’s start. Von Axthelm’s pro-
posal brought government funding
and focussed the effort, but labor
shortages, the large number of other
projects under way, and the armed
services’ competing priority claims all
inhibited the program’s timely imple-
mentation. Over a year passed before
the first prototype was ready for test-
ing.

The Rheintochter I and II missiles
enjoyed a successful test program.
First ordered in November 1942, the
weapon was originally a two-stage,
solid-fueled, rail-launched missile sys-
tem. All variants used solid-fuel
booster rockets, but Rheinmetal also
planned for the later R-3 model to use
a visol-nitric acid liquid-fuel engine
for sustained flight. Liquid fuel rock-
ets provided more thrust and had
longer burning times, but only a hand-
ful of R-3s were ever tested. The ma-
jority of launches were conducted
with solid-fuel sustainer engines.

The missile employed a modified
88mm Flak 41 gun carriage to support
its launcher. The Rheintochter used
radio-command guidance, and carried
its 330 Ib. warhead in the tail of the
sustainer section to create maximum
fragmentation upon detonation.

Testing began at Libau (in modern-
day Lithuania) on 21 August 1943,
and continued until the Germans
evacuated the area in January 1945.
By then the program had run up 78
successful launches and only four
failures. Success continued after the
program’s move to Peenemiinde, as
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Rheinmetal shifted to the R-3 variant,
which the company intended to offer
as the final, operational weapons sys-
tem. Unfortunately for German efforts
in the air war, the final guidance sys-
tems had yet to be installed when the
program was canceled in February
1945.

The termination was ordered be-
cause the Dornberger Committee,
which had been set up to rationalize
all Germany’s anti-aircraft programs,
decided the guidance systems would
not be ready in time for operational
employment. In that they were cor-
rect. Though the records aren’t com-
pletely clear, it seems only a handful
of the systems were available early in
1945. In fact, only four shots were
conducted using them.

The majority of Rheinmetal’s tech-
nicians, bringing some missiles with
them, surrendered to American forces
in May 1945. Postwar US testing of
those Rheintochters indicated they
could have been effective against the
relatively slow-moving Allied bomber
streams. That is, their introduction
early in 1944 undoubtedly would have
forced Allied air commanders to
change their target priorities and tac-
tics, but the war’s overall result would
not have been changed. German elec-
tronics technology had fallen behind
that of the Western Allies, and that su-
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periority would have enabled the lat-
ter to overcome the missile threat
quickly. Further, Allied fighter aircraft
had become such a dominant pres-
ence over Germany by 1944 that the
on-the-ground survival of any de-
ployed German SAM systems would
have been problematic at best.

Like the rest of Nazi Germany’s
“wonder weapons,” the Rheintochter
came too late to change history. Allied

materiel supremacy had become too
great to be overcome by a handful of
brilliant, but spottily developed and
produced, ideas. Still, the missile sys-
tem’s capabilities were advanced for
those times, and the Germans must
be given credit for contributing to the
success of postwar Allied SAM devel-
opment in such weapons as the Nike
Hercules.

— Carl O. Schuster
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Movers & Shakers. . .

John Charles Fremont

John Charles Fremont was born of
French emigre parents in Savannah,
Georgia, on 31 January 1813. He grew
up to become a famous explorer of
the American frontier, the first Re-
publican Party presidential candidate,
a Civil War general, US Senator, and
governor of the Arizona Territory.

After an early life spent traveling,
Fremont was graduated from the Col-
lege of Charleston, South Carolina.
Shortly after, in 1833, he went on a
cruise aboard the Natchez to South
America. He later spent the summer
of 1836 as a surveyor in the Carolina
and Tennessee mountains. Two years
later he became a second lieutenant in
the US Army Topographical Corps. In
1838 his great opportunity came
when he joined the government-fi-
nanced scientific expedition of Joseph
N. Nicollet to the Minnesota country.
Under Nicollet, Fremont learned even
more of mathematics and mapping,
along with botanical and geological
observation.

His marriage to Jessie Benton,
daughter of the influential US Senator
Thomas Hart Benton, gave his career
another great assist. In 1842, with the
help of the Senator, Fremont was put
in command of his own expedition.
That began a series of five western ex-
plorations that he would lead over the
course of his long and illustrious ca-
reer. He moved across the western
plains and climbed the highest peak
of the Wind River Mountain chain,
which was later named for him. He
also explored Oregon and California.

Following each expedition, he and
his wife co-authored highly readable
and colorful reports that were pub-
lished by the Senate. Due to their pop-
ularity, he soon became nationally
known as the “Pathfinder.” Kit Car-
son, another legendary frontiersman,
also joined him on the expeditions,
and together the two made great
strides toward opening the far west to
settlement.

In 1845, while on his third expedi-
tion, Fremont became embroiled in
what would soon be known as the
Mexican-American War; and he may
also have instigated the American re-
volt the following year in California,
when settlers there rose to proclaim
the “Bear Flag Republic.” Once war
was formally announced, Fremont
moved his expedition to Monterey,
California, where he linked with the
Commodore Robert F. Stockton’s US
naval force. Fremont was soon made
lieutenant colonel as well as civil gov-
ernor of California.

At that juncture Fremont got be-
tween the quarreling Stockton and
Army Gen. Stephen Watts Kearney,
when each claimed to hold higher
command. In doing so, Fremont expe-
rienced his first reversal. The struc-
ture of the chain of command made it
clear Fremont should have obeyed
Kearney, but he chose instead to fol-
low Stockton. When Kearney’s au-
thority was reaffirmed by Washing-
ton, Fremont was recalled to the cap-
ital to stand court martial. Found
guilty of mutiny and disobedience, his

Photograph of Fremont during the
American Civil War.
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sentence was dismissal from the ser-
vice. Though President James K. Polk,
in an act of clemency, abrogated the
punishment (while letting the convic-
tion itself stand), Fremont still chose
to resign in protest.

His fourth expedition, this one pri-
vately funded, failed to get anywhere
in 1848. Undeterred, he then returned
to California and ran successfully for
the US Senate. During his time in
Washington he vigorously pressed
California’s claim for quick entry into
the Union as a state. When that goal
was accomplished, after less than a
year, he resigned from Congress in or-
der to free himself for his fifth expe-
dition in 1853. Following that he re-
newed his political career by becom-
ing the newly formed Republican Par-
ty’s first presidential nominee. But he
lost the general election to James
Buchanan by an electoral college vote
margin of 174 to 114.

When the Civil War broke out in
1861, President Lincoln appointed
Fremont a major general and also
gave him command of the Western
Department, which was headquar-
tered in St. Louis, Missouri. Fremont’s
first task in the new role was to secure
the vital Mississippi river port of
Cairo, Illinois, from threatening Con-
federate attack, then raise an army to
go against that of Rebel Gen. Sterling
Price.

Again, though, Fremont got himself
in trouble with higher authority when
he arbitrarily issued his own emanci-
pation proclamation freeing all the
slaves in Missouri. Lincoln reacted to
the politically premature move by re-
moving him from command. For a
time reassigned to duty in the Rock-
ies, he resigned again in 1864 when a
Jjunior officer was promoted over him.

Nominated again for the presiden-
cy that same year by the radical wing
of the Republican Party, Fremont
withdrew from the race so as not to
cause Lincoln any further embarrass-
ment or split the pro-war vote.
Though that move finally closed both
his electoral and military careers, it
didn’t completely end his public life.
After an unsuccessful business ven-
ture and bankruptcy, Fremont got
himself appointed governor of the
newly formed Arizona Territory in
1878. He served in that capacity for
five years before resigning to try his
hand at mining and land schemes.

The last years of his life were spent
in travel between the two coasts and
in writing his memoirs. Three months
before his death, Congress authorized
his reappointment as Army major
general (retired), with an annual pen-
sion of $6,000. He died in New York
City at the age of 77 on 13 July 1890.

— Blaine Taylor
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Ed’s note: German units are in italics, Allied units are
in plaintext.

The Situation

In September 1918 the specter of defeat loomed
ever closer to Germany. Though their spring offen-
sives had nearly knocked the Allies out of the war,
those efforts had also resulted in the sacrifice of
most of Germany’s remaining offensive power for
what turned out to be minor gains. By early autumn,
reinforced by tens of thousands of Americans, the
Allies had recovered all the ground lost earlier and
had begun to bash at the Hindenburg Line. Maintain-
ing that long belt of entrenchments, and thereby forc-
ing a cessation of Allied offensive operations through
attrition, was Gen. Erich Ludendorff’s last hope. Con-
structed over several years to a depth of five miles, it
was a line stronger than any thrown up previously in
the war. Properly manned with resolute troops, it
might hold indefinitely.

But the German army was showing signs of break-
down, and Marshal Ferdinand Foch, appointed over-

Marshal Foch (left) and Gen. Pershing.

Men of 58th Infantry, 4th Division HQ at Monfaucon
picking off German machinegunners covering the
retreat of their fellow soldiers.

all Allied commander during the spring emergency
to orchestrate a coordinated response, didn’t want to
allow them an opportunity to recover equilibrium.
Combined Allied offensives by the British in Flanders,
the French in Champagne, and the Americans along
the Meuse were intended to further erode the Ger-
man army’s combat power in 1918 and gain the
ground needed to enable the launch of the war-win-
ning push into Germany the following spring.

Though he didn’t expect the Americans to get far
along the Meuse, Foch hoped their offensive would
draw off German reserves, perhaps even reaching
and cutting their important east-west rail line
through Sedan. Loss of that line of communications
would inhibit the Germans’ ability to reinforce later-
ally, and force them to supply all their forces in Bel-
gium through the bottleneck of Liege. Gen. Pershing
would write of it in his final report:

The strategic importance of this portion of the
line was second to none on the western front. All
[German] supplies and evacuations were depen-
dent upon two great railway systems — one in
the north, passing through Liege, while the oth-
er in the south, with lines coming from Luxem-
bourg, Thionville, and Metz, had as its vital sec-
tion the line Carignan-Sedan-Mezieres. No other
important lines were available to the eneny
...and should this system be cut by the Allies
before the enemy could withdraw his forces
through the narrow neck [at Liege and in the
Ardennes] his ruin would be complete.

Pershing felt that in terms of threatening areas
vital to the Germans, an advance of 30 miles to Sedan
would be the equivalent of going twice that distance
into Belgium. Because of the relative lack of depth in
the more southerly sector, the fortified lines there ran
more closely together. Whereas on the British and
French sectors there was an average of 15 miles bet-
ween the various German defensive lines, in the



Meuse-Argonne their Kriemhilde Stellung — their
main defensive position — was just seven miles from
the front line. Their final position, the Freya Stellung,
was only three miles beyond that. Therefore a 10 mile
advance in the American sector would carry Persh-
ing’s army through the entire German defensive front.

But a more difficult sector would have been hard
to find anywhere along the entire western front.
Flanked in the west by the nearly impenetrable Arg-
onne Forest, and to the east by the unfordable Meuse
River and the dominating heights east of it, the entire
axis of attack was subject to intense flanking fire
from artillery and machineguns.

The Argonne Forest was itself a serious obstacle
for several reasons. First, command and control were
difficult to maintain in the thick woods. Forest fight-
ing requires a great deal of initiative on the part of
experienced junior officers and NCOs, and that was
still lacking in many divisions of the American Expe-
ditionary Force (AEF) at the time. Also, the effective-
ness of artillery support was diminished by the lim-
ited visibility across the forest. Artillery had to be
fired carefully because many infantry units would be
uncertain of their exact locations just shortly after
moving out, and could therefore easily come under
friendly fire. On the other side, though, the Germans
had already carefully registered their guns and
trench mortars, and were often able to catch the
Americans without cover. Further, the shrapnel effect

Ostend.

The traffic congestion on the voads in back of the American
lines in the Argonne was so great vehicles were able to move
only two miles an hour.

of tree top bursts was demoralizing. Finally, there
were few roads running through the forest, which
made efficient resupply nearly impossible.

The heights east of the Meuse offered excellent
observation across the attack sector. Pershing recog-
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US tanks going into action near Boureuilles 26 Sept.

nized the early capture of that flank high ground
would facilitate the main push, but he felt he didn’t
have sufficient manpower in place to attack on both
sides of the river. The build up for the offensive was
conducted according to a tight schedule, and it would
have been impossible to get an attack force in place
east of the river without tipping off the Germans. By
massing his divisions only to the west of the Meuse,
and thereby preserving surprise, Pershing hoped to
quickly push past the danger zone.

But his thinking was far too optimistic. Few Allied
offensives had ever been able to penetrate more than

a dozen or so miles before command and logistical
disorganization forced a halt to operations. Invariably,
the Germans were able to use the pause to bring up
enough reinforcements to prevent a successful follow
through after the initial break in. Even a delay of 48
hours was enough time to rush reinforcements from
virtually anywhere along the front, as the British
found to their sorrow at Cambrai in 1917.

Between the Argonne and the Meuse small wooded
hills served as excellent natural defensive positions. A
typical hill had clear slopes crowned by a rocky patch
of woods that offered superb cover for machinegun
crews. American units often suffered heavy casualties
in assaults to gain a foothold on the front edge of
such positions. German artillery barrages then pre-
vented reinforcements from reaching the exhausted
attackers, leaving them vulnerable to well executed
German infantry counterattacks. The Germans ap-
plied all their engineering skills in fortifying the zone
across which the Americans would have to attack,
transforming what was by nature already difficult into
what was possibly the strongest defense ever assault-
ed by US armed forces to that time.

According to German defensive doctrine (see side-
bar), the front line trace was to be covered by a sac-
rificial security zone. There any attack was to be
detected, channeled where possible, and subjected to
artillery fire while the advancing enemy struggled
through extensive belts of barbed wire. To minimize
the effects of potentially heavy Allied preliminary
bombardments, only a small portion of the defense
force, mostly machinegunners, was to be positioned
within the security zone.

The main position was set up several miles to the
rear, whenever possible along reverse slopes. There
the attackers, by then reaching a critical level of dis-

The German Army Late in 1918

By early October 1918, the Germans had begun to reel
from a powerful combination of Allied offensives along the
Cambrai, Meuse-Argonne and Champagne sectors. Only two
factors enabled them to go on fighting past that time: the
superb application of an excellent defensive doctrine and
the courage born of desperation. Still, by that time it was
also generally recognized within the Allied high command
if continuous offensive pressure could be kept up across
the front, the prospects for victory that year, rather than in
1919 as earlier projected, were good.

Four years of bloody, unrelenting warfare had changed
the composition, but not the basic structure, of the German
army. On paper its three major pre-war components —
Active, Reserve and Landwehr (national guard) — still exist-
ed. But in practice the high command had set up a system
that rated divisions individually on a scale from one to four,
with one being the best, for their demonsirated offensive
and defensive capabilities irrespective of branch.

In 1914, when the war first began and before the rating
system was implemented, each Active division was expect-
ed to be elite, each Reserve division to be adequate,; and
each Landwehr division to be at least marginally effective.
But by 1918 those traditional branch distinctions were less
accurate. In many cases Reserve divisions were rated high-
er than Active ones. The better than expected performance
of the Reserve divisions had in fact been recognized early in
the fighting, and they therefore received quality replace-
ments to try to keep them that way. (As had been expected,
however, the Landwehr divisions performed only marginal-
ly throughout the war.)

Under the new rating system, “first class divisions” (those
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receiving a “1”), were considered suitable for offensive com-
bat and contained large numbers of specially trained assault
troops. But most of them suffered terrible losses during
Ludendorif’s spring offensives, and were thus far less
robust by early October than they'd been in March. Second
class divisions were designated as follow up units for major
offensives once a breakthrough had been achieved. They
were still considered good divisions, only less well honed
in up to date attack techniques. Third class divisions were
holding units, considered able to conduct defensive opera-
tions, even demanding ones where the emphasis was placed
on maneuver and counterattack. Fourth class units were
considered capable of sustaining themselves only in quiet
sectors. Their troops had low morale, inadequate equipment
and mediocre leadership.

A look at the schematic reveals the disposition of Ger-
man divisions on 1 October 1918, a date when several Allied
offensives were under way. Looking over the situation, it
becomes clear the British — advancing across northern
France — were viewed by the Germans as the most danger-
ous threat, followed by the French in Champagne, and final-
ly by the Americans in the Argonne.

Also of interest is the composition of the German armies
on the shut down Russian front at that time. Nearly all the
divisions there were fourth class units, and even those had
their best men sent to the west. Clearly there were no fur-
ther worthwhile reserves to be had from that area. The units
serving as garrison in defeated Russia were barely able to
perform their occupation duties there, and only then
because the brewing civil war between the Reds and Whites
in that country kept anyone from effectively attacking them.
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organization from their advance, were to be finally
halted and thrown back with counterattacks by local
and area reserves. Counterattack was the key to all
German defensive schemes. An effective counterat-
tack could paralyze an enemy offensive, even recov-
ering much or all of the ground given up earlier.
Experience had shown attacking troops were always
most vulnerable while consolidating on their post-
break-in objective, and it was best to hit them before
they were set.

Throughout the zone of defense by 1918, the Ger-
mans relied on concrete pillboxes, positioned in
depth and set up with interlocking fires, in addition
to the traditional, linear trench system. It was a sim-
ple matter to collapse the walls of a trench with
artillery fire, but a direct hit from a heavy shell was
needed to knock out a pillbox. At the same time, belts
of barbed wire, in places hundreds of yards across,
slowed movement to a crawl and prevented the effec-
tive deployment of large infantry formations.

Fortunately for Pershing and his troops, the Ger-
man army in front of them was in bad shape. While
their defensive position was certainly strong, only
five divisions, each at only about 30 percent of autho-
rized strength, manned the sector between the Meuse
and the Argonne. Some of those units, such as the
1st Guards Division, though classified as first rate by
the German high command (see sidebar), neverthe-
less had poor morale due to heavy casualties suffered
in the failed spring offensives. The performance of
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that once elite German division during the American
offensive was disappointing. Its positions were giv-
en up too quickly, and its counterattacks weren’t car-
ried out with vigor. Some of the Landwehr (German
national guard) units were more up to strength due
to their stints along quieter sectors of the front, but
they proved even less reliable than burned out regu-
lar units.

It's unlikely the Americans could have gained
much ground at all had the area been well manned.
But the Germans no longer had the troops to prop-
erly defend all along the western front, and other
Allied offensives north and west of the Meuse-
Argonne prevented them from stationing strong
reserves in the immediate area of the initial attack.

Plan & Assembly

The American plan was straightforward. Nine divi-
sions would rush the German defenders after a short
but heavy bombardment. The optimistic scheme
called for the lead units to breach the Hindenburg
Line in just two days, then immediately push on to
the critical Sedan-Metz railroad.

Simply gathering together the attack force proved
a major challenge even before anyone went over the
top on 26 September. The two weeks allowed for it
wasn’t enough time to move up the veteran divisions
that had participated in the earlier St. Mihiel offen-
sive to the south; so completely inexperienced units
had to initially take their place. That process of mov-
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ing hundreds of thousands of American troops into
a sector with all their equipment, while simultane-
ously moving out a similar number of Frenchmen,
was a mammoth undertaking. The Germans had
excellent observation posts along the Meuse and at
Mountfaucon, forcing most of the shifts to take place
at night. Only the masterful planing of Col. George
C. Marshall allowed everything to get done on time.

The offensive was in fact a gamble in a number of
ways. Foremost was the use of inexperienced troops
in the opening assault. Of the nine divisions making
up the first wave, only five (the 4th, 28th, 33rd, 77th
and 80th) had experienced any combat at all. Four
divisions (the 35th, 37th, 79th and 91st) were com-
pletely green and only partially trained. Some of the
infantrymen had just been rushed through a crash
course in how to operate their newly issued Enfield
rifles. Anti-gas procedures were sloppy. Worse, the
artillery components of several of the divisions had
Jjust been issued their French-made guns and had no
opportunity to work on their liaison with the infan-
try.

But surprise was seen to be the key. If the Ger-
mans caught wind of what was coming, they could
move more divisions into the sector and thereby
jeopardize the entire operation. Elaborate precau-
tions were undertaken to prevent that from happen-
ing: only limited reconnaissance was allowed by
American troops; and those who were permitted to
go forward were dressed in French uniforms. A fur-
ther deception plan was concocted to lead the Ger-
mans into believing a major thrust toward Metz was
going to be undertaken. But though the Germans
didn’t become suspicious enough to reinforce the
Meuse-Argonne sector before the battle began, they
did earmark a dozen divisions as reinforcements
against the offensive they deduced was certainly
imminent somewhere from the Americans. When the
attack did occur, then, they were able to quickly rush
a substantial force to the area.

Battle Begins
Early in the morning of 26 September, nearly 2,700
guns opened up a terrific barrage across the Meuse-

German Division Organization & Doctrine

This diagram shows the table of organization and equip-
ment (TO&E) of the German 41st Infantry Division as it def-
ended a portion of the Meuse-Argonne front against the US
Ist Infantry Division. Though classified by the German high
command as a second class division, because of growing
discipline problems among its men, it came to have only a
mediocre combat reputation during this campaign. It there-
fore provides an example of a unit that was just somewhat
below average for the German divisions that fought in the
Meuse-Argonne.

Transport
Column
2 MG's

11 }nfne
throwers

24 Guns
12 MG's

| Detachment
Jﬂ 9 MG's

Balloon
Detachment Messenger

Observation

e —————————————— — — —

| Ranging

During the summer of 1918, the 41st had suffered heav-
ily at Arras and Albert Canal, losing nearly 1,700 prisoners
to the British during the “Black Day” offensive in early
August. Later it received replacements from the disbanded
225th Infantry Division, and was transferred to the Meuse-
Argonne on 9 October.
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Judging from the attachment of extra artillery and mach-
ineguns, it appears the Germans were trying to substitute
firepower for a perceived weakness in the quality of the divi-
sion’s infantry. American records give the 41st a credible
defensive capability, probably due to its more than full com-
plement of those weapons.

(]
Doctrine

In 1914 the organization of the German army was simi-
lar to those of the other European great powers. It had a tra-
ditionally structured chain of command whereby orders,
successively transcribed and filtered, were passed down
from corps to division, through brigade and regiment to the
tactical units. The resulting delay had an enormous impact
on combat operations. Of necessity, command decisions
weren’t based on current data, with the result enemy weak-
nesses and friendly successes were usually left unexploited.
The only saving factor came from the fact the British and
French suffered from the same lack of tactical responsive-
ness on the battlefield.

The German solution was revolutionary. To streamline
their system, corps, brigade and regimental headquarters
were relegated to strictly administrative roles. Executive
guidance for combat operations was passed directly from
division to the Kamfptruppenkommandeur (KTK, or assault
troop leader), who was responsible for conducting the tac-
tical battle. In a regimental sector the KTK was the com-
mander of the forward battalion; the regimental headquar-
ters and those of the other two battalions were responsible
for bringing up supplies, evacuating wounded, and other
administrative duties needed to support combat operations.

Relieved of what otherwise would have been an over-
whelming administrative burden, the KTK was able to focus
on maneuvering the dozen or so infantry companies that
belonged to his regiment, and arranging fire support to aid
them in those maneuvers. Tactical decisions made by the
KTK were considered final. Undue intervention from above
was often ignored; only the division commander’s expres-
sed intent served as guidance for the KTK.

In practice the Germans’ transition from their old sys-
tem to the new one didn't take place smoothly or overnight.
Many senior officers tended to be conservative, while many
regimental and brigade commanders were loathe to relin-
quish their combat authority. Eventually, though, squeezed
by pressure from Ludendorff at the top and progressive
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Argonne sector. For several hours the Franco-Ameri-
can gunners methodically worked over the German
forward and reserve trenches, battery positions and
communication lines with a drumfire barrage. Fortu-
nately for the German defenders, however, a large
percentage of those guns were French-made 75mm
field pieces, which were devastating against troops
in the open but relatively ineffective against fortified
positions. Overall, the bombardment could at most
be judged a partial success; when the assault troops
did move forward they still encountered some scat-
tered resistance from the forward German line.

But a heavy morning fog helped the Americans.
Robbed of visibility, the surviving German machine-
gun teams were unable to stop the first rush of
attackers. The doughboys threw ladders over the wire
and cleared the first three trenches of the security
zone in short order. Isolated German outposts were
either grenaded or their defenders routed off the
field. German artillery fire was light throughout and,
given the heavily fortified nature of the attack sec-
tor, good progress was made all day.

But fog blinds both ways. In it, command and con-
trol was impossible to maintain over an advancing
force. In any army with an overall high quality of
junior leadership, such as had been enjoyed by the
Germans during their spring offensives, the fog
would have posed less of a problem. But that kind of
leadership was lacking in the green American units
that attacked on the morning of the 26th. Once
beyond their initial objectives, platoons and compa-
nies tended to halt, bunch up and wait for further
orders before moving on again. Flank conscious bat-
talion commanders held up their units until contact
was reestablished with neighboring forces and prop-
er alignment assured.

Where they had control, regimental and brigade
commanders adhered strictly to their plans, failing
to take advantage of the opportunities that present-
ed themselves. Reporting at all levels failed in the
afternoon, giving higher-level commanders at best an
unclear picture of the situation. Nevertheless, when
the attack came to a halt late in the day, most on the
American side felt things had gone well enough

junior officers at the bottom, the traditional mindset was
largely overcome, so that by the end of 1917 the process
was complete.

The new way was not without disadvantages. With so
much authority passed down to the lowest possible com-
mand levels, there was necessarily a premium on excellent
junior officer and NCO leadership. To respond to the con-
stantly changing tactical situation, commanders had to
remain close to the front. Face to face conversation replaced
written orders as the KTKs toured the front. Casualty rates
among them were inevitably high. Given that situation, tal-
ent had to be recognized as more important than rank. It
wasn’t uncommon to find lieutenants serving as KTKs, and
majors as division chiefs of staff.

In good divisions the system worked superbly. Given
good leadership, training and morale, German units using
this doctrine consistently outperformed their Allied coun-
terparts. But not all divisions were of the needed top notch
quality. In those formations without the leaders able to
oversee mobile situations, or the morale necessary among
the troops to maneuver and fight, there was a tendency for
senior officers to meddle. The results were usually disap-
pointing and occasionally disastrous.

No front line weapon dominated the battlefield of the
Great War more than the machinegun. Combined effective-
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German Machinegun Positions

ly with thick belts of barbed wire, they formed the back-
bone of all tactical defenses; and until they were neutral-
ized, no offensive was likely to succeed. All combatants rec-
ognized that fact by 1918. All kinds of remedies — tanks,
prolonged artillery barrages, gas, infiltration tactics, etc. —
were tried with varying degrees of success.

Early in the war, machineguns were sited to fire straight
ahead into oncoming masses of infantry. That could be dev-
astating in its own right, but it was later discovered enfilade
fire was even more potent. Entire waves of attacking infan-
try could be shot down in that way using only a few well
placed machineguns.

This map shows the actual set up of the German mach-
ineguns along the front of the 41st Infantry Division in the
Meuse-Argonne in October 1918. Because of the division’s
shortage of skilled infantry, and hence its inability to coun-
terattack, the 41strelied even more heavily than normal on
its machineguns to stop the Americans. They were there-
fore placed in as much depth as possible, usually with two
or three to a position, along the probable main avenues of
approach.

Rarely would all available machineguns be fired at the
same time. The idea was, rather, to keep at least one gun
firing at all times, as the others reloaded or had field main-
tenance performed. In that way a few experienced machine-
gun teams could keep an attacking infantry battalion pinned
for hours.
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Black soldiers of the 369th Infantry, 93rd Division, awaiting a
counter-attack in the Argonne. This outfit distinguished itself in
the Champagne-Marne operation.

despite the confusion. Substantial advances had been
made and casualties had been low except in two
places: the Argonne Forest and the dominating posi-
tion of Montfaucon.

Advances in the Argonne itself had been limited
because the attacking division there, the 77th, occu-
pied a front twice as long as the other first wave for-
mations and the German defenses proved especially
strong. Several huge underground “pavilions,” stock-
ed with weapons, administrative facilities and even
wine cellars, formed the backbone of the position.

The 77th was fortunate the pavilions weren’t fully
manned, otherwise they would have been virtually
impregnable. During the initial gain of a mile or so
of forest through surprise, several of them fell to the
advancing Yanks almost without a shot being fired.
But, again, American command and control broke
down as units lost contact with one another in the
woods, and the advance came to a halt.

But the major and potentially most dangerous dis-
appointment of the day was the failure to take Mont-
faucon. From there the Germans had close, direct
observation on the entire American sector. It was an
objective slated to be taken on the first day, but the
inexperienced 91st Division fell just short of doing
so despite several determined tries. Unquestionably,
the place should have been assigned to a division
with some combat experience, such as the 4th or
77th. As it was, it didn’t fall until the second day.

The attack continued on the 27th, but with some-
what diminished ardor. After having spent much of
the night shuffling around the battlefield, the dough-
boys were exhausted. The artillerymen were also less
certain of the locations of friendly troops, and so pro-
vided decreasing fire support. The guns couldn’t get
across no man’s land, an affliction that hindered all
Great War offensives, despite Herculean efforts by
the engineers to build roads.

By the 29th the Germans had moved in five addi-
tional divisions to try to stabilize the front line for-
ward of their main position. In a couple spots those
units even counterattacked, threw back the Ameri-
cans and regained some ground. German artillery fire
also increased in intensity, firing mixed barrages of
gas and high explosive shells. The attack clawed for-
ward several hundred yards more in most sectors,
but after the capture of Montfaucon there were no
major accomplishments.

It was from here that German machine gunners held up the advance of part of the 77th Division on October 2. The 1st
Battalion, 308th Infantry, continuing its advance on the left, lost contact and was entirely surrounded.
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More could not be done without fresh units, an
improvement in the supply situation, and the for-
ward displacement of artillery. Pershing therefore
reluctantly called for a halt of several days, ordering
everyone to dig in where they were. For their part,
the men in the field didn’t need any encouragement
to go to ground. Many of their positions were
exposed to heavy German fire and were therefore dif-
ficult to consolidate.

Over the course of those first few days of fighting,
the infantry strength of US 1st Army had been con-
sumed at an increasing rate. If the Germans had ade-
quate reserves immediately on hand, it would have
been dire straits for the Americans. Some estimates
put as many as 100,000 stragglers doing nothing
more than milling around the AEF’s rear areas. Some
of those men were undoubtedly genuinely lost, but
others were certainly shirkers. Many were suffering
from shell shock, and needed rest before resuming
their duties. Commanders had to spend much of
their time simply trying to locate their units and get
them resupplied.

But the Germans had also suffered heavily. As it
was, the pressure forced them to commit their rein-
forcement divisions piecemeal into the line as battal-
ions and regiments. Many of the battalions initially
along the front had been annihilated, and those com-
ing up from the rear were understrength. Some divi-
sions had only a dozen or so of the vitally important
machineguns. But the artillery, though not strong in
number of guns, had sufficient ammunition to put
down heavy barrages on exposed attackers. More, Per-
shing’s halt was instrumental in helping not only the
AFF, but also the German army, regain balance.

Kriemhilde Stellung

The second phase of the American offensive began
early in October and lasted for two weeks. Paying a
heavy price in blood for every yard gained, the Yanks
pushed forward about six miles to breach the Kriem-
hilde Stellung, the main Hindenburg position. In the
Argonne forest the 77th struggled forward against
increasing resistance, almost losing an entire battal-
ion in the legendary “Lost Battalion” episode.

After slipping through a gap in the German lines,
the 1st Battalion of the 308th Infantry Regiment
found itself surrounded and remained so for several
days. Short of food, water and ammunition, the men
gallantly fought on until relieved indirectly by a push
from the neighboring 82nd Division into the forest
from the east. The battalion had been lucky; if the
Germans had more strength in the area it almost cer-
tainly would have been annihilated.

In the central sector the Americans pushed for-
ward against the Germans at Romagne, Cunel and
Grandpre. Those battles were as bitter and hard
fought as any in American history. To try to keep up
the momentum, Pershing rotated divisions in and out
of the line. But the restrictive nature of the terrain,
the general lack of experience in many of the divi-
sions, and the pressure from the top to keep going at
all costs, meant many units had no practical choice
other than to launch costly frontal attacks on heavi-
ly fortified positions.

It took an average of just six days of such fighting
to burn out an infantry division. Nearly all the casu-
alties were infantrymen and machinegunners, with
some divisions losing 90 percent of their rifle
strength. Worse, there weren’t enough replacements
in France to restore the attack formations, even
though several newly arrived divisions were entirely
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American vehicles crossing a bridge hastily repaired by 103rd
Engineers of the 28th Division near Boureuilles.

robbed of their manpower to do so. Of the 90,000 \
replacements called for by the infantry divisions in
the campaign, only 45,000 reached those front line
units.

At that point Pershing belatedly opened an offen-
sive on the east bank of the Meuse. Using US and )
French divisions side by side, the new push made |
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The Lost Battalion held out without food, drink, or medical care
for the wounded, from 2 Oct. until 7 Oct., when connection with
the division was re-established. During this time the detachment
of 750 men lost 498.

some gains before grounding to a halt. But the effect
on the main effort was positive in that the Germans
on the east bank were forced to turn to defend them-
selves rather than being able to go on pouring flank-
ing fire into the units advancing along the central
axis. The Germans countered by throwing in all the
reserves they had, fighting back bitterly for places

named in American reports as “Corned Willie Hill”
and “Molleville Farm.”

The 42nd “Rainbow” Division’s battle for a key hill
along the Kriemhilde Stellung was illustrative of the
kind of heavy fighting that had become typical. The
Cote de Chatillon was a bell-shaped wooded hill
about 1,000 yards long and wide. It was an essential
position for the Germans’ defense of their main line,
and they were determined not to give it up. Its cap-
ture would allow the Americans to observe to the vil-
lage of St. Georges in the north and even beyond it to
the Freya Stellung, the last prepared line of fortifica-
tions. After the battle almost 200 machineguns were
counted among the debris. Lt. Gen. Charles Summer-
hill, commander of 5th Corps, to which the 42nd was
attached, told Brig. Gen. Douglas MacArthur, who ran
the division’s 84th Brigade, to press the attack on
Chatillon until he took it or his casualties ran to more
than 5,000. MacArthur assured him the job would be
done or his name would be on the casualty list. Both
men meant what they said.

After a six-hour bombardment, the 84th kicked off
its attack on 14 October. All the division’s artillery,
together with that of the 1st Infantry Division, plus
18 batteries of US and French corps guns, and three
battalions of 8-inch pieces from the 59th Coast Artil-
lery, pounded the hill with thousands of rounds.
Pressing forward on a two battalion front, the infan-

The U.S. Infantry Division in 1918

American divisions consisted of two infantry brigades,
each of two regiments and a machinegun battalion. Each
regiment had three battalions, each with four large rifle
companies. The symmetrical look of the organization chart
led to this type of division being dubbed “square.” All Euro-
pean powers except the British had gone to war with simi-
lar square divisions containing 12 thousand-man battalions
(the British army did not have regiments, so their division
of 12 battalions was organized in three brigades). By 1918
a standard division had three regiments (or brigades) of
three battalions each (thus called “triangular” divisions), and
the battalions had been reduced to no more than 800 men,

US Infantry Division

(1918)
XX
42 "Rainbow"
26,000 men (16,000 riflemen)
260 Machineguns

French 75mm guns
sunb wwgg|

165 = 69 NY Noted personalities: Douglas MacArthur
166 = 4 Ohio CO of 84th Bde
167 =4 Alabama William Donovan
168 = 3 lowa CO of 1-165th
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usually fewer. These reductions were done for a number of
reasons: smaller units were easier to handle for leaders lack-
ing pre-war training, increasing numbers of machineguns,
mortars and artillery made riflemen redundant, and in sta-
tic trench warfare the additional (brigade) command level
was more hindrance than help. In short, the divisional struc-
ture had evolved to meet the new form of war.

But the American square division was not simply a copy
of the orginial European model. They were designed specif-
ically for the fighting in France, particularly with regard to
staying power, the weakness of the smaller triangular divi-
sions. An American division had 28,000 men, 16,000 of
them riflemen. This was more than 50% larger than the
original European division, and nearly four times the size
of the attenuated German divisions fighting in 1918.

In offensive combat, US divisions tried to keep about one-
third (or four battalions) of their rifle strength in contact
with the enemy, another third in immediate reserve to
exploit opportunities as they came up, and the last third in
deep reserve or in rest and replenishment mode.

Soldiers were usually brought forward via train in 40x8
foot boxcars, each carrying 40 men or eight horses, to as
close to the front as the rail system would allow, usually
not more than within 10 miles. They would then march to
an assembly area, conduct reconnaissance, and relieve the
(usually) French units then in place in the line.

Typically brigades would operate side-by-side and each
be given a set of objectives by the division commander to be
taken that day. Those objectives were usually well defined
as particular hills or farms, and were seldom more than a
mile or two distant from the start line. Each brigade would
attack with both regiments forward; and each regiment
would advance in column with one battalion leading and
two echeloned in reserve. The attack would continue until
the objective was taken or the foremost battalions were so
shot up they had to be replaced by fresh ones from the
same regiment.

The battalions would be rotated in that way until the divi-
sion was completely combat ineffective, at which time it



try managed to gain about 500 yards before the Ger-
mans opened on them. The losses that followed were
staggering. Both assault battalions lost two-thirds of
their strength in a few hours. For example, of the 500
men that went over the top in two companies of the
1st Battalion, only 70 were still fit for duty at mid-day.

Flailed by a storm of machinegun fire and artillery
liberally using gas shells, the attack stalled. In des-
peration, MacArthur considered ordering a night bay-
onet attack with his reserves, but changed his mind
at the last minute. The next day the attack inched for-
ward trench by trench. The fighting was all-out, with
the climax coming late in the afternoon as the deplet-
ed rifle companies at last neared the summit.

Just as the Germans were massing for a counter-
attack, a heavy Allied artillery barrage was brought
down on the top and reverse slope of the hill. That
broke the Germans, allowing the Americans to make
one last charge and take the hill. For the next week
they had to resist repeated German counterattacks,
but they held. The most heavily defended strong-
point in the German main line of resistance had fall-
en, and the way was seemingly open to press on
through it to the north.

But the Rainbow Division was no longer combat
effective. It had suffered a disastrous 3,679 casual-
ties, most of them in the two day attack on the hill
and in the area immediately to its west. It could no

Advance guard on a road leading into Cunel, 29 October. Ger-
man machinegun nests were in the trees overlooking the road.

longer go on; and had to be pulled out of the line for
rest and replenishment on 21 October.

As long as was the Rainbow’s casualty list, other
divisions suffered even more. For example, what was
arguably the most experienced division in the AEF,
the 1st Infantry, lost 7,772 killed, wounded or miss-
ing in 12 days while assaulting the German defenses
near Exermont and on the Cote di Maldah. Close
behind was the 82nd “All American” Infantry Divi-

would be pulled from the line and sent to the rear for re-
grouping. Intensive offensive operations at division level
were measured in handfuls of days as rifle strength was
burned up quickly in the trenches of the western front. Still,
American divisions could sustain combat operations for
about twice the time of their much smaller British and
French counterparts.

By the end of the war the infantry division TO&E had
been adjusted downward several times, due in part to the
inability of the AEF to replace all its casualties, and also in
recognition of the fact smaller units were easier for junior

Deployment. . .

US 1st Infantry Division
South of Exermont
1 October 1918
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officers and NCOs to command. For example, by November
1918, rifle companies had been reduced from an on-paper
strength of 250 to 175.

The divisions of the AEF came from three sources: the
Regular Army (1st through 8th Divisions), the National
Guard (26th through 42nd) and the National Army of con-
scripts with a leavening of Regulars (77th through 92nd).
Most of the Guard divisions came from one or two states,
but the 42nd “Rainbow” Division (pictured here) was drawn
from 26 states and included two regiments, the 165th and
167th, whose antecedents (the 69th New York and 4th
Alabama respectively) had been rivals during the Civil War.
Whether because of this rivalry or despite it, the 42nd be-
came one of the finest units in the AEF.

There was a great deal of rivalry between the Guard and
the rest of the army (which continues to this day), largely
arising from the mistrust of the Regulars for the fighting
capacity of the “weekend warriors.”

.. .and its results
Rifle Strength of the 1st Infantry Division
on 7 October 1918, after six days of
fighting near Exermont.
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On Oct. 8, Sgt. York with seven men, Co. G, 327th Inf., 82nd
Div., armed with rifles and pistols, captured 35 mchine guns,
132 Germans and killed 20.

sion, which lost 6,369 men to all causes while attack-
ing the eastern approaches of the Argonne Forest
near Cornay. Those figures represent nearly half the
rifle strength available to those units.

In mid-October, Gen. Hunter Liggett, 1st Army’s
commander, petitioned Pershing to call a halt: a thor-
ough reorganization was needed. For the next two
weeks the troops were rested and an intensive re-
training program was implemented with emphasis on
small unit maneuver and assaulting fortified posi-
tions. Special assault teams were organized, well
equipped with grenades and submachineguns. Units
at all levels were directed to bypass enemy strong-
points whenever possible. Above all, the soldiers
were completely reindoctrinated in anti-gas proce-
dures. (Thirty percent of the attack force’s casualties
had been from that cause.) Logistical and adminis-
trative procedures were streamlined, and supplies
were brought up for what turned out to be the final
offensive, scheduled to begin on 1 November.

The Final Offensive

After a short but intense bombardment, the men
of the 2nd, 77th, 78th, 80th, 89th and 90th Infantry
Divisions went over the top. For the first time in the
American offensive, the Germans themselves were hit
with a large quantity of gas. The doughboys met only
scattered resistance, quickly seizing all their objec-
tives along the Barricourt Heights. They pushed on
through the night, and by dawn the second day had
irreparably breached the last German defensive line.

The Germans were suffering similar defeats in the
French and British sectors of the western front, and
were forced to withdraw to a line running from Sedan
in the south to Antwerp on the coast. Along the
American sector all German forces were ordered to

withdraw as rapidly as possible behind the Meuse,
where a new defensive position was under construc-
tion. In fact, though, most German divisions in the
area had already ceased to exist as such: some regi-
ments were down to 200 men with no machineguns.
Numerous artillery pieces had to be abandoned due
to a lack of horses to pull them; the Germans were
increasingly unable to substitute those heavy wea-
pons’ firepower for their growing lack of manpower
along the front line, as they’d done previously.

On 10 November the Yanks established several
bridgeheads across the new German line east of the
river. The German army was reeling, and behind the
lines negotiations were in their final hour. The next
day the guns stopped firing and an eerie calm des-
cended over the battlefield.

The campaign was costly for both sides. During
the six week operation the Americans suffered
117,000 killed, wounded and captured. Many others
suffered long-term affliction from exposure to poi-
son gas. German casualties numbered 100,000 in
addition to the 26,000 captured by the advancing
Americans. Nearly 900 cannon and 3,000 precious
machineguns were lost or had to be abandoned in the
retreat.

The AEF performed well during the final two
weeks of the war. The last attack, particularly when
compared with the recent operations in the Meuse-
Argonne, was executed with skill. Command, staff
and logistical activities at all levels had greatly im-
proved. The two weeks of intensive retraining had
paid off, and the soldiers worked their way forward
with greater confidence as it became more and more
apparent the Germans were being defeated.

While not decisive in itself, the Meuse-Argonne
offensive contributed mightily to the overall Allied
effort to defeat the Germans in 1918. The Germans
reacted vigorously to the American attack by send-
ing 34 divisions to reinforce the defenses there, tak-
ing them mostly from adjacent sectors facing the
French. Wearing down the German reserves in that
way had always been an Allied goal and was a pre-
requisite to final victory. The Meuse-Argonne was the
paramount test of an army that in the operative
sense hadn’t even existed just a year earlier. Given
its inexperience and the difficult conditions under
which it was committed, the AEF must be judged to
have done well. o
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Brazil in

[Ed’s Note: The Brazilian stamps shown in the article
commemorate the FEB’s participation in World War II.
Shown at 100 percent.]

Reluctant Ally

In 1937, Brazilian President Getulio Vargas res-
ponded to both communist and fascist attempts to
overthrow him by announcing a new constitution and
declaring his intention to remain in office. To revive
his country’s depression-strapped economy, he also
suspended payment on the foreign debt and began a
road and railway construction program into the hin-
terland. To bolster the military, he began resupply-
ing the armed forces with up to date weaponry.

On the day of that announcement, the Brazilian
foreign minister, Oswaldo Aranha, personally out-
lined Vargas’ ideas to US Ambassador Jefferson Caf-
fery. Aranha promised Brazil’s foreign policy would
remain as it had been. He pleaded for Washington to
remain friendly and maintain good relations.

In fact, however, growing German influence in
Brazil (as well as in Chile and Argentina) was already
becoming worrisome to the US State and War Depart-
ments. Some Brazilian military leaders, such as War
Minister Eurico Dutra and Army Chief of Staff Goes
Monteiro, openly favored Germany because they be-
lieved Hitler was destined to conquer Europe and
possibly much territory beyond it. Yet another com-
plicating factor came from the fact about a million
persons of German descent lived in Brazil at the time,
of whom only a fourth had been born in South Amer-
ica.

There was no question Brazil excited Berlin’s strat-
egic interest. In Hitler's own words, he planned to
“transform a corrupt mestizo race into a German
dominion.” Inside Brazil, therefore, German consular
agents and spies built up large organizations aimed
at creating popular support for Nazism.

The Abwehr, the German armed forces intelligence
service, also utilized Brazilian territory as a radio
transmission center. (Atmospheric conditions made
it easier to broadcast from there back to Europe than
from most other points in the New World.) So German
agents in Canada, the US and elsewhere in the hemi-
sphere mailed their reports, secreted in ostensibly pri-
vate correspondence, to drop boxes in Brazil. Those
mailing addresses were often set up through the cre-
ation of dummy businesses, sometimes with unknow-
ing third parties serving as fronts. The agents them-
selves were frequently Brazilian-born Germans, or
Germans who'’d lived in the country for many years.

During the late 1930s, then, Germany seemed to
be gaining the upper hand in vying for control of
Brazil. US military policy allowed Roosevelt to send
assistance to all Latin American republics in the form

of military training and direct aid, but the Brazilians
never responded to the offers. Isolationist legislation
in the US hindered the delivery of what arms deals
were made, and American arms manufacturers were
often unable to meet the low prices and easy pay-
ment terms offered enticingly by Axis firms.

Argentine opposition to US plans also weakened
FDR’s hand. In 1937 that country protested the trans-
fer of three old destroyers to Brazil from the US Navy.
In backing down from the deal, the US was made to
seem to be deserting Brazil. Disappointed by the
Allies’ appeasement of Hitler at Munich in 1938, and
determined to maintain their position as the leading
country of South America, the Brazilians decided to
act alone and turned outright to Germany for arms.
In March 1938 they bought $55 million in infantry
weapons, naval vessels and artillery pieces from
Krupp.

To try to win more Congressional support for his
efforts in Brazil, Roosevelt went so far as to declare
Vargas a “coauthor” of the New Deal, and also sent
Chief of Staff George Marshall there to begin talking
up the idea of hemispheric defense (at its nearest
point, the African coast lies only 1,400 miles from
Brazil’s). When a friendly populace lined the streets
to greet him as he arrived in Rio de Janeiro aboard the
USS Nashville on 25 May 1939, Marshall felt somewhat
emboldened. In his talks with Dutra and Monteiro, he
called for the establishment of US air bases in north-
east Brazil to help cover the Panama Canal.

Monteiro accompanied Marshall on his return voy-
age, with the main topic enroute centering on more
arms shipments to Brazil. It became clear Brazilian
military cooperation depended directly on the degree
of free assistance the US was willing to provide.
Impressed by Marshall’s friendly treatment of him,
as well as the evidence of burgeoning US military
strength he saw while in the US, Monteiro backed off
from his earlier embrace of the Germans. When he
returned to Rio in August, he carried with him the
outline agreement for full military cooperation
between the two nations, though it wasn’t officially
signed for two more years.

Shortly after war exploded across Europe, a flight
of B-17 Flying Fortresses commanded by Maj. Gen.
Delos C. Emmons, then C-in-C of the entire Army Air
Corps, landed in Rio. Emmons hand-carried a letter
from FDR to Vargas calling for yet more US/Brazil-
ian friendship and solidarity. On the same trip Em-
mons also investigated Brazil’s northeast, in particu-
lar examining the Natal area as a probable site for a
major air base. At the same time, US Navy patrols
were initiated in the South Atlantic.

During the first half of 1940, Vargas continued to
try to tread a cautious path between official neutral-
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ity and increasing cooperation with the US. In south
Brazil, where hundreds of thousands of Italian immi-
grants lived, he stressed in a speech that any action
he took in the war would only be made in accord with
the other nations of South America.

Brazil’s diplomatic corps, along with those of the
other Latin American nations, protested the German
invasion of the neutral Low Countries, but at the
same time also agreed to handle Italian and German
affairs in England through their diplomatic offices.
With the fall of France, US strategists became intense-

ly alarmed about the security
of the Caribbean and Brazil’s
northeast. Marshall cabled
Monteiro stating the Roosevelt
administration had come to
consider “closest cooperation”
between Brazil and the US was
“vitally necessary.” In fact, FDR
had become so alarmed over
the seemingly unstoppable
German advances he ordered
Marshall to prepare plans for a
US invasion and occupation of
all of Brazil in case unfolding
events made such a move nec-
essary.

For his part, Vargas doubt-
ed the US had the means to
defend his country against
German invasion, and doubted
even more those in Washing-
ton would be willing to hand
over the equipment needed to
enable the South Americans to
do the job themselves. So dur-
ing the summer of 1940, Var-
gas negotiated simultaneously
with Germany and the US in an
effort to get one of them to set
up a modern steel mill in Bra-
zil. Krupp made the more
attractive offer, but Vargas
turned it down when it became
clear the Germans weren't go-
ing to win a quick victory in
the Battle of Britain. On 26 Sep-
tember 1940 he signed a steel
mill agreement with the US,
and the Export-Import Bank
was thereby also immediately
authorized to lend Brazil $10
million, with a pledge of a sec-
ond amount of that size to be
made available later.

Also during 1940, as all this
diplomacy was going on, a sec-
ret clause of the Military Ap-
propriations Act had autho-
rized Roosevelt to carry out
clandestine projects across
North Africa and South Ameri-
ca. The War Department there-
fore secretly arranged with Pan
American Airways to set up an
airport development program
(ADP) in Brazil. Under it, Pan
Am constructed twin chains of
(ostensibly corporate) airfields
leading from the US to Brazil,
one through Central America
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and the other across the West Indias and the Guianas.
Travel time between New York City and Rio had pre-
viously taken 14 days by ship, but the new air routes
cut that to only five days, and later to just three after
further improvements were added.

Pan Am begun the airfield development program
in November 1940, but Vargas delayed those facili-
ties’ availability to US armed forces until June 1941.
By that time Roosevelt had come to consider the new
airfields’ military use so vital that he authorized US
armed forces to begin operating out of them even

Rockall

N ey

“UNITED «¥4
__ STATES -

| G UL iR o)

MEXICO

Bermuda

© Aores
NORTH 3

~a
Taan

i 5 &
Galapagos Is. i \Q'-“to

| /) ®Bogota |

1.San Felix i
1.San Ambrosia

Is.Juan Femandez

80°

)

e

Caracas /|

)

oM

Rio de Janeiro g~

- eAsuncién

=

‘a\ » Sant‘iago

Buenos Aires ‘l“ 4‘M

| Cape f~
Verde Is; © Dakar,

\ \

D 4 ) N

.
.
\, .
“ Yt 7 ? (

“je Freetown AN

Monr‘ovi‘a‘ -

N .
o LAbidjan Acota s Lag
- T/

BRAZIL

o ®laPaz

i

ontevideo :

( L4 o .
| % |Ascension I. RS
0

-----

St. Helena

GULF
e s Ul

v
x

0

0

' SOUTH

ATLANTIC

. OCEAN rTri.sl‘an da Cunha

......

lkland Is.
iy

60°

. Gough I.

The Battle ofc the Atlantic

onvoy Routes
Main U-boat operational areas

T Aug 1942 — May 1945
Q 1000 Miles

0 1000 2000 3000

Limit of Allied air cover
7 Sept 1939 — July 1942 == == == == Sept 1939 — July 1942
--------- Aug 1942 — May 1945
3000

40|00 Km

| ! !
40°

208 0°

20°

33




(AP A A A AT A

B A TA WAV TR

AU AN rvv\r-u\r\r>

AU AL A A U A,

b)

)*J‘\r‘.m’\f'\.’—'\/‘\,’\z\mm

S AN A A A AL AN U

~7

ST SRS

e e e VAN N N W VoV e g g

34

?—_‘

RASIL GORREIO

NSNS

e A A L U U e P A

without Brazilian permission. The first flights of Lend
Lease supplies therefore left Miami, bound for British
North Africa via Natal, in May. By war’s end, thou-
sands of supply planes had flown through the Natal
and Belem bases, while thousands of others had used
the facilities to carry out an extensive anti-submarine
campaign in the waters off Brazil.

Brazil’s return for allowing the US presence evol-
ved into the most comprehensive military and eco-
nomic assistance program ever put in place by the
US anywhere in Latin America up to that time. First,
the US gave outright to Brazil some $200 million
worth of military equipment, including 300 tanks.
They were also given another $120 million to use for
economic development, particularly to build rail-
roads to speed the exporting of the raw materials
needed by US war industry. The full agreement, final-
ly and officially implemented in March 1942, insured
Brazilian participation in the war on the Allied side
and also cemented Vargas’ position of power within
his country.

Around the same time, however, when German U-
boats operating just off the US coast sank four Brazil-
ian merchantmen in quick succession, Vargas decid-
ed to suspend commerce until the Yankees agreed to
either provide convoy protection to all his nation’s
shipping or turned over enough deck guns to arm
them all. By late April the US Navy high command
had agreed to take full responsibility for the protec-
tion of all Brazilian overseas commerce. Vargas lift-
ed the embargo, opened all ports to the US Navy, and
instructed his air and naval forces to begin operat-
ing in complete compliance with US Navy recom-
mendations.

The advent of joint US-Brazilian naval and air
patrols angered Hitler and his naval commanders. In
June 1942, Hitler ordered his U-boat force to make a
special effort to hit Brazilian shipping. During one
radio harangue broadcast during that period, Hitler
in particular threatened to level all of Natal. The U-
boat blitz was indeed hitting hard by August, cutting
coastal communications between Rio and the north-
east. One Brazilian troop transport went down car-
rying 260 soldiers, and another ship was sunk while
transporting religious pilgrims. For the first time
Brazilian popular opinion was outraged, with many
screaming for German blood.

Calls for a declaration of war against Germany
began to reverberate across the country. Angry mobs
stormed German and Italian consulates, looted Ger-

man owned stores and ransacked German owned
newspapers. A somber Vargas finally recognized the
obvious, that his days as a wheeler-dealer in the mid-
dle were over, and formally declared a state of war on
21 August 1942.

Vargas met with FDR at Natal on 28 January 1943,
to discuss the ongoing air and naval campaigns being
waged from Brazil, and also the post-war conse-
quences of Brazil having actively joined the Allies.
Roosevelt charmed Vargas, as the two talked without
interpreters in a language they both knew: French.
The American president pleased the Brazilian by
telling him he wanted him “at his side” during the
peace conference when that time came. The results of
the meeting pleased both leaders, and heightened
Brazil’s status among the other Latin American
nations. Indeed, no American leader before or since
has so captured the hearts of Brazilians.

As one result of the Natal Conference, both na-
tion’s War Departments endorsed the idea of send-
ing Brazilian ground forces overseas. Further, Vargas
agreed to accept the decision of the US high com-
mand as to their area of deployment. At the same
time, US Adm. Jonas H. Ingram was given direct
charge of all Brazilian naval forces.

The FEB

The decision to send Brazilian troops to Europe
turned out to be the high point of the two nations’
alliance. The strength of the planned “Brazilian Expe-
ditionary Force” (Portuguese acronym: FEB) was to
have been three full divisions, but it was soon
reduced to just one. As part of the deal, by the end of
1944 over 1,000 Brazilian officers were given training
at various US military bases. Brazilians, in fact,
became the largest group of foreigners to receive
training in the US during the war.

In August 1943, Vargas appointed Joao Batista
Mascarenhas de Morales as commanding general of
the FEB. Since Brazil had until then modeled its army
on that of France, it was simpler to build from
scratch an entirely new division, based on a US tem-
plate, than to try to restructure one of the older units.
By mutual agreement the FEB was then directly inte-
grated into the US Army, rather than go to the field
as an independent Allied command. The Brazilians
depended entirely on the US Army for their trans-
port, equipment, supplies, mail delivery and even
their pay. The FEB’s component units were mobilized
and concentrated around Rio by January 1944. Final
training got underway in April, and a month later
plans were set to transport the South Americans
overseas.

Late in May the entire division paraded through
Rio watched by cheering crowds. But the Axis press
made caustic comments about the FEB’s ability to win
headlines without having been in combat. Hitler
remarked the FEB would sail the day “snakes began
smoking pipes” — which then prompted the Brazil-
ians to make their unit symbol a smoking cobra.

On 29 June 1944, the first units of the FEB moved
by sealed train to an embarkation dock in Rio where
they boarded a troop transport. Two days later they
sailed for North Africa. Rerouted directly to Naples
while in mid-Atlantic, the Brazilians’ arrival in Furope
was unimpressive. Debarking on 16 July, still with-
out any weapons, the US port authorities at first mis-
took them for prisoners of war. Because nobody had
bothered to set up a camp for them, the South Amer-
icans just stood around the docks. Back home, the
Brazilian press began to publish shocked reports at
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the apparent lack of importance the US Army com-
mand was giving to their nation’s troops.

Gen. Mascarenhas struggled to gain better US sup-
port, since his nation’s honor, along with his and all
his officers’ careers, depended on the FEB’s perfor-
mance. Once they were armed, however, the Brazil-
ians began to gain in confidence. The assignment of
some good US liaison officers also began to make a
big difference. At a ceremony organized just prior to
the Brazilians’ moving to the front, the assembled
soldiers sang “God Bless America” in English in front
of their new army commander, US Gen. Mark Clark.
For his part, Clark was glad to have them, since sev-
eral of his other divisions had recently been taken
from him for the invasion of southern France.

The FEB’s combat career finally began in Septem-
ber 1944, in the Serchio valley west of Florence. At
first, they advanced well against the German forces
then withdrawing into the Gothic Line. But Mas-
carenhas’ determination to succeed at all costs led
him into a hard nosed stance. For example, when,
after six weeks in the field, one battalion was ordered
to move to relieve an American unit, its commander
requested a 24 hour delay to allow his men to rest
and resupply with ammunition. Mascarenhas rebuk-
ed him by asking: “Didn’t each soldier receive a
knife?” (As the situation finally unfolded, the Amer-
ican command intervened to allow the Brazilian bat-
talion a full 48 hours to rest and resupply.)

The first FEB reverse occurred when their 6th
Infantry Regiment occupied a ridge overlooking a
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German communications center within the Gothic
Line. The macho Brazilians typically disdained of dig-
ging defensive trenches and foxholes, so the enemy
took advantage of that by launching a counterattack
at 2:30 a.m. on 31 October. Until then involved in
what had been almost entirely a pursuit operation, it
was a new experience for the South Americans. The
6th was therefore easily rolled back by the Germans,
earning Mascarenhas and his regimental commander
censure for allowing such a poor defensive stance.

After that setback, however, the FEB was given
another chance to prove its worth when the 6th Reg-
iment was transferred to the Reno Valley. There it
linked with the Ist and 11th Infantry Regiments of
the FEB, which had just arrived in Italy, and prepared
to assault the German positions on Monte Castello.
But the new situation only further exposed the glar-
ing deficiencies in the FEB’s overall training and com-
mand structure. They attacked the enemy fortifica-
tions four times during November and December, but
the defending force — the German 232nd Grenadier
Infantry Division, which itself had only been orga-
nized in July 1944 from convalescents and older men
— threw them back each time.

Though new as a unit, the German division con-
tained many veterans of the Russian front. That
cadre organized the rest of their unit into a stout
defense with interlocking fields of fire and excellent
overviews of the Brazilians’ approach routes. Using
outdated frontal assault tactics, the Brazilians also
had to contend with ice and mud.
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One battalion, moved into its jump off positions at
night, two hours before their attack was to begin, dis-
covered at daybreak they were in full view of the Ger-
mans. The lead company was swiftly cut to pieces by
enemy fire. The commander of the neighboring
Brazilian company was so stunned by the slaughter
he witnessed that he refused to go on, resigning and
handing over his command to a lieutenant in the
midst of battle.

The Germans that day proved particularly effec-
tive in their use of hand grenades. At one point a sin-
gle one of their “potato mashers” instantly and simul-
taneously killed nine South Americans. From a
distance all that could be heard of the battle was the
rattle of German machinegun fire and the roars of
their grenades going off, intermingled with the
screams of wounded and dying Brazilians.

Another unpleasant setback occurred for the FEB
as 1944 was drawing to a close. Motivated by Mus-
solini’s urging to make good use of several of his fas-
cist divisions that had recently received German
retraining, and to duplicate in Italy the success then
being achieved by the German army in the Ardennes,
Field Marshal Albert Kesselring planned an offensive
against the FEB and the neighboring US 92nd Divi-
sion, whose infantry consisted of African-American
battalions. On the night of 25/26 December, troops
of Mussolini's Monte Rosa Infantry Division and the
German 16th SS Panzergrenadier Division broke into
the US/Brazilian lines and recaptured the town of
Barga.

An elated Mussolini journeyed into the snow cov-
ered area to camp and dine with his soldiers. But he
left again just as quickly as he’d come once he saw
how poorly provisioned they were. Shortly thereafter
the SS unit was pulled out of the line for transfer to
the eastern front. That created the opportunity for
British Gurka units to move into the area, counterat-
tack, and crush the overextended fascist Italians.

The new year finally brought respect and success
to the FEB. On 16 February they at last succeeded in
capturing Monte Castello, taking it at bayonet point
after five tries. Advancing across the open without
artillery support, the determination of the Brazilians
amazed the Germans.

During the final spring offensive the FEB covered
the left of 5th Army during its advance into the Po
River valley. They captured Monte della Castellana on
5> March, then pushed into Montese on 16 April,
where they suffered 426 casualties in a four day
fight. When US elements reached the Po River on 23
April, the FEB moved northwest to seal off the retreat
of the German 51st Mountain Corps. The Brazilians
found it particularly satisfying to meet again, and
this time defeat, the remnant of the Monte Rosa Divi-
sion, along with the San Marco, Italia and German
148th Infantry Divisions. On 29 April they took For-
novo, capturing two enemy generals, 800 officers and
14,700 of the enemy rank and file.

Having suffered 3,000 casualties among the total
of 25,000 committed, Mascarenhas felt honor had
been satisfied. He requested quick shipment home
for the FEB in mid-May 1945, only a week after the
war ended. The first ships carrying FEB men steamed
into Rio harbor on 18 July. The victory celebrations
surpassed the wildest carnivals ever held.

@
Conclusions
Brazilian participation in World War II centered on
three elements: the air transport system, cooperation
with the US South Atlantic naval force, and the FEB.

The air transport system played an immensely
important role in the overall war effort against the
Germans in 1942 and 1943. Without it, Allied supply
problems in North Africa would have been much
greater. The Brazilian airfields enhanced the defense
of the Panama Canal in 1941 and 1942, and allowed
for the carrying out of a successful anti-submarine
campaign across the Caribbean and South Atlantic.
Had the German U-boats been able to close the Atlan-
tic narrows, the balance of naval power throughout
that ocean would have swung in favor of the Axis.

After a stumbling start, the FEB’s contribution to
the ground war was enough to at least satisfy most
Brazilians that their national honor had been well
served. Dependent upon the US Army, the Brazilians’
role at first seemed almost mercenary; but their
determination and increasing combat prowess even-
tually led them to rack up a good overall combat
record. ‘

Domestically, the creation of what amounted to a
US-Brazilian alliance fulfilled Vargas’ goals of boost-
ing his country’s economic and military development.
The steel mill he acquired marked the very beginning
of Brazilian industrialization. The new airfields,
roads and railways greatly facilitated internal com-
munications even before the war was over. Brazil also
gained a strong voice, and recognition of its domi-
nant position as regional power, within South Amer-
ica.

Reequipped with modern weapons, the Brazilian
military gained both prestige and combat experience.
The FEB in fact represented the first appearance of
South American soldiers in Europe; and Brazil was
the only Latin American nation to send ground
troops into combat during all of World War 1I.

After the war, FEB veterans challenged the status
quo in Brazil. Many had clarified for them by their
overseas experience the painful contradiction that
theirs was a rich country populated by poor people.
The lowliest among them had experienced soldierly
egalitarianism and gained self-confidence in Italy.
Rallies of FEB veterans after the war often turned into
demonstrations for greater freedom and elections.
Some 80 percent of the veterans eventually joined
parties in opposition to Vargas, who had disbanded
their unit and demobilized them instantly upon their
return home. At one point the fearful president even
prohibited the publication of poetry written by FEB
men. He eventually committed suicide in 1954, and
was succeeded in the presidency by several FEB vet-
erans. D
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by Ty Bomba

The Indians and Pakistanis have fought each other
three times in the past half-century. The first war
broke out even before both nations had officially
gained their independence from Britain. That strug-
gle lasted 15 months, from October 1947 to December
1948, and certified the two belligerents’ national iden-
tities but failed to resolve the question of which
should possess the mountainous northern province
of Kashmir. The second war lasted three indecisive
weeks in September 1965, ending with the Kashmir
situation still in contention. The last of the three wars
was fought over only two weeks in December 1971,
and resulted in the severing of East Pakistan from
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Islamabad’s control and its transformation into the
nation of Bangladesh, which immediately gave it the
sorry status of being one of the world’s poorest coun-
tries.

During the remainder of the Cold War after 1971,
some stability was injected into the two enemies’
relations as each — in search of military alliance and
defense aid — began to drift into that struggles’ two
opposed camps. New Dehli aligned itself — strategi-
cally, if not ideologically — with Moscow to create a
check against the perceived Chinese threat from
Tibet, along with securing massive arms aid. (Some
70 percent of all Indian military equipment in use
today is still of Cold War-era Soviet origin.) Islam-
abad, particularly after the rise of the ayatollahs in
Iran and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, for a
time became the linchpin of Washington’s strategy
of containment across the region.

But the ending of the Cold War at the start of this
decade meant the Indian subcontinent again dimin-
ished in global strategic importance. With their
national destinies back in their own hands, however,
both the Indians and Pakistanis rejected the idea of
even trying to establish a workable detente along
their lengthy common border. Instead, both pushed
to complete their atomic weapons development pro-
grams — even though the resultant sanctions and
embargoes would lead to the deterioration of their
conventional armed forces’ strength — while also
fighting a renewed, though so far low-intensity, con-
flict in divided Kashmir.

The west is today almost entirely free of the
scourge of large-scale inter-faith strife; not since the
Protestant-Catholic wars of the 16th century has it
known anything even remotely comparable to the
subcontinent’s Hindu-Moslem rift of today. As Pak-
Istani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif recently explained
in justifying his decision to go ahead with atomic
weapons testing: “The outside world is not aware of
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The most significant minority are the Mohajirs,
Urdu-speaking ex-refugees who fled into southern
Pakistan at the time of the partition of British India.
They make up about two-third’s of Karachi’s inhabi-
tants (the nation’s largest city, with about 5 million
total population), and they greatly resent the rural
and north-urban Sindhi-speakers who dominate the
national economy and politics. In fact, in June 1995
a Mohajir general strike within Karachi turned into a
general rebellion in which automatic weapons and
rocket-propelled grenades were used by both sides.

The following month saw a Pakistan army force of
25,000, backed by another 7,000 paramilitary “Na-
tional Rangers,” sent in to crush the rebels. The fight-
ing continued into March 1996, by which time an esti-
mated 1,000 to 3,000 Mohajir fighters had been
killed, with a similar number jailed or driven into
exile. The security force’s losses aren’t known for cer-
tain, but are estimated to have been around 300.
Exact casualty figures for all internal security opera-
tions on the subcontinent are hard to come by from
both Islamabad and New Delhi. Both governments
refuse to issue any tallies, citing such numbers’ oth-
erwise certain detrimental effect on “national mor-
ale.”

Other minorities within Pakistan include Baluchis,
Pushtuns and Punjabis, along with numerous small
tribes near the Afghan border. None of them have
any great love for the national regime, but none are
well enough organized or armed to pose a security
threat anywhere near as great as that of the Moha-
jirs.

Islamabad chronically overspends its revenues in
an effort to keep up its military strength: current
annual defense spending is over $3.7 billion, while
the annual government deficit is around five percent
of gross national product. Defense thus absorbs
about 40 percent of all public expenditure, and is
about 20 times greater than what gets spent for edu-
cation and health. Inflation is trotting along at about
11 percent.

The country’s regular military (see diagram) is the-
oretically backed by another 100,000 or so paramili-
tary forces and a national guard of 180,000. The
problem there, however, comes from the fact neither
of those groups has personnel trained or equipped
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to participate in anything beyond light internal secu-
rity duties, while at the same time the law requires
they be officered by men detached from the regulars.
Thus the Pakistan army, navy and air force run
chronic junior-leader shortages.

Since the late 1980s, Pakistani defense doctrine
has come to be dominated by what they call the
“Riposte,” a doctrine now practiced at all levels. The
concept stems from the idea any new Indo-Pakistan
war will likely last two to four weeks before some
coalition of outside powers, or the exhaustion of the
belligerents, compels a truce. They concede the tem-
po and direction of the ground fighting will largely be
dominated by their Indian foes. Given that realiza-
tion, and at last seeing the futility of the defend-
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What all that means on the
ground is on any given day about
one-third of India’s regular army
is deployed on some kind of

internal security operation. That
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ous cities to abort simple sectar-
ian rioting. So bad has the situa-
tion become one senior Indian
general, who declined to go on
record with his name, recently
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everything strategy they tried in the three previous
wars, the Riposte is intended to allow for redress at
the peace table. At the tactical level, night attacks,
breakouts and rapid follow-on advances are empha-
sized, while at the operational level the rapid cross-
ing of large obstacles is seen as key. At the strategic
level the idea is to move between the main enemy
axes of advance to seize some Indian territory that
can later be traded for areas lost within Pakistan. To
better accomplish the Riposte, the Pakistanis have
created two “strike corps” within their army (see dia-
gram). Those units contain some of their best offi-
cers, men, equipment and weapon systems — includ-
ing about 250 T-85s, the best tank presently available
in any serious numbers anywhere on the subconti-
nent.

India’s Strategic Situation

India’s population is estimated to be about 931
million, which makes it the second most populous
nation on the planet. Eighty-two percent are Hindu
and another 11 percent are Moslem; the rest are a
mix of Sikhs, Christians, Buddhists and Jains. They
are mostly poor, but are generally not as bad off as
the Pakistanis (average annual per capita income
$1,300). They are likewise a bit more educated (48%
literacy), and slightly healthier than their cross-bor-
der enemies (average lifespan 57.5 years).

By any measure India’s armed forces are huge,
with over 1.2 million regulars on duty, backed by
another 300,000 ready reserves and 600,000 in para-
military forces. Just as in Pakistan, though, the latter
two groups are unprepared for serious war and also

‘drain the regulars of needed talent. For instance, a

1995 parliamentary report admitted the army alone
was short about 9,000 captains — men who, the doc-
ument admitted, should be making up the “cutting
edge of operational units.”

If internal security duties can be said to be strain-
ing Pakistan’s regulars, they are almost certainly
plunging India’s into crisis. There are currently rebel-
lions, guerrilla struggles, assassination campaigns
and terrorist attacks taking place in Kashmir, Punjab,
Manipur, Assam, Nagaland, Jammu and between

lamented the army is “looked
upon [by the government] as just
better organized, experienced
and disciplined riot police.”

Regardless of other factors, then, the current
mode of deployment alone is a powerful force work-
ing to dull the true warfighting capabilities of the
Indian military. Even so, there are other factors also
pulling in the downward direction.

The first is an almost complete lack of a guiding
strategic doctrine. The Indians can be somewhat
excused for this, since their strategic position is
much more complicated than that of the Pakistanis
(for more detail on that, see Command no. 50, p. 32).
But those in power in New Dehli have not only failed
completely at forging any long-term directional prin-
ciples for their military, they have also developed a
second detrimental pattern of waffling at lower lev-
els of defense planning, such as weapons procure-
ment and personnel training.

For example, the air force’s training accident
record is currently one of the worst in the world, and
up to half of their fighter aircraft are grounded for
repairs each day. Similarly, the domestically pro-
duced “Arjun” tank, a program originally begun back
in 1974, has gone through so many redesigns and
false starts the number operationally deployed will
now only reach 124 (enough for two regiments) in
2001. In yet another example of this type, the Indi-
ans, perhaps in an effort to counter the Pakistanis’
riposte doctrine, have recently designated three of
their army corps as “reserve/strike” formations. But
there doesn’t appear to have been any follow-on
effort in terms of manning, equipment or training to
match the Pakistanis in honing those outfits into any
kind of elite.

The strategic, operational and tactical direction of
the Indian defense structure has in fact become so
bad, Lt. Gen. K.X. Hazari, the army’s former chief of
staff, recently claimed the whole process could at
best be described as “ad hocism.” He feels the spo-
radic course-changing of the past quarter-century has
actually been “counter-productive” in maintaining
overall defense capabilities.

But despite the Indians’ many problems, given the
pattern of the previous wars and the sheer size of
their army, we could probably expect them to be the
overall aggressor in any new conflict. Their effort
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would likely center on attempting a broad front
advance, stretching more or less evenly from Kash-
mir to the coast and aimed at causing, through attri-
tion and conquest, the complete national collapse of
Pakistan. The final goal would probably then be to
divide the defeated country into three or more small
and weak successor states, thereby creating a buffer
situation similar to the one already in place in the
area of Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Bangladesh.

The Atomic Factor

Despite the many problems, uncertainties, weak-
nesses and outright failings plaguing the militaries
of India and Pakistan, one thing of which those in
both governments are certain is they must have
atomic weapons. And that they have accomplished.
According to the best estimates, Pakistan has per-
haps as many as two-dozen aircraft- and missile-
capable atomic warheads, while India’s tally is about
65. Even more frightening is the fact that by the
rapidly approaching end of the century that com-
bined figure may go as high as 300.

Because of the already poor state of both nations’
medical infrastructures and the crowding within their
cities, Pentagon estimates place the immediate death
toll of an atomic war begun now on the subcontinent
at about 36 million to start, with the figure then
climbing to around 100 million in the two weeks after
the initial exchange. Iit should also be noted those
same Pentagon wargames always conclude, though
the next Indo-Pakistan war might start with only con-
ventional weapons in use, there’s little or no chance
it will end that way.

Some experts are hoping the advent of nuclear
weapons in south Asia, and with it the certainty of
“mutually assured destruction” (or “M.A.D.”) will lead
to peace there just as it did between the USSR and
the USA during the Cold War. But decision making in
Islamabad and New Dehli isn’t conducted in the same
way it was in Washington and Moscow. In fact, Prof.
Stephen P. Cohen, an expert on the two countries
from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign,
summarizes Indian-Pakistani top-level decision mak-
ing this way: “At various times both countries have
displayed an incoherent decision-making system.
Although at present the system has improved, you
cannot predict...what will happen during a crisis.”

In short, because of the lack of the many safe-
guards the US and Soviet Union built into their con-
frontation — dual launch controls, clear chains of
command, surveillance satellites, mutual monitoring
agreements, etc. — a tragic-comedy climax, like the
one portrayed in the classic film Dr. Strangelove, is
much more likely to occur between India and Pak-
istan than it ever was in the larger, older standoff.
From the western perspective, however, one mitigat-
ing factor comes from the fact no crucial US/Euro-
pean interest is really at stake on the subcontinent. In
fact, since India and Pakistan are about as far away
from the centers of western power as they could be
while still being on Earth, the two can probably blow
each other to smithereens while the rest of us simply
watch on TV and go about our business. One has to
wonder, though, if that was the kind of thing Presi-
dent Bush was thinking of when he called for the
birth of the new world order.

An even more awful realization comes from the
fact the recent Pakistani detonations were hailed in
the news media of the Middle East as signalling the
advent of the “Islamic bomb.” It’s true Mr. Sharif
heads what is currently considered a pro-western
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The Indian designed Arjun battle tank weighs 60 tons and has a
120mm rifled main gun.

regime in Islamabad. But it’s equally true Pakistan
has shown itself susceptible to sudden and extreme
changes of government throughout its entire mod-
ern national history. If such a shift were to take place,
then Saddam Hussein and Muammar Qaddafi might
at last find themselves in possession of the weapons
they’'ve long sought, along with dependably tar-
getable missiles atop which to mount them. If that
situation comes about, then the chicken hatched by
the west’s neo-isolationism will indeed have come
home to roost. )
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Detail from David’s painting of Napoleon at Arcola.

Within three years of the outbreak of the French
Revolution, that nation blundered with little fore-
thought into war with most of Europe. In the War of
the First Coalition (1792-1798), a France split by in-
ternal chaos and civil strife chose to simultaneously
wage war against Austria, Prussia, Spain, England,
Sardinia-Piedmont and Naples. Amazingly, the ad hoc
French revolutionary armies were able to withstand
multiple foreign invasions while also suppressing
severe internal rebellions.

Once it became apparent there would be no quick
or easy victory against the French, the allies began to
drop out of the coalition. By 1795, Prussia and Spain
had quit the war and the French had occupied Hol-
land. Minor skirmishing continued on the German
and Italian fronts, with Austria remaining the prima-
ry enemy. But by the winter of 1795-96, France’s
armies were also deteriorating due to disease, deser-
tion, combat losses, lack of supplies and mediocre
leadership. The war seemed to be approaching stale-
mate. The quietest front was Italy, where little had
occurred since the French seized Nice and Savoy in
1792.

To try to conclude the war successfully, the French
Directory wanted to inflict a crushing defeat on Aus-
tria. Lazare Carnot, the de facto French minister of
war, developed a strategic plan for the campaign of
1796 that called for French armies in Germany and
Italy to conduct a pincer attack against Austria, with
the forces in the north making the main effort. Since
Italy was regarded as the secondary theater of oper-
ations, the French armies there were ordered to mere-
ly tie down as many Austrians as possible and only to
advance once the forces in Germany had defeated the
main enemy army.

Forced onto the strategic defensive by a resurgent
France, the Austrians in turn hoped to defeat their
main armies in Germany, then eliminate their foot-
hold in Italy. Thus the main Austrian effort was also
committed to the German front, which both sides
expected to be the decisive theater — both sides were
wrong.

French Commanders
On 27 March 1796, the 26-year-old Gen. Napoleone
Buonaparte (as he then still spelled his name), arrived

Napoleon’s

First Italian

Campaign,
1796-1797

by Robert A. Forczyk

to take command of the Armee de I'Italie. Originally
commissioned in the royal artillery in 1785, Napoleon
was a captain with only limited experience at the
start of the war in 1792. Appointed commander of
French artillery at the siege of Toulon in September
1793, it was his plan and organizational efficiency
that led to the recapture of that vital city from the
Anglo-Spanish occupying force. Success at Toulon
brought recognition and promotion to brigadier gen-
eral, but he was given only minor assignments in
1794. After briefly serving as chief of artillery of the
Armee de l'ltalie, he was placed on the inactive list
early in 1795.

Napoleon then began to make great efforts to cul-
tivate political contacts who might revive his career.
Opportunity came on 5 October 1795, when a Paris-
ian mob attempted to overthrow the shaky republi-
can government: Napoleon was recalled to service
through the intercession of a cavalry officer, Capt.
Joachim Murat, and he was soon able to scrape
together a force sufficient to defend the Convention.
Napoleon brutally ended the rebellion by firing point-
blank into the mobs with artillery, killing about
1,400. A grateful Convention appointed him com-
mander of the Army of the Interior, but then on 2
March 1796 decided to send him to lead the rag-tag
force in Italy. Napoleon had made political enemies
as well as friends, and the former didn’t want him
anywhere near the seat of power in Paris.

When he arrived in Italy to take command of the
army, Napoleon had never previously held a regi-
mental, battalion or even company command. But he
was young, energetic, talented and ambitious as well
as brutal, cunning and politically devious.

Napoleon’s three divisional commanders were a
rough but experienced lot. His first division was com-
manded by Gen. Andre Massena, a 37-year-old for-
mer sergeant. Massena was a good tactician and had
successfully commanded a division at Toulon in 1793
and at the Battle of Loano in 1795. He was compe-
tent and aggressive, but also greedy and uneducat-
ed. The second division was commanded by Gen.
Count Jean Serurier, a 53-year-old product of the
former royal army. He was one of the few regular offi-
cers who transferred his loyalty to the new regime;
but though he had over 30 years’ experience, he’d
only had a year of divisional command. The third
division was led by 38-year-old Gen. Pierre Augereau,
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a rogue whose prior service included time as an
enlisted man in the royal cavalry as well as stints in
the Russian, Prussian and Neapolitan armies. All
three of the division commanders were competent
leaders, and they were initially irate that a much
younger and political general of foreign birth had
been given command of their army. Relations be-
tween them and Napoleon started out chilly.

The cavalry of the Armee de I'Ttalie was led by Brig.
Gens. Stengel and Irish-born Charles Kilmaine (age
45). Stengel was an Alsatian-born hussar with con-
siderable combat experience in Belgium and Holland.
Brig. Gen. La Harpe commanded a fourth division,
though technically he served under Massena. Col.
Barthelemy Joubert (age 27), a former artillery ser-
geant, commanded one of Massena’s brigades. Brig.
Gen. Claude Victor (age 31), a former grenadier, also
commanded a brigade in Massena’s division.

Other key French leaders included Gen. Louis
Berthier, the able 42-year-old chief of staff. Berthier,
a well educated regular army engineer who’d served
in the French expedition to America in 1780, was a
superb staff officer and would serve Napoleon in that
role for the next 18 years. Napoleon’s aide-de-camp
was Col. Joachim Murat, the 29-year-old cavalry
leader who would also go on to provide many years
of loyal service. Other French officers in the Armee de
I'Italie who would later rise to prominence included
Maj. Jean Lannes (age 27), Capt. Jean Bessieres (age
27), Maj. Auguste Marmont (age 21, ADC to Napo-

1 leon), and Maj. Jean Junot (age 24, also ADC).

1 Austrian Commanders

3 The Austrian commanders who would oppose
: Napoleon in his first campaign were professionals of
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Italy. Johann Provera
age 56, was an Italian-
born officer who
served as an indepen-
dent division comman-
der. The best of the
Austrian commanders
were Gen. Count Dago- §
bert Wurmser, 71 years
old and another veter-
an of the Seven Years
War; and the Hungarian-born 61-year-old Gen. Baron
Nicholas von Alinzi (aka d’Alvintzi), who’d fought well
at the Battle of Neerwinden in 1793.

All of the Austrian commanders had considerable
combat experience, but it was mostly in positional
warfare: they tended to focus on cities and fortress-
es. Unfortunately for them, the French under Napo-
leon would practice a fast-moving maneuver warfare

Joachim Murat.
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that focused on catching and destroying enemy

armies, not on seizing terrain.

The Armee de I'ltalie

In 1796 the armies of the French republic were still

in a state of transformation, a process that had been
formalized with the Amalgame of January 1794.
According to that policy the old regiments were
replaced with “demi-brigades” composed of one reg-
ular and two volunteer battalions. The idea was to

Battlefield Operating Systems (BOS)

In modern military operations there are a num-
ber of core functions, collectively referred to as
“battlefield operating systems” (or BOS), which a
commander must coordinate to produce and en-
hance the combat power of his force. BOS include:
maneuver, intelligence, fire support, mobility,
counter-mobility, logistics and command control.
Though not part of conventional BOS, morale is
often an important combat-power multiplier or
detractor. Thus a proper evaluation of Napoleon’s
1796-97 campaign in Italy should be made in ref-
erence to those BOS.

Better use of operational and tactical maneuver
contributed most to French success in Italy. The
French infantry were capable of rapid and sus-
tained forced marches, with their divisions able to
g0 50 miles in 36 hours.

Once in the presence of the enemy, the French
would deploy up to 20 percent of their troops as
light infantry skirmishers to harass and whittle
down enemy linear formations. After the enemy
had been sufficiently degraded by those skir-
mishers, the French main body would use battal-
ion columns to smash through their wavering line
with the bayonet at a chosen point. If an enemy
defense were more resolute, flanking marches
would be used to unhinge their position.

But all those tactics were used with equal suc-
cess by French generals in Belgium and along the
Rhine as well as in Italy, so Napoleon benefited
from an already existing doctrine. His primary
contribution in the use of maneuver, was in his
mastery of the strategy of the central position,
which he used to aggressively split his enemies
and then defeat them in detail.

In contrast, the Austrians had no light infantry
among their line regiments, and only a few auxil-
iary border (grenzer) units. They disliked skir-
mishing, preferring to rely on old-style linear for-
mations that could fire large volleys. They also
used conservative defensive tactics stressing cor-
don-like screens behind natural obstacles. In the
offense their tactics were complex, calling for the
use of multiple columns that always proved diffi-
cult to coordinate.

Neither side used their cavalry well as a maneu-
ver force. The French were inhibited here by lack
of quality and quantity of horseflesh. The Austri-
ans had both, but were inhibited by the rough ter-
rain across much of northern Italy. Actually, how-
ever, Lombardy is quite flat and the superior
Austrlan cavalry could have made a major contri-
bution if used properly. Due to those deficiencies
in cavalry, neither side was completely effective
in pursuing a retreating enemy.

Fire support also made important contribu-
tions to French success in Italy in 1796-97. Grib-
eauval’s reforms just prior to the French Revolu-
tion introduced lighter, more mobile field guns,
fixed ammunition types, standard gunnery tables,
eight-gun batteries and divisional artillery. French
artillery doctrine promoted the use of massed
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strengthen the revolutionary armies by balancing
quality and quantity to achieve useful hybrid units.
But it wasn’t fully implemented until 1795, and even
then the Directory didn’t have the resources to fully
equip all the resultant demi-brigades.

guns to focus large volumes of fire at a decisive point.
Horse artillery was introduced in 1791, which combined
firepower with even greater mobility. Napoleon, a trained
artillerist, was able to make maximum use of all those
improvements. He formed a horse artillery battalion of 16
eight-pounders under Col. Marmont, and used its mobile
firepower to tear huge holes in the Austrian lines at Cas-
tiglione and Rivoli.

In contrast, Austrian artillery doctrine, tactics and equip-
ment were outdated. Though they started the campaign
with a three to one numerical advantage in guns, those
numbers were deceiving. The Austrian army dispersed its
cannon in the infantry support role, and they didn’t con-
centrate them beyond battery level. Their artillery was also
heavy and less mobile, which always resulted in many
pieces being lost or abandoned in retreats.

Combat intelligence wasn’t a function erther side per-
formed well. One officer on Napoleon’s statf, a geographer
named Louis Bacler d’Albe, was responsible for coordinat-
ing intelligence reports, including updating situation maps
and maintaining order of battle records known as carnets.
D’Albe was a good staff officer, but he was swamped with
paperwork. Napoleon's army
therefore lacked a function-
ing, centralized military intel-
ligence system — a key weak-
ness that was never rectified.
On both sides, in fact, intelli-
gence collection was ad hoc
and amateurish, relying on
the use of civilian informarnts,
prisoner interrogations, and
sending staff officers on
reconnaissance behind enemy
lines. Cavalry was singularly
ineffective at reconnaissance
due to doctrinal emphasis on
their employment as a shock
force. ;

Command and control was
another function in which the
French army excelled. Empha-
sis was placed on unity of
command, with Napoleon as
the primary node. He was for-
tunate in that his subordi-
nates proved able to act inde-
pendently and with initiative, while still complying with his
overall mission intent. The French style of tactical com-
mand was also distinctive, stressing bold leadership from
the front, with officers always in the thick of the fishting.

Austrian command and control at both the operational
and tactical levels was poor. Old, conservative generals like

Twelve-pounder gun. Nicknamed “the Emperor’s Beauful
Daughters.

Beaulieu were content to locate their headquarters miles
from the action. During the Battle of Dego on 14 April

1796, for instance, he attempted to command from seven
miles off. Further, Beaulieu and a number of other older
Austrian generals could no longer ride horses, and had to
be drawn around in carriages. In contrast, Napoleon was
constantly riding back and forth among his divisions. Con-
sequently, the young, energetic French leaders were con-
sistently able to better gauge the situation and take advan-
tage of fleeting opportunities the distant Austrian leaders
couldn’t even perceive.

COMMAND MAGAZINE

When Gen. Bonaparte arrived in Nice on 27 March
1796 to take command of the Armee de I'Italie, he
found both its morale and material conditions
appalling. Only about 37,000 troops were available
for operations out of the 63,000 listed on paper. Most

The logistics function produced mixed results for both
sides. Since the French relied on foraging (that is, pillag-
ing) and capturing enemy supplies, their formal lines of
communication (LOC) were austere, Only minimal supplies
were provided from home sotirces, while the delivery of
what was sent depended on corrupt and inefficient civilian
contractors. But that also reduced the logistical tail of the
army, which allowed French infantry greater operational
mobility.

On the Austrian side, their army was well supplied but
overly reliant on a rigid depot system and its attendant
LOCs. When on the offensive, large baggage trains reduced
Austrian operational mobility to a relative crawl. On the
defense, perceived threats to the LOC made Austrian com:
manders willing to surrender ground rather than risk being
cut off.

Napoleon would later offer his famous dictum that in
war the moral is to the material as three is to one; and he
clearly learned that lesson in Italy. Despite the initially
wretched quality and low spirits of his army, he was able to
mold that armed mob into a formidable combat force. To
accomplish that he used classic carrot and stick methods
to motivate the troops. He
promised opportunities to
pillage in Italy, while also
using executions to end mut-
inies and maintain discipline.
On campaign, Napoleon made
good his promises, using his
victories to provide the
troops cash, new boots, food,
wine, women and pretty
much anything else they
could carry.

When in the presence of
the enemy, Napoleon used
elan and esprit de corps as
combat power multipliers.
French troops fought harder
because they knew victory
meant the difference bet-
ween a full or empty stom-
ach. But Napoleon also raised
their battlefield morale to
fever pitch by setting a bold
personal example on the field
of battle. Even before the end
of the campaign, his men came to view Napoleon as not
only heroic and inspired, but as the man who gave them
aceess to food and plunder.

On the other side, morale was a weak point for the entire
Austrian army. A mixed ethnic force led by class-conscious
officers was not conducive to breeding patriotic fervor.
Indeed, the official Austrian view held morale was irrele-
vant to combat power.

Napoleon was therefore able to win his first Italian cam-
paign with a ragged, outhumbered army through the supe-

. rior use of maneuver, fire support, command control and

morale. He also won it because the Austrians proved unable
to excel at any of those same functions. Most of all, victo-
1y came from his peculiar genius and his ability to syn-
chronize BOS to achieve a synergy that generated combat
power far in excess of the material and manpower re-
sources of his army.
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available: about 42 eight-pound-
ers and 14 six-inch howitzers,
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were still wearing uniforms issued two years earlier,
which had been reduced to rags or mixtures of civil-
ian and military clothing. Boots and shoes were in
short supply, as well as weapons and horses. About
1,000 troops in Augereau’s division had no muskets.
Lack of fodder reduced the cavalry force available to
only 3,500 gaunt mounts; and that same shortage
also reduced the mobility of the artillery and trans-
port services.

Supply was the most critical deficiency of the
army. Napoleon brought his own senior commissary
officer, Chauvet, with him to Italy, but he died at the
start of the campaign. That left the Armee de I'ltalie
to be served by seven different civilian contractors,
who supplied bread, forage, medicinals, meat and
draught animals. Those men ranged from honest and
efficient to corrupt and worthless, and all their
efforts were reduced by the inability of the Directo-
ry to properly fund military expenditures.

The lack of food and pay were the two biggest
complaints of the men. Republican armies often fed
themselves by foraging, but by this time the area
around Nice could no longer feed many. Lacking
proper depots, the Armee de I'ltalie was forced to dis-
perse itself to sustain its men at even a subsistence
level. Thus both men and horses were nearing star-
vation early in 1796. The rations available at the start
of the campaign were only sufficient to feed 15,000
troops for a month. Equally damaging to morale was
the lack of pay. When Napoleon arrived his troops
hadn’t been paid in months, and then only in worth-
less paper assignats. Those shortages, combined with
winter weather, inactivity and unspirited leadership
had reduced French morale to the breaking point.
Several units had rebelled or refused to obey orders,
and desertion rates were increasing.

French tactical organization in the Armee de I'Ital-
ie wasn’t standardized; there were four primary
maneuver divisions and two smaller ones. A total of
17 demi-brigades of infantry were available, com-
posed of about 50 battalions and 30,000 troops. The
primary weapon of the infantry was nominally the
1777-pattern “Charleville” 17.5mm musket, but many
obsolete and non-standard weapons were also in use.

The weak cavalry force consisted of two small divi-
sions that were retained under Napoleon’s direct con-
trol. Though the French artillery was nominally one
of the strongest parts of the republican armies due to
Jean Gribeauval’s reforms and superior training, that
wasn’t the case here. The best artillerymen had been
sent to other fronts, while the shortage of draft ani-
mals and the hilly terrain reduced the mobility of the
guns. Fewer than 60 medium caliber cannon were

four-pounder infantry guns. A
battalion-size force of sappers
was available, but they had no
pontoon bridge sections or siege
equipment.

[ ]
The Austrian Army

The Austrian army in Italy was
a conventional force of long-ser-
vice professionals; most of its
officers came from the minor
nobility and had purchased their commissions, while
the enlisted men volunteered or were conscripted for
seven year terms. It was a heterogeneous army due to
the multi-ethnic nature of the Hapsburg Empire, with
units made up of Moravian, Bohemian, Austrian, Hun-
garian, Italian, Serbian and Croatian troops. Language
was therefore a problem.

The army was well supplied and equipped, but it
was tied to a fixed supply depot system that reduced
its mobility and drained many troops to protect the
lines of communication back to Austrian home
depots. Unlike the French, the Austrian high com-
mand didn’t regard the morale of its troops as a
major factor in campaigning, and thus spent little
effort trying to motivate the men. Austrian soldiers
were paid and fed regularly, but the Frederickan out-
look of their commanders viewed them as mere
ciphers (derided by the French as “walking muskets”).

Though the Austrian army was well trained in
standard linear infantry tactics, it was weak in light
infantry and slow in maneuver. They relied on dense,
linear formations that could deliver firepower in
company and battalion volleys. The standard infantry
weapon was the 18.3mm 1784-pattern musket,
though the handful of light infantry used the 1779-
pattern rifle. Austrian artillery, in three-, six- and 12-
pounder varieties, was plentiful though not well em-
ployed. But Austrian cavalry was considered the
finest in Europe, even if not always used to best
effect.

The Austrian forces in Italy received strategic
direction from the emperor’s military advisors, the
Aulic Council, who issued orders from Vienna. Gen.
de Beaulieu’s command consisted of four infantry
divisions (d’Argenteau, Wukkassovitch, Liptay and
Sebottendorf), for a total force of about 35,000. There
were 34 infantry battalions holding about 24,500
men; 33 cavalry squadrons with 4,290 troopers, and
about 216 artillery pieces (2,000 men); though of all
those combat arms only about 28,200 were actually
available for operations. Thirteen squadrons of Nea-
politan cavalry, about 2,000 troopers, were also
attached to Beaulieu’s command.

Gen. Colli had been dispatched to lead the field
army of Piedmont, which consisted of three infantry
and one cavalry division (17,000 men and 60 cannon).
Though Piedmont had about 101,000 men under
arms in its army and militia, most were tied down in
static defense of fortresses and Alpine passes, leav-
ing few for active campaigning. The Piedmontese
despised their Austrian allies, and revolutionary ide-
ology from France had already begun to undermine
their morale. Acting as an auxiliary force tying to-
gether Colli’s army to Beaulieu’s was a small Austri-
an division (3,000 men) under Gen. Provera, com-
posed of four border battalions and a one squadron
of cavalry.
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Both the Austrian and Piedmontese forces were
deployed in dispersed garrisons and outpost posi-
tions, stretching about 80 miles from Cuneo to the
neutral republic of Genoa. The central reserves, one
infantry and one cavalry division, were too far to the
rear at Alessandria. All told, Beaulieu and Colli had
about 47,000 men and 200 guns in Piedmont and Lig-
uria to oppose Napoleon. They were well supplied
with food and ammunition, and in addition to hold-
ing a number of fortified positions, the hilly terrain
favored the defense.

Defeat of Piedmont (9-28 Apr)

Napoleon quickly assembled his division com-
manders in Nice and informed them of his intent to
attack within 48 hours. But that was sheer bombast
for dramatic effect; he couldn’t possibly launch an
offensive until he’d concentrated the army and
moved it closer to the enemy. Instead, he spent the
next two weeks trying to improve the morale of his
threadbare troops by issuing a little back pay from
Directory funds entrusted to him, and expedients
such as raising loans from local merchants and sell-
ing impounded property (£17,000 total, about five
days pay for the entire army). Those measures were
insufficient, but they gave the troops some hope the
new general’s promises were more than just words.

Napoleon also hoped to raise morale by promis-
ing his men victory in the coming campaign would
gain them food and looting privileges in Piedmont.
He also used the time to restore discipline in the

To Alessandria /
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army by quelling mutinies in several regiments and
by relieving incompetent officers. In his first 20 days
in command Napoleon wrote 123 orders. During ear-
ly April the army moved up the coast to assembly
areas near Savonna. He planned to start the campaign
on 14 April.

To sustain the Armee de I'Italie, Napoleon realized
he needed to win a quick victory that would secure
supplies for his hungry men and give his generals
confidence in his leadership. He therefore chose as
his primary target the army of Piedmont under Col-
li, which was strung out between Cuneo, Mondovi
and Ceva.

The Kingdom of Sardinia-Piedmont, ruled by the
House of Savoy, had been at war with France since
September 1792. It was Napoleon’s intention to
knock it out of the war in one short, sharp campaign,
thereby gaining access to the fertile plains of Lom-
bardy. He intended to accomplish that through a
strategy of central position, by seizing the key road
junctions at Carcare and Ceva. His taking of those
towns would drive a wedge between the forces of Col-
li and Beaulieu, because only Provera’s auxiliaries
were holding the center of the 80-mile-long outpost
line. He would then hold off the bulk of Beaulieu’s
army with a small blocking force while he massed the
rest of the French army to smash Colli’s dispersed
force. To confuse the enemy as to the true objective
of the French offensive, Napoleon developed a decep-
tion plan with brigade-size diversionary feints toward
Cuneo and Genoa. Once Piedmont was neutralized

French Austrian Piedmont
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and his army resupplied, Napoleon felt he would be
in a position to engage Beaulieu’s main army. It was
a bold and daring plan.

The terrain in the initial area of operations was
rugged, with elevations in the Ligurian mountains
averaging 1,300 to 1,600 feet. It was a place ill-suit-
ed for cavalry or the movement of heavy artillery. At
the start of the movement the weather was mild with
temperatures averaging 50° to 60° F, and it rained
about one day in three.

Surprisingly, Beaulieu pre-empted Napoleon on 9
April by moving elements of three infantry divisions
to encircle an exposed French brigade at Voltri, near
Genoa. The sluggish Austrian offensive failed to cap-
ture the French unit, but it did effectively widen the
gap between Colli’s and Beaulieu’s forces. In the cen-
ter d’Argenteau moved elements of his division
toward Sassello, with only a flank guard in the Bormi-
da valley.

Though surprised by the Austrian move, Napoleon
shifted rapidly to exploit the resultant gap between
the two enemy forces. While La Harpe’s division held
Savona and and delayed the Austrians, he moved
Massena’s and Augereau’s commands west through
the 10-mile long Cadibona pass toward Carcare, while
Serurier’s division marched north through the 20-
mile long Tanaro River valley toward Ceva. Napo-
leon’s army occupied Carcare on 12 April, then split
up: Massena’s division moved north to engage
d’Argenteau’s advance guard near Montenotte, while
Augereau went west to engage Colli’s flank guard

near Millesimo. Napoleon travelled with Massena’s
column.

Massena executed an aggressive and successful
flank attack against d’Argenteau’s force at Mon-
tenotte, and that Austrian force routed; 2,000 of
them were captured at the cost of only 26 French
casualties. Enough Austrian muskets and boots were
also taken to equip many of the ill-clad and unarmed
French infantry. Satisfied with events on that front,
Napoleon ordered Massena to pursue d’Argenteau’s
fleeing remnants up the Bormida valley and to estab-
lish a blocking position at Dego. But due to uncer-
tainty about the overall enemy whereabouts, he
decided to keep a large central reserve of La Harpe’s
division and Stengel’s cavalry. That done, he turned
his attention to his primary goal: destroying Colli’s
army.

Meanwhile Augereau pushed back a Piedmontese
brigade at Millesimo before running into a roadblock:
an Austrian border battalion from Provera’s division
held the Castle Cosseria, which dominated the Tan-
aro River valley. Though he might have bypassed the

- small detachment, he decided to launch a hasty

attack against the fortified position on 13 April. The
effort failed and cost Augereau 900 casualties (14
percent of his force). Napoleon was furious and
ordered artillery to support a renewed attack; but the
castle’s defenders didn’t surrender until they ran out
of water and ammunition on 14 April. One of Colli’s
divisions had tried to fight its way through to Pro-
vera, but were cut off by three regiments of French

Italian Nationalism & the French Occupation

When the French initially marched into northern ltaly
they. found many there who welcomed them as liberators
Between the ideological ferment caused by the Enli n-

ment and the French Revolution, the concept of national-
ism was evolving into a potent force for change in Italy.
Hapsburg control over Lombardy was superficial; Milan had
only been under their control since 1713. Piedmont, Genoa,
Venice and other city states were the corrupt vestiges of
an anachronistic system. Thus northern Italy was ripe for
change when Napoleon first arrived there.

And at first, Napoleon was willing to entertain the idea
of Italian republicanism. For instance, he met with a num-
ber of local nationalists in Milan in May 1796. But his accep-
tance of Italian nationalism was strictly utilitarian; he want-
ed the local populace to provide troops, food and money to
supplement his small force. He also felt cooperation with
local sympathetic Italians would make for an easier occu-
pation. Even the creation of new states such as the Cispa-
dine Republic was really only intended to facilitate French
occupation and exploitation of the conquered areas. The
republics created in Italy, just like the ones created by
French victories elsewhere in Europe, were designed to pro-
mote French hegemony and not the civic welfare of their
own populations. French promises of national indepen-
dence were lies, though it sometimes took years for that to
become apparent.

Certainly the biggest error the French made in Italy was
the persecution of the Catholic Church. From the beginning
of the French Revolution, radical Jacobin leaders had viewed
organized religion, particularly the powerful church of
Romie, as a potential source of resistance to their policies.
Church lands were seized and the clergy forced to take new
vows of loyalty to the state, with those who refused being
deported. Repression led to active resistance, and small
town clergy in the Vendee and Normandy were able to insti-
gate effective peasant rebellions against the revolution.

50

Jacobin leaders attacked the Church on a number of lev-
els. They launched an ideological campaign of de-Chris-
tianization that temporarily gained many adherents in
France. In their propaganda they condemned the Pope as a
foreign counter-revolutionary when he dared to criticize
anti-Church measures legislated in Paris.

Military force and political terror were used to extermi-
nate most of the domestic rebels in late 1795 and early
1796. Inside France the revolutionary armies left a trail of
looted and burned chiirches in their path, and persecution
of organized religion became standard conduct. Added to
the wanton looting and extortion of Italy’s riches, the anti-
Church policies served to quickly turn the local peasants
against French occupation. Attacks on the neutral Papal
territories in the summer of 1796 further illustrated French
military actions in Italy were for the purpose of conquest,
not liberation.

Thus their persecution of religion was an idiotic policy
that gained the French nothing while making their occupa-
tion more difficult. Peasant rebellions broke out continu-
ously across Lombardy in 1796, and on 14 April some 400
French soldiers were massacred by Italian civilians in
Verona.

Napoleon understood the anti-Church measures were
counter-productive, but he also needed hard cash for his
campaign; seizing Church property was an expedient
means of gaining funding. Nor did he take any measures to
really control his troops; he had promised them riches in
Italy and felt he had to deliver. For his own part, Napoleon
didn’t think much of either Italian nationalism or religious
traditionalism. He supported the creation of satellite
republics in as much as they were vehicles for French dom-
ination by proxy. In sum, those short-sighted and ill-con-
sidered policies produced some short-term benefits, but
they also ensured the hegemony of the later Napoleonic
empire would be as ephemeral as that of the Hapsburgs.
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cavalry after Cosseria fell, giving up 6,000 prisoners
and 30 cannon.

Massena occupied Dego on 14 April and succeed-
ed in capturing the remnants of d’Argenteau’s divi-
sion: 5,000 men and 19 guns. But Massena’s hungry
troops quickly lost control and looted the town, as
they’d been promised they would be allowed to do.
Massena himself got sloppy, distracted by a village
girl, and failed to post pickets. At 3:00 a.m. the next
morning the hung-over French were surprised by
Austrian infantry from Wukassovitch’s division, who
retook Dego while routing Massena’s disorganized
command. Napoleon had to race back 10 miles from
Cossieria and commit the reserve. Dego was taken
again, this time by La Harpe’s troops, around 2:00
p-m., but at the cost of another 1,000 French casual-
ties. Wukassovitch’s division retired northward up
the Bormida valley toward Acqui. Beaulieu, whose
army had lost nearly a third of its strength in the last
four days, decided to retire to the Po River to cover
Milan. Colli was thus left on his own.

Having dealt with Beaulieu’s counterattack, Napo-
leon again turned his attention to Colli’s army. After
the fall of Cossieria, Augereau linked with Serurier’s
approaching division and together they pushed back
Colli’s outposts toward Ceva. Augereau launched a
premature attack there on 16 April, which failed. This
time adding Serurier’s men, he planned a deliberate
assault with 24,000 troops on 17 April, but Colli with-
drew his 13,000 men seven miles to the west to a new
defensive position at San Michelle. Serurier’s com-
mand bumped into the new position on the morning
of 18 April, only to be repulsed. A more deliberate
effort planned for the 19th collapsed due to lack of

|
artillery support and some French units stopping to ‘
loot. Napoleon then called a halt to regroup. ‘
Though he held a good defensive position where
he was, on the night of 20 April Colli decided to
retreat to his depot at Mondovi. French cavalry pur-
sued the Piedmontese and in the process Brig. Gen.
Stengel was killed. Napoleon appointed Murat to take
command of the dead officer’s cavalry division.
Colli’s army lost cohesion during its five mile
retreat and failed to establish a viable defense at
Mondovi. Serurier’s division was hot on their heels,
and he launched a hasty frontal attack on the town
on 21 April that, for once, succeeded. Colli’s force
was scattered with heavy losses. Mondovi, with its
well stocked arsenal, fell into French hands and the
troops went wild for 24 hours. At least the threat of
starvation had been reduced.
After a one-day hold-over in Mondovi, Napoleon
began the pursuit of Colli’s remnants. Though beat-
en, that army still had over 11,900 effectives, and the
Piedmontese might have held out if Beaulieu had
shown any sign of coming to their aid, but he didn’t.
Two days later Colli asked for an armistice, but
Napoleon continued to advance into Piedmont, seiz-
ing Cherasco and cutting the last lines of communi-
cation with Beaulieu’s army. Admitting defeat, King
Victor Amadeus of Savoy agreed to the Armistice of
Cherasco on 28 April, whereby he agreed to quit the |
war. Napoleon had achieved his first objective. I

Pursuit to the Po (28 Apr-30 Jun)

Success in Piedmont brought Napoleon recogni-
tion from Paris and reinforcements from Kellerman’s
Armee des Alpes: specifically, the 9,000 man division
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Lodi: where Napoleon personally sited several of the French can-

non - thus earning the nickname “the Little Corporal.”

of Vaubois was detached to join his command. In
addition, Napoleon ordered the 6,800 men of Mac-
quart’s division, previously deployed west of Ormea,
to join the main army. Despite having suffered about
6,000 casualties (about 1,000 dead) in the first phase
of the campaign, Napoleon was therefore still able to
muster almost 35,000 troops in a concentrated force.

In contrast, Beaulieu had lost about 20 percent of
his force and no reinforcements were immediately
available to him. After the defeat of Piedmont his pri-
mary goal became to merely emplace his army
behind the formidable Po River obstacle in the hope
of holding there.

The initial French pursuit of Beaulieu’s army to the
Po wasn’t rapid. La Harpe’s division was ordered to
seize Acqui on 28 April, but he was delayed by muti-
nous troops who hadn’t taken part in the looting in
Piedmont. By the time Acqui finally fell on 30 April,
Beaulieu had already withdrawn his entire force
across the Po. It was his intent to establish a cordon
defense along the river with his 24,000 troops.

But such a defense was futile against an aggres-
sive, maneuver-oriented commander such as Napo-
leon. He decided to feint toward the most obvious
crossing sites at Valenza with Massena’s and Seruri-
er’s divisions, while actually bypassing the defense
there to cross the Po 50 miles to the east at Piacen-
za. The first week of May was spent concentrating
and reorganizing the army around Alessandria. A
special task force of shock troops was also created,
consisting of four grenadier battalions (3,600 troops)
under Col. Lannes, a cavalry division under Murat,
and a 24-gun artillery battalion. That force, under the
overall command of Gen. Dallemagne, was to act as
the advance guard of the army.

Dallemagne’s force moved up to Stradella on 6
May behind a screen of cavalry pickets, then left for
Piacenza at 4:00 a.m. on 7 May. Five hours later the
advance guard began to cross the Po into the neutral
Duchy of Parma at Piacenza by means of a captured
ferry. Though the Austrian division under Liptay was
responsible for that sector, only 150 of his cavalry-
men were on hand to oppose the French move. By
early afternoon La Harpe's division had begun to
cross the Po to reinforce the bridgehead.

By the time Beaulieu realized his river line defense
had been turned, the French had Augereau’s division
well across. Early on 8 May, La Harpe and Dellamagne
routed Liptay’s screening force at Fombio. Frantical-

ly Beaulieu started moving his entire army east to
reinforce Liptay, but then decided to abandon Milan
and retire behind the Adda River. In a minor skirmish
on 8 May, La Harpe was accidentally shot and killed
by his own troops and Berthier was briefly sent to
command the pursuit. Napoleon was able to get
Massena and Serurier to quickly move their divi-
sions across the Po, but again the initial pursuit
wasn’'t rapid enough and the main Austrian body
crossed the Adda at Lodi.

On 10 May the French approached the bridge at
Lodi and Napoleon decided to storm the crossing in
the face of the strong Austrian rearguard. Austrian
Gen. Sebottendorf{ had a Croatian infantry regiment
supported by a dozen field pieces covering the
bridge, and their combined fire was enough to re-
pulse the first French attempt. A number of key
French officers led the charge, including Berthier,
Massena and Dallemagne. The bridge was eventually
taken at the cost of 350 of Napoleon’s best troops.

Meanwhile some of the French cavalry had crossed
the Adda and begun to turn the flank of Sebotten-
dorf’s rearguard. The Austrian regiment defending
the bridge was thus virtually destroyed, losing 153
killed and 1,700 captured along with all their artil-
lery. Though Lodi was an impressive opposed river
crossing operation, it was also an impetuous display
of bravado; good troops were sacrificed due to the
impatience of a commander who wouldn't wait for a
turning movement to succeed.

Just prior to the action at Lodi, Napoleon had
received distressing instructions from his civilian
superiors in the Directory. Though impressed with
his quick victory over Piedmont, they were suspicious
of popular generals and had decided Napoleon was
too junior an officer to have sole command over what
was becoming the decisive theater. They therefore
intended to merge Gen. Kellerman’s Armee des Alpes
with Napoleon’s force, with the 61-year-old Keller-
man as the senior commander. On hearing that,
Napoleon resisted its implementation, reminding the
Directors of the importance of unity of command.
Under the circumstances typical in revolutionary
France until then, that should have been enough to
get Napoleon relieved, arrested and possibly execut-
ed for insubordination. But these were no longer typ-
ical circumstances.

In addition to winning quick and easy victories,
Napoleon was also raising a great deal of hard cur-
rency for the cash-strapped French government.
Under his direction French troops were moving
across the rich north Italian countryside like locusts.
Three days after the victory at Lodi, Massena’s troops
entered Milan without opposition (the 2,000 man
Austrian garrison retired into the citadel, where they
eventually surrendered on 29 June). Though those
troops went on a brief spree of looting, raping and
killing, Napoleon arrived two days later and restored
order. In return for that order he extorted £800,000
from the citizens of Milan. Shortly thereafter the neu-
tral Duchies of Modena and Parma were occupied and
similarly forced to pay £400,000 and £80,000, res-
pectively. With those funds Napoleon was able to pay
his men in silver, which was the first time they’d been
paid in cash since 1793.

The pay raised the morale of the army and deep-
ened the growing sense of loyalty the soldiers already
felt for their victorious and generous leader. Napo-
leon’s generosity with war booty also extended to the
Directors; he eventually sent them £1.8 million in
gold and silver bullion, along with numerous works
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of Italian renaissance art, including pieces by Michel-
angelo. Soon the Directors changed their minds,
deciding to leave him in sole command in Italy.
Napoleon was also given more reinforcements from
Kellerman’s army in the form of another 9,000 man
division.

Napoleon spent 15-21 May in Milan, overseeing the
looting and dealing with the Directors. During that
time the formal peace agreement was received, allow-
ing the Armee de I'ltalie to gain shorter and more
secure lines of communication. Reinforced and resup-
plied, Napoleon led the 30,000 man main army out of
the city on 22 May to take up pursuit of Beaulieu. A
force of 5,000 was left behind in Milan to finish the
siege of the citadel, and other small detachments were
positioned in outlying towns to maintain the lines of
communication. But no sooner had the main force left
than the Italian peasants, disgruntled by French anti-
clerical policies, revolted in Milan and Pavia. In the lat-
ter place Augereau’s 300 man depot unit surrendered
to a force of some 30,000 angry citizens.

A furious Napoleon left Berthier to continue the
advance with the main army while he rushed back
with 1,500 of Lannes’ grenadiers and Murat’s cavalry
to deal with the uprising. His troops successfully
stormed Pavia on the afternoon of 26 May, and after-
ward he allowed them to rape, murder, burn and pil-
lage for several hours. He also had the French cap-

tain who’d surrendered the depot summarily tried
and executed. As a further lesson to the Italians,
Napoleon ordered Lannes to destroy the village of
Binasco, burning all the houses and shooting all the
men.

Leaving others to finish the mop-up operations in
the rear, Napoleon then hurried back to rejoin the
main army that had meanwhile crossed into the neu-
tral Republic of Venice on 28 May. Beaulieu’s army
sat immobile behind the River Mincio, with Lake Gar-
da on its northern flank and the fortress of Mantua
to the south. Once again Beaulieu tried to defend a
lengthy river line with a dispersed covering force; and
once again Napoleon used rapid and unexpected
maneuver to gain overwhelming mass at a chosen
point.

On 30 May, Lannes’ grenadiers stormed across the
bridge at Borghetto on the River Mincio, brushing
aside the Austrian 10th Fusilier Regiment. Most of
Beaulieu’s scattered forces retreated north along the
eastern side of Lake Garda back to Trent. One of his
divisions retreated south into the fortress of Mantua,
reinforcing the garrison there to over 12,000 men
and 316 guns.

It was in the fluid situation after the crossing of
the Mincio that Napoleon was almost captured. On
the morning of 1 June he and his staff were surprised
by Austrian scouts in the town of Vallegio, and he

Napoleon’s Battlefield Heroics

It was 1n this first of his Italian campaigns that Napoleon
began building his reputation for battlefield boldness,
audacity and invincibility. The accolade “Little Corporal,” of
which he at first approved, was intended to convey an image
to his troops he was one of them as well as their comman-
der — that he was worthy of their loyalty because he was
willing to share their perils in combat. Incidents of Napoleon
rushing into the front line at Lodi and Arcola were propa-
gandized to reinforce that image. But there were few repeat
performances of such reckless valor after Arcola, as Napo-
leon began to become convinced he had a destiny worth sur-
viving to enjoy. Proof of a growing caution about his own
personal safety comes from his establishment of the

Guides, a unit created specif-
ically to ensure his safety on
and near the battlefield; and
which eventually merged
with the Republican Guard te
become first the Consular
Guard and then the Imperial
Guard, a super-elite, corps-
sized organization. That hav-
ing been noted, there’s still
no doubt Napoleon was
indeed a brave soldier, some-
thing he'd already amply
demonstrated during his
days at Toulon.

But as the new sense of
caution grew in [taly, it was
increasingly his subordinate
generals, such as Massena
and Augereai, who almost
routinely began to risk their
lives in front line combat to
be as certain as possible
their leader’s will would be
carried out. It's revealing
that in 22 years of cam-

COMMAND MAGAZINE

both caution and good luck.

paigning, Napoleon was only wounded twice: from a bayo-
net in the thigh at Toulon in 1793, and a minor hit in the
foot at Ratisbon in 1809. By comparison, Lannes was badly
wounded five times between 1796 and 1799, taking sever-
al bullets otherwise headed for Napoleon. Over the years,
in fact, many of Napoleon's aides were killed or wounded at
his side while he remained unscathed. This aspect of his
career is probably best viewed, then, as a combination of

What’s certain is that at this stage of his career the
young Napoleon was possessed of a seemingly limitless
energy while on the battlefield. His unwavering ability to
personally influence the course of fighting was the inspi-

ration of Wellington’s com-
ment; “His hat was worth
50,000 men on the battle-
field.” At the same time, the
Austrian commanders he
opposed in this campaign
were almost universally leth-
argic in conduct and remote

from their men.

Years later, as his health
and energy declined, so too
did Napoleon's battlefield
vigor. The bloody, attrition-
al slugfests.at Borodino and
Waterloo were resolved that
way largely because of his
declining ability to conduct

operations with his earlie

vigor. . Napoleon

would later lament; “O
but a short time for

: 3
Hsel

nie has

war.”

Butin Italy in 1796-97, in the
prime of his youth and exu-

The Battle of Arcola. Napoleon leads the charge to capture  berance, he carried all before
the bridge. Moments later he was knocked into the viver and him. ~
nearly drowned.
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was forced to beat a hasty retreat. Following that inci-
dent Napoleon decided to form an elite bodyguard,
the guides a cheval, a force of 200 cavalry under
Capt. Bessieres. Later two battalions of Lannes
grenadiers were also added to the guides.

Once Beaulieu began retreating toward Trent, the
French spread out over the Lombard plain. An
attempt to storm Mantua on 31 May by Serurier’s
division failed. He was then ordered simply to block-
ade the place with his 9,000 troops, and by 4 June
the city was isolated. Since the French lacked siege
artillery and adequate engineers, they had to rely on
starvation to reduce Mantua. Massena’s division was
therefore posted as a screening force along the Riv-
er Adige to provide early warning of any Austrian
relief force approaching from the Tyrol. On 5 June
an armistice was signed with Naples, and the few
remaining Neapolitan troops were thereby withdrawn
from the war against the French.

Satisfied Beaulieu's army had been neutralized for
the time being, Napoleon used the month of June to
extort further land, money and wealth of all kinds
from the neutral states of northern Italy. Murat was
sent to occupy Genoa. Vaubois’ division was moved
to occupy the Duchy of Parma, then pushed south to
take the port of Livorno. The small British naval
depot there was successfully evacuated just prior to
the French occupation of the town on 27 June. Lack-
ing effective military defenses, Pope Pius VI was soon
forced to ask for an armistice and, in return, Napo-
leon demanded £1.36 million from him. Rome was
forced to cede Bologna, Ferrara and Ancona to
France, which were combined with occupied Modena
and Reggio to form a new Cispadine Republic.

Those fund raising expeditions acquired about
£2.4 million in cash and served to intimidate the neu-
tral states of Italy from aiding Austria. Enough hors-
es and artillery were also taken to organize a small
siege train, which was dispatched to Serurier’s divi-
sion at Mantua.

By the end of June 1796, then, the Armee de I'Ital-
ie had shifted to the strategic defensive since it now
had extensive conquests to maintain. Though the
supply difficulties that had initially plagued the
French had been somewhat relieved, the lack of a
proper siege train and trained engineers meant Man-
tua could not be quickly reduced. The French had to
try to slowly starve out the garrison while fending off
any relief forces sent from the Tyrol. In addition to
the Austrians, Napoleon had to contend with a
restive Italian population of over 5 million who were
resentful of the French occupation. Inactivity on the
Rhine front allowed the Austrians to detach Gen.
Count Dagobert Wurmser’s 25,000 man force from
there on 18 June and send it to reinforce the rem-
nants of Beaulieu’s army in Trent. By the end of June,
Wurmser had assembled 47,000 troops in that place
and was ready to go over to the offensive.

The First Austrian Relief Attempts
(1 Jul-15 Sept)

Wurmser was able to get the Austrian forces in
Trent reorganized and moving south by 1 July. In a
complicated plan, he decided to split his forces: he
would lead the main body of 24,000 troops down the
eastern side of Lake Garda while Gen. Peter Quas-
danovitch took another 18,000 along the western
shore, with the two forces rejoining once south of
that water body. At the same time, Gen. Meszaros’
division of 5,000 men was sent down the Brenta val-
ley to occupy Viacenza and approach Mantua, which
they believed to be on the verge of surrender. Wurm-
ser assumed the threats from multiple directions
would cause the outnumbered French to break off
the siege and retire toward Milan.

Aware of the Austrian movements, Napoleon dis-
patched Augereau’s division to establish a blocking
position on the southwest corner of Lake Garda while
Massena’s division set up similarly on the eastern
shore. In the hope of concluding the siege of Mantua
before Wurmser arrived, the French also tried to
storm the fortress on 17 July, but failed again. Napo-
leon realized his outnumbered army wouldn’t be able
to continue the siege and fight off the relief columns
at the same time.

The Austrians moved slowly, taking nearly a
month to go the 35 miles down the Adige River val-
ley to Roveredo. There the advance guard bumped
into Massena’s outposts on 28 July and began to
push them back down the valley. Meanwhile Quas-
danovitch’s force took Salo on the same day after a
75 mile move across the mountains. Under pressure
from Wurmser, Massena abandoned Verona on 29
July, leaving the city to be occupied by Maszaro’s
division approaching from the east. The position was
desperate, with 47,000 Austrians about to link up on
the south side of Lake Garda.

Though Napoleon was worried about those devel-
opments, he wasn’t eager to retreat. Instead he aban-
doned the siege of Mantua on the night of 31 July,
ordering Serurier’s division to rejoin the main army.
The garrison of Mantua sallied to capture the aban-
doned French siege train, but starvation and lethar-
gy kept them from doing anything to aid Wurmser.

Napoleon had decided to concentrate his army to
defeat in detail the still-divided enemy relief forces
by again using the strategy of central position. His
first target would be Quasdanovitch’s force on the
west side of the lake, since he threatened to cut off
the French line of communication to Milan. Auger-
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eau’s division and Kilmaine’s cavalry were shifted
eastward to slow Wurmser’s advance while the rest of
the army massed near Lonato.

Wurmser was able to link up with Meszaro’s de-
tached division near Verona, and with single-minded
purpose reached Mantua on 1 August. Having raised
the siege, Wurmser then began marching northwest
to crush Napoleon’s army between the two pincers
of his offensive. Just as success for the Austrians
seemed at hand, Napoleon’s concentrated army
struck Quasdanovitch at Lonato. Massena was able
to defeat part of that dispersed group, capturing
most of Gen. Ocksay’s division. Meanwhile, just five
miles to the south, Augereau was able to stop
Wurmser’s advance guard at Castiglione. With Quas-
danovitch retreating north and Wurmser stopped in
his tracks, Napoleon used 4 August to reorient his
army toward the other half of the enemy pincer.

He massed nearly 30,000 troops against Wurm-
ser’s 25,000 at Castiglione on the 5th. His battle plan
was excellent, with pinning attacks to be mounted by
Massena and Augereau’s divisions while Serurier’s
unit hit the flank of the Austrians. Instead, though,
poor synchronization and tired French troops marred
the execution of the plan. But the elan of individual
French leaders, such as Lannes at the head of two
grenadier battalions, and Col. Marmont leading a bat-
talion of horse artillery, finally carried the day.
Wurmser’s army was defeated with the loss of 3,000
men and 20 cannon.

The French were too tired to pursue, and Wurmser
was able to retreat to Mantua. After reinforcing and
resupplying the garrison, he retired north to Trent.
The superior Austrian cavalry kept Murat at bay, in-
flicting several sharp stings to the pursuers. But with-
in a few days the French had resumed the siege of
Mantua and retaken Verona. The first Austrian at-
tempt to relieve Mantua had been a partial success
in that the garrison was resupplied, but at a cost of
16,000 casualties in the relieving force.

Victory brought only new demands on the Armee
de I'ltalie. By late August the long-awaited French
offensive in Germany had finally gathered momen-
tum, and the Directory wanted Napoleon to move
forces north to establish contact with Moreau’s
Armee du Rhin et de la Moselle. Though Napoleon
was dubious of the operation in light of the limited
force at his disposal, he decided to commit Massena
and Vaubois’ divisions to attacking north toward
Trent while Augereau screened the River Mincio, and
Sahuget continued the siege of Mantua. (Serurier had
been sent back to France on 1 August due to illness.)

Meanwhile Wurmser had managed to regroup his
forces at Trent and had been ordered to make anoth-
er attempt to relieve Mantua. Leaving Davidovitch
with 14,000 men to defend Trent, on 1 September
Wurmser began to march down the Brenta River val-
ley with 20,000 troops.

Unencumbered with large baggage trains, Masse-
na’s 10,000 marched up the 35 mile long Adige Riv-
er valley in a mere three days. Brushing aside Davi-
dovitch’s covering force at Rovereto, they entered
Trent on 5 September. He was soon joined there by
Vaubois and Augereau’s divisions, giving Napoleon
about 33,000 men in the area. At that point his forces
were just 175 miles from Moreau’s in Germany — the
closest the strategic French pincers ever came to clos-
ing.

Napoleon soon learned about Wurmser’s force
moving down the Brenta River valley, and he realized
those Austrians were trying to work around behind
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back down the Adige River valley as the Austrians
expected, he decided to leave Vaubois’ division in
Trent while taking Augereau’s and Massena’s down
the Brenta in pursuit of Wurmser. It was a daring
decision to split his forces deep in enemy territory,
especially since the Brenta valley offered little forage
for the French troops.

The French nevertheless marched rapidly along
the river valley, moving about 40 miles in two days.
Augereau’s division caught up with Wurmser’s rear-
guard near Primolano on 7 September and smashed
through their hasty defense. Wurmser was stunned
the French could have moved so quickly over such
rough terrain. The next morning Napoleon attacked
his army and defeated it at the Battle of Bassano.
There Col. Lannes’ grenadiers broke the Austrian line,
and Murat exploited the opening with his cavalry. An
entire Austrian division surrendered.

The Austrian army fell apart, losing 35 cannon and
most of their engineers in the retreat. Once again,
however, Wurmser remained single-minded about
reaching Mantua, even though his army had been
defeated. Collecting the survivors of Bassano and
Meszaro’s division, about 16,000 troops, he decided
to make a break for Mantua in the confusion still
reigning after the earlier battle.
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his army to get to Mantua. Rather than retreating
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Since they’d now lost most of their equipment, the
Austrians were for once able to move rapidly. Wurm-
ser’s group moved about 75 miles in five days, slip-
ping into Mantua on 12 September. Though Napoleon
desperately tried to catch him before he made it
there, the blocking force along the Adige River and
around Mantua failed in their task. Wurmser had
once again succeeded in breaking through to the
besieged fortress, but at the cost of most of his army
in turn being imprisoned inside its walls. Now 23,000
Austrian troops and 21,000 civilians were concen-
trated within the small city, ringed by French troops
and .swamps. Wurmser launched a strong attack on

15 September with 18,000 men to try to break the
siege lines, but failed at a cost of 2,000 troops.

Third Relief Attempt
(16 September-21 November)

After the failure of the second Austrian attempt
to relieve Mantua, the French gained a little breathing
space. They still had to deal with peasant rebellions
throughout Lombardy, and Napoleon encouraged
pro-republican Italians to form the Legion Lombarda
to help the French maintain their lines of communi-
cation. Without consulting the Directory, he also set

Alternative Outcome Analysis — The Naval Dimension

Surprisingly; none of the major accounts of Napoleon’s
campaign in Italy mention the naval dimension provided
by British participation. That omission is even more pectl-
liar given the fact one of Napoleon’s great enemies, Hora-
tio Nelson, was only a few miles offshore.

In April 1796, 37-year-old Capt: Nelson was already a
veteran naval commander. At the time he led a detached
squadron of the British Mediterranean fleet consisting of
two ships-of-the-line, two frigates and two sloops. His mis-
sion was to cruise off the coast of Liguria and the French

Riviera, harassing French coastal lines of communication
and assisting the Austrian army in any way possible. Com-
munication with Beaulieu’s army was actually good, with
coordinating meetings held regularly aboard ship.

The Royal Navy in 1796 dominated the waters off lialy
with a fleet built around 18 ships-of-the-line. A force of
6,000 British troops had occupied the islands of Corsica
and Elba in 1794-95, thereby establishing forward bases
for that fleet. A forward depot was also established on the
mainland at Livorno.

The only potentially serious threat to British dominance
of those waters was the French Mediterranean fleet at
Toulon. But those ships had been neglected since 1793 and
had only 15 poorly trained and under-equipped ships-of-
the line available. Outclassed and outgunned, the French
fleet in 1796 was no match for Nelson, ahd the French
knew it. Napoleon therefore kept some 6,000 troops and
several static batteries along the coast.

Despite their naval superiority, the British actually did
little to interfere with Napoleon’s Armee de I'Italie. Nelson
met with Beaulieu at Voltri on 11 April, when the Austrians
occupied that coastal town. The meeting was cordial, but at
that moment Beaulieu didn't feel he needed British help to
deal with the French.

On the 25th, Nelson's squadron attacked a French
coastal convoy off Loano, capturing two gunboats and five
transports. A month later, on 31 May, they attacked anoth-
er French convoy off Oneglia. After British naval gunfire
suppressed a supporting French coastal battery, some
sailors and marines went ashore to spike the cannon, cap-
ture several more transports and seize some cargoes,
including artillery and ammunition.

But that was the end of Nelson's actions against Napo-
leon’s army. In June the British fleet sat idle as Vaubois’
division occupied their forward base at Livorno. As spring
turned to summer, British attention in the Mediterranean
turned mcreasmgly toward Spanish diplomatic activity and
away from French military activity in [taly. On 19 August,
Spain entered the war on the side of France, and the British
became apprehensive Madrid's fleet would link with the
French in Toulon. Consequently the Royal Navy moved out
of Italian coastal waters in the early fall, evacuating first
Corsica then Elba. By December, Nelson’s squadron was
back at Gibraltar.
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In that way British naval superiority in the Mediter-
ranean remained largely irrelevant to Napoleon in Italy, and
Nelson did nothing fo aid Beaulieu’s retreating army. That
was unfortunate for the coalition, because if British and
Austrian leaders had demonstrated only a little bit more
imagination and strategic grasp they would have under-
stood they had the tools at their disposal to deliver a telling
blow against the Arinee de I'ltalie.

That is, after the fall of Milan the two allies could have
agreed to cooperate in the reconquest of Lombardy. A
simultaneous Austrian overland attack from the Tyrol and
a British amphibious landing at Genoa would have taxed a

French army that also had to blockade Mantua. While
Wurmser marched the bulk of his army into Lombardy, the
British fleet could have been used to transport a 5,000 man
Austrian division from Trieste to Genoa (about 10 days sail-

ing time). Ostensibly neutral, Genoa had already fired on
British warships to curry favor with the French. That cassus
belli could have been used as an excuse to occupy the port
in mid-July. Consisting of British and Austrian infantry,
Royal Navy marines, perhaps some Neapolitan cavalry, and
the guns of Nelson’s squadron, such a joint task force
could have held the city against the paltry French coastal
forces then in the vicinity, Small raiding forces could have
moved inland to destroy French depot units left behind in
the cities of Piedmont and Liguria.

Napoleon could hardly have ignored such a force oper-
ating in his rear areas for long. In fact, he would have been
on the horns of a dilemma. If he moved the 120+ miles
back to Genoa — about five days marching — Wurmser’s
army would overwhelm the weak French covering forces
around Mantua. But if he ignored an allied lodgement at
Genoa, it would continue to grow in size and Piedmont
might re-enter the war. British naval superiority could
ensure allied forces in the port would remain supplied, and
they could always be evacuated in the event of alarge scale
enemy attack. It’s unlikely the French would have been able
to overturn such a lodgement easily or quickly, and cer-
tainly not with Wurmser’s army breathing down their
necks.

Einally, a lodgement at Genoa would have been a magnet
for the French and Spanish fleets to attack, which ulti-
mately would have played into the British desire for a deci-
sive sea battle. At the least; greater British aggressiveness
along the coast would have reduced the reinforcements
reaching Napoleon'’s army and given hope to the Austrians
they were not alone in the fight. But the Austrian high com-
mand no more appreciated British naval capabilities than
the British could grasp the kind of highly mobile conti-
nental warfare Napoleon was practicing in Italy. Though
British naval superiority would ultimately restrict France
to being only a continental power, it failed to inhibit
Napoleon’s aggressmn from eliminating one after another
of his coalition enemies.
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up the Cisalpine, Cispadena and Transpadena Repub-
lics. Efforts were made to inhibit Naples, Venice and
the Papal States from doing anything to threaten the
French hold over northern Italy. Though none of
those efforts produced major results, they did allow
the invaders to keep a tenuous control over the
region with only 41,000 troops. The end of the pro-
royalist revolt in the French region of Vendee allowed
the Directory to send Napoleon a dozen veteran bat-
talions (about 9,000 men) in October.

Anticipating renewed Austrian attempts to break
through to Mantua, Napoleon redistributed his for-
ces. He created a two division covering force, with
Vaubois’ 10,000 man division at Trent and Massena’s
5,000 man unit at Bassano. He ordered Kilmaine to
continue the siege of Mantua with 9,000 men; and he
also set out a cavalry screen and Joubert’s infantry
brigade along the Adige River. He then moved his
headquarters to Verona, with Augereau’s 5,000 man
division as his primary reserve.

The respite was short. Moreau’s army was defeated
in October, which allowed the Austrians to transfer
more forces to the Italian front. That in turn allowed
the creation of a new army of 29,000 near Trieste with
Baron d’Alvintzi in command. Another force of 14,000
under Davidovitch, then forming north of Trent, was
also put under d’Alvintzi’s command. Once again Aus-
trian strategy involved a pincer operation by forces
that couldn’t support each other. But the new Austri-
an general was aggressive and wasted no time; he
started his offensive on 2 November.

At first Napoleon thought the only significant
threat came from d’Alvintzi’s forces in the east; but
Davidovitch defeated Vaubois’ division to reoccupy
Trent on 4 November. That routed French unit fled
south down the Adige River valley with Davidovitch
in pursuit. Nor did Massena succeed in holding up
d’Alvintzi himself at Bassano; he was obliged to
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e Padua

retreat to Verona. The Armee de I'Italie was thus once
again between the jaws of two converging pincers,
and again Napoleon used the strategy of central posi-
tion, this time with Verona as his pivot.

First he rallied Vaubois’ men and established them
in a new blocking position at Roveredo on 8 Novem-
ber. Davidovitch was moving slowly down the Adige
valley and wouldn’t be a threat for several days. That
allowed Napoleon to turn his attention to defeating
d’Alvintzi’s main force. Impatiently, on 12 November
he ordered Massena to attack d’Alvintzi with only a
single reinforced division. The result was a French
frontal attack at Caldiero that failed, forcing Masse-
na to again fall back on Verona.

Napoleon became so desperate he even ordered
his wife Josephine to leave Milan. With d’Alvintzi’s
advance guard just outside Verona on 14 November,
the future emperor decided to counterattack. Leav-
ing only 3,000 troops to hold Verona, and Vaubois’
still shaky division to stall Davidovitch, Napoleon
force marched 18 miles on the south side of the Adi-
ge River during the night of 14/15 November. It was
his intent to cross near Arcola, thereby threatening
d’Alvintzi’s lines of communication.

Reaching the crossing site early on the morning of
the 15th, Napoleon’s engineers constructed a pon-
toon bridge. The divisions of Massena and Augereau
got across but were then soon stopped by the Aus-
trian flank guard. The first day of the new battle thus
ended as a draw: d’Alvintzi’s advance on Verona had
been halted, but the French were forced to abandon
all their gains at nightfall.

On the second day the French again took some
ground while slowly wearing away d’Alvintzi’s
troops. Only on the third day of fighting in what had
become the Battle of Arcola did Napoleon score the
major success he needed, when Massena finally
broke through the Austrian flank, and a diversionary
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attack by Col. Bessieres’ guide cavalry caused panic in
the enemy rear. After having been outnumbered and
battered for three days, d’Alvintzi decided to fall
back on Trieste.

On 17 November, the final day of the battle, Davi-
dovitch finally attacked and began to push back
Vaubois’ division. Napoleon left the cavalry to pur-
sue d’Alvintzi while he marched with the already
tired infantry to check the threat growing to the rear.
As the odds began to shift against him, Davidovitch
decided to retire back up the Adige River valley
before Napoleon could mass decisively superior
forces against him. Here the French pursuit was more
successful, with Davidovitch’s force losing 1,500 men
and nine guns in their retreat.

Once again Napoleon had prevented the Austrians
from relieving Mantua, but this time by only the nar-
rowest of margins. Arcola was a well conceived but
poorly executed operation by Napoleon, with his
army suffering 25 percent casualties in the three day
slugfest.

Final Austrian Relief Attempt
(22 Nov.1796 - 2 Feb. 1797)

The victory at Arcola and the onset of winter
brought the Armee de I'Italie seven weeks of respite.

During December the French received about 8,000
replacements, enough to bring all the divisions back
up to strength. Unsatisfied with Vaubois’ perfor-
mance in the previous months, Napoleon replaced
him with 27-year-old Brig. Gen. Barthelemy Joubert.
Serurier returned from convalescent leave to resume
command of the besieging division at Mantua. A new
4,000 man division was also formed from replace-
ments and given to 28-year-old Brig. Gen. Louis Rey.
Additionally, the French artillery units were re-
equipped with new 12-pounder guns and reinforced
to 78 pieces.

Though Napoleon anticipated yet another Austri-
an attempt to relieve Mantua, he couldn’t be certain
which avenue of approach they would try to use.
They had already come in along both sides of Lake
Garda and down the Brenta valley-Vicenza axis; so he
had to guard against those three already known path-
ways. He assigned Rey’s small division to watch the
least likely sector on the west side of Lake Garda. Jou-
bert’s 10,000 man division he ordered to construct
defensive positions in the Adige River valley cover-
ing the east side of the lake. He set Augereau’s divi-
sion to maintain a covering screen along the lower
Adige, centered on Legnano. He designated Masse-
na’s division at Verona the primary reserve.

French forces, guarding multiple approaches while
continuing the siege of Mantua, were spread thinly.
But Napoleon’s plan was to mass his forces quickly
against whatever turned out to be the critical threat.
To aid in that scheme he also improved his courier
system.

The Austrian army in the Tyrol also used Decem-
ber to regroup while it received 11,000 replacements.
The main body under d’Alvintzi thus came to have
34,000 troops in the Brenta valley, while Provera had
another 9,000 at Padua. Realizing the French had
only stopped the previous relief attempts with diffi-
culty, the Aulic Council ordered d’Alvintzi to make
one last, supreme effort to end the siege. Peace nego-
tiations were close, and the Austrians knew posses-
sion of Mantua would be a key determinant in the ter-
ritorial dispositions to come.

Once again the Austrians opted to split their
forces and use converging columns. But this time
d’Alvintzi also hoped to use deception to aid the
advance. Two divisions under Provera and Bayalitsch
would launch diversionary attacks across the Lom-
bard plain against Legnano and Verona to convince
Napoleon the main threat was coming from the east.
At the same time, d’Alvintzi would lead the main
force through Trent and down the rugged Adige val-
ley to Rivoli. It was a calculated risk: d’Alvintzi knew
his diversionary groups might be defeated in detail,
but he hoped even Napoleon wouldn’t be expecting
the main blow of a winter offensive to come through
the worst terrain. On 7 January 1797, the Austrian
columns moved out of winter quarters to begin their
separate marches.

The first indication of the Austrian offensive came
the next day, when Provera’s division bumped into
Augereau’s covering force near Legnano. On the 9th,
Bayalitsch’s men attacked Massena’s outposts near
Verona. Since they only appeared to be probing
attacks, Napoleon remained unwilling to commit his
reserve until d’Alvintzi’s main body had been detect-
ed. It wasn’t until 12 January that a’Alvintzi made
contact with Joubert’s position near Roveredo. There
the Austrians put in 28,000 men against 10,000
French, forcing Joubert to withdraw six miles under
pressure to Rivoli.
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When Napoleon learned of the Austrian advance
through the Adige valley, at 3:00 p.m. on the 13th, he
realized it was the main effort. Rushing to join Jou-
bert at Rivoli, he also ordered Rey and Massena to
bring their divisions. Only 3,000 troops were left to
hold Verona against the Austrian probing forces.
Thus d’Alvintzi’s supporting attacks were a failure:
they didn’t deceive Napoleon or fix French forces in
place; they only deprived the Austrian effort of
15,000 men at the critical point.

Napoleon arrived at Rivoli at 2:00 a.m. on 14 Jan-
uary and immediately ordered Joubert to stand fast,
informing him help was on the way. Though out-
numbered nearly three to one, Joubert’s men held the
high ground at Rivoli and the critical pass at Osteria
gorge.

D’Alvintzi planned to attack with three divisions
(Liptay, Koblos and Ocksay - 12,000 men) in the cen-
ter to pin Joubert’s division, while two other divisions
(Lusignan and Wukassovitch - 8,000) made wide
flanking marches to get behind the French and cut
off their reinforcements. Once the French were pin-
ned and cut off, a reinforced division (Quasdanovitch
- 7,000) would punch through Osteria gorge. It was a
good plan that could have worked, but for the pres-
ence of Napoleon. Unfortunately for d’Alvintzi, his
counterpart wasn’t about to wait to be crushed by
superior numbers.

When Napoleon was informed at 6:00 a.m. that
Massena’s division was approaching from the south,
he ordered Joubert to launch a spoiling attack into
the Austrian center. Joubert’s 10,000 briefly pushed
back the 12,000 enemy facing them before being
stopped. Just as those hard-pressed Frenchmen were
beginning to waver, Massena’s division arrived to bol-
ster their center. The crisis in the fight arrived at
11:00 a.m., when Lusignan’s 4,000 man division final-
ly worked its way around from the west to cut the
road south of Rivoli. Sensing victory, d’Alvintzi com-
mitted Quasdanovitch’s 7,000 men, and his grena-
diers seized Osteria gorge. But before the trap could
be fully closed, Napoleon hurled Massena’s and Jou-
bert’s divisions at their center, and this time the Aus-
trians gave way.

Massed artillery and a cavalry charge routed the
three Austrian center divisions. The French went on
to retake Osteria gorge, then Napoleon turned to
catch Lusignan’s division between Massena’s reserve
brigade and Rey’s division arriving from the south.
Lusignan’s 4,500 man command surrendered at 5:00
p.m., as their general abandoned them to escape
across Lake Garda in a small boat.

Just as the Battle of Rivoli was reaching its culmi-
nation, Napoleon received word Provera had crossed
the lower Adige River, slipped by Augereau and was
heading for Mantua. He decided to let Joubert finish
at Rivoli while he headed south with Massena’s men
to intercept Provera. While Napoleon and Massena
marched the 30 miles back to Mantua, Joubert suc-
cessfully pursued d’Alvintzi’s remnants back up the
Adige valley. In all, the Austrian main body had lost
half its troops and most of its equipment.

On the same day, 15 January, Augereau’s division
skirmished with Provera’s men on the approaches to
Mantua, inflicting 2,000 casualties. But the Austrians
again slipped past the French cordon. On 16 January,
Provera actually got within sight of Mantua, prompt-
ing Wurmser to attempt a sortie to link up. But
Serurier’s defense around the fortress repulsed that
effort, and Provera’s division soon found itself
trapped between Augereau’s and Massena’s advanc-
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ing commands. Provera and his entire division of
6,700 men surrendered. The fourth and final Austri-
an attempt to relieve Mantua had failed at a cost of
25,000 casualties.

By 1 February, French forces under Joubert had
retaken Trent, and the Austrians in the Tyrol were in
such disarray there was little chance of any further
relief attempts. Recognizing the inevitable, Wurmser
agreed to surrender the fortress of Mantua on the
2nd. After eight months — the longest siege of the
Napoleonic era — the Austrians surrendered 30,000
troops. Another 18,000 of their soldiers, along with
some 9,000 civilians, had also died in the siege, most-
ly from disease.

|

Invasion of Austria
(3 Feb.-16 Apr.1797)

The fall of Mantua changed everything in Italy. In
Paris the French Directors finally understood Italy
was indeed the decisive theater, not Germany, and
they therefore began to give priority to strengthening
their forces there. Napoleon would receive 25,000
reinforcements, including the divisions of Bernadotte
and Delmas. But that shift would take time, and
Napoleon had learned losing the initiative could be
lethal. He understood, with Mantua captured, the
only way to finally secure his conquests in northern
Italy was to invade Austria and force them to the
peace table.

Before he could mount such an invasion, however,
he had to rest and reorganize his tired army, which
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had by that time been fighting almost continually for
10 months. He also had to wait for the winter weath-
er to improve enough to allow movement through the
Alpine passes.

While the bulk of his army rested, Napoleon also
decided to scour his rear areas before mounting the
invasion of Austria. Though ostensibly neutral, the
Papal States were providing refuge to a number of
the Austrians who’d fled after the Battle of Rivoli.
The Pope was also trying to encourage Naples to re-
enter the war against France. Napoleon therefore
decided to teach the Pope a lesson in brute force; so
he invaded Romagna early in February, with 32-year-
old Gen. Claude Victor’s 9,000 man division. The
Pope could offer only token resistance, and the cities
of Ravenna and Ancona were quickly occupied by the
invaders. Pope Pius VI was forced to accept the
Treaty of Tolentino on 19 February, wherein he
agreed to pay an indemnity of £1.2 million.

By late February, then, Napoleon was ready to
invade Austria. D’Alvintzi had meanwhile been re-
placed as commander by the more competent Arch-
duke Charles, who had about 50,000 troops spread
thinly between the Tyrol and the Frioul. The Armee
de I'lialie had grown to about 78,000, split into two
maneuver groups. Napoleon directed Joubert, with
15,000, to slowly advance north from Trent to pro-
tect the flank from any Austrian attacks out of the
Tyrol. The main army under Napoleon consisted of
43,000 men in four infantry divisions (Massena,
Guieu, Bernadotte and Serurier). The primary objec-
tive, Vienna, was 300 miles way across the snow-
laden Alps. To create a jump-off point the French
first crossed the Brenta River to seize Primoano on 1
March. The remaining 15,500 French in Italy were
kept there as occupation and garrison troops.

When the weather improved, Napoleon began his
main push on 10 March. Archduke Charles was un-
able to mount an effective defense of the Frioul with
his scattered army, and the French easily pushed
back his covering force. One by one the river defense
lines were breached. During the retreat the defeated
Austrian army began to fall apart. Massena chased
one fragment to Tarvis, on 23 March capturing most
of a division there: 5,000 men and 32 cannon. Berna-
dotte pursued another Austrian force toward Lay-
bach (modern Ljubljana). A French cavalry force occu-
pied Trieste, capturing whole its large, abandoned
arsenal. Meanwhile Joubert advanced up the Adige
valley into the heart of the Alps, occupying Botzen
(Bolzano).

Though the French army was strung out and ex-
hausted by the winter pursuit through the Alps,
Napoleon knew the Austrians were much nearer col-
lapse. But he also knew he couldn’t possibly hold on
to the large area already conquered with fewer than
50,000 troops. Thus he believed his hope for success
lay in making a bold stroke to bring the entire war to
a close.

On 29 March the town of Klagenfurt — 150 miles
from Vienna — fell to the French. Napoleon decided
to abandon his line of communications to be able to
concentrate three divisions there while also making
an armistice offer to Archduke Charles. Receiving no
response, on 7 April he decided to push forward a
small force to Loeben — only 75 miles from Vienna.
With that the Austrians agreed to open negotiations,
realizing a French march on their capital was cer-
tainly the next step otherwise,.

On 18 April 1797 the Austrians agreed to the
Peace of Loeben, which Napoleon concluded on his

own, without reference to his nominal superiors in
the Directory. Though the settlement wasn’t official
until the Treaty of Campo Formio was signed in Octo-
ber, it ended active military operations. In the end
the French gained recognition of their annexation of
Belgium, and their creation of the Cisalpine Republic
in northern Italy. Napoleon also threw the Austrian
leaders a bone by granting them land from the Rep-
ublic of Venice in compensation for their territorial
losses elsewhere in Italy. The War of the First Coali-
tion was thus brought to a dramatic end by a previ-
ously obscure artillery officer.

Resulis

In a campaign lasting one year, Napoleon occupied
all of northern Italy, while his Peace of Loeben solid-
ified French conquests elsewhere in Europe. The
Armee de I'lItalie had suffered over 45,000 combat
casualties, including some 14,000 dead. On the oth-
er side, the Austrian army had been humiliated by
the fast moving French while suffering over 130,000
casualties, including about 27,000 killed, and losing
over 1,600 cannon.

In short, Napoleon made himself and the troops
he commanded a force to be reckoned with in
Europe. In addition to military glory and land, his
conquests acquired substantial economic wealth for
himself, his army and the French Republic. During
1796-97 the French plundered and extorted about £8
million in Italy, compared with only £.64 million
acquired from conquered territories in Germany dur-
ing the same period (but in comparison, British trade
exports in that time were £30.1 million). In perspec-
tive, then, since the regular pay for the Armee de
I'Ttalie was equal to about £1.2 million per year,
Napoleon’s Italian conquests represented a self-
financing campaign.

But Napoleon’s conquests of 1796-97 were actual-
ly ephemeral. After Loeben he left the Armee de I'ltal-
le to return to France to command the force forming
for the projected invasion of England. Less than a
year later French troops marched into Rome and
brought Pope Pius VI to France as their prisoner, cre-
ating a Roman Republic in February 1798. In Novem-
ber the French broke the armistice with Piedmont to
occupy Turin.

That French aggression soon led to the creation of
the Second Coalition, which included England, Rus-
sia, Austria, Portugal, Naples, the Ottoman Empire
and the Vatican. Though the French subsequently
overran Naples, a combined Austro-Russian army
under Marshal Alexander Suvarov reconquered vir-
tually all of northern Italy between April and Novem-
ber 1799. Napoleon would thus have to return there
in May 1800 to defeat France’s enemies in another
lightning campaign. X

Sources

Adlow, Elijah. Napoleon in Italy, 1796-1797. Boston:
William J. Rochfurt, 1948.

Chandler, David G. The Campaigns of Napoleon. New
York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1966.

Elting, John R. Swords Around a Throne. New York:
The Free Press, 1988.

Glover, Michael. The Napoleonic Wars: An Hlustrated
History, 1792-1815. New York: Hippocrene Books,
1978.

Haythornthwaite, Philip J. Napoleon’s Military Mach-
ine. New York: Hippocrene Books, 1988.

Schon, Alan. Napoleon Bonaparte. New York: Harper-
Collins, 1997.

ISSUE 51

G




CRANSTON FINE ARTS —f

Torwood House, Torwoodhill Rd. - RHU, Helensburgh, Scotland,G84 SLE
|
|
|

Tel:011-44-1436-820-269  Fax: 011-44-1436-820-473 L

Indiana — First Tour of Duty by Anthony Saunders. The fifth in the series depicting The Narvik Squadron by Anthony Saunders. Showing the Gneisanau and Admiral
US Capital Ships. Signed Limited edition of 1150 plus 50 artist proofs. Hipper in the waters off Norway, June 1940.
Image Size 24” x 15” Price $110 Artist proof $150 Original for sale $3,500 Image Size 24” x 15” Price $110 Aurtist Proof $150 Original for sale $3,000

USS Tennessee during the Landings at Iwo Jima, by Anthony Saunders. The US Arctic Convoy by Anthony Saunders. Depicting merchant ships in their struggle to sup-

forces would pay a heavy price for the 850 square miles of volcanic rock called Iwo ply Russia’s port of Murmansk. Signed Limited edition of 1150 plus 50 artist proofs
Jima, February 1945. Signed Limited edition of 1150 plus 50 artist proofs. Image Size 24” x 15” Price $110 Artist proof $150 Original for sale $3,000
Image Size 24” x 15” Price $110 Artist proof $150 Original for sale $3,000

Please add $10 for
shipping
Visa/ Mastercard
welcome
Free introductory
28 print flyer

Please send
self-addressed
envelope

Trade enquiries
welcome

AD 61 by Chris Collingwood. Cavalry and Legionaries of the XIVth Legion of the Last Stand of the 24th Regiment, by Simon Smith. Depicting the last moments of

Roman army. This is the first in a series of four pictures of the Roman army by Chris the 24th regiment at the Battle of Isandhlwana.
Collingwood. Signed Limited edition of 1,150 plus 50 artist proofs. : Signed Limited edition of 1000 plus 50 artist proofs.
Image Size24” x 16” Price $110 Artist proof $150 Original for sale $4,000 Image Size 24 x 16” Price $110 Artist proof $150

PLEASE CONTACT OUR US DEALERS Gettysburg Historical Prints HAVE YOU GOT OUR CATALOGUES?
Scottish Images 219 Sft’ilmj’t:/”‘ :4\'9 Gettysburg )PA 1 73’375 Volume 1 shovﬁng 180 %mages $15
P.O. Box 160133, Sacramento, CA 95816 LS80 a0 55 Volume 2 showing 120 images $15
Tel: 1-800-700-0334 C & C Military Prints Volume 3 showing 250 images $15
The Military Art Gallery P.O. Box 3514, Reston VA 20195 Volume 4 showing 110 images $10

57 Macomb Place, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 Il 705 904 95a0 lar 05 90871 Volume 5 showing 200 images $10
Tel: 1-800-362-8567 FOR AUSTRALIA: NEW Volume 6 showing 200 images $15
Fredericksburg Historical Prints Daniel Duldig Prints (Catalogue prices include post)

829 Caroline St. Fredericksburg, VA 54 Koornang Road, Carnegie 3163 Victoria To purchase original paintings or arrange commission.
Tel: 540-373-1861 Fax: 540-371 Tel/Fax: 03-9571-6967 Tel: 011-44-1436-820269




62

1940

After the 1939 defeat many Polish soldiers fled to
the west, mainly to France, to continue the struggle to
liberate their homeland from German occupation.
They often made their way via still-neutral Hungary,
sometimes even crossing the border in good order as
whole units. One Polish unit, the 10th Motorized Cav-
alry Brigade, moved across the countryside for weeks
with all its weapons and equipment and only a few
Hungarian officers attached to its headquarters.

Such soldiers eventually moved on to France,
Britain or Syria, through the various Balkan countries
and under direction of the Polish government in exile
in London. At first they moved openly; but as Ger-
man diplomatic pressure increased on the govern-
ments of the neutral countries involved, they more
often had to be smuggled out in small groups
through the various Polish embassies.

After negotiations among the British, French and
Polish governments, a decision was reached to allow
the escapees to form independent units that would
continue to be deployed to fight the Germans. Naval
and some air force units were to be formed in Britain,
while army and other air force units would form in
France and Syria. Coetquidan in northern France was
chosen as the main assembly point for Polish army
units. Thanks to the large number of volunteers,
many of whom came from Polish emigrant commu-
nities living outside the home country even before
the war began, the formation of the new units went
quickly and efficiently. Since many of the men were
already trained and had combat experience, mostly
only administrative activities and familiarization with
new Anglo-French equipment had to be undertaken.

When the 1940 French campaign began, there were
four Polish infantry divisions, an armored cavalry
brigade, and a mountain infantry brigade in France,
along with another mountain infantry brigade in Syr-
ia. Taken together, those units amounted to 85,000
men eager for revenge.

During the campaign, however, the Polish units
deployed in the second echelon and, with the excep-
tion of a handful of anti-tank companies, entered
combat only after Dunkirk. They were, like the rest of
the French forces, often badly handled and suffered

Men of the Polish Carpathian Cavalry Brigade, which
rode from Syria to join the British after the fall of
France in May 1940.

heavy casualties. With the exception of the 2nd Rifle
Division, all were destroyed in the new fighting. What
follows is a short history of each of the major units
raised during the war.

The Podhale Rifle Brigade

This unit was formed as an ad hoc mountain infan-
try expeditionary unit under command of Maj. Gen.
Zygmunt Bohusz-Szyszko, a Russian army veteran of
the First World War, a member of the Polish army

since 1918, and in 1939

X the commander of the

16th Infantry Division.

The brigade consisted of

| four infantry battalions,
one from each regiment

% El Egl Ij_l of the 1st Grenadier Div-
Independent ision, along with the Ist

Podhale Brigade

Battalion of the 4th Reg-
iment of the 2nd Rifle
Division.

The unit was originally organized to participate in
the Finno-Soviet Winter War, but by the time it was
ready for combat the two sides had reached a truce.
Its second assignment was in the Grenoble region of
the Alps, whence it was eventually sent along as part
of the Allied expeditionary force to Narvik, Norway.
It thus became the first Polish army unit to see action
after 1939. In Norway, along with several Polish naval
vessels, the brigade gave a good account of itself.

The unit also took part in the closing moves of the
French campaign in Bretagane. When that phase of
its history was over, Bohusz-Szyszko and his men
accepted postings to the Mediterranean theater,
eventually ending as part of Polish 2nd Corps fighting
in Italy.

] ® ® ©
1st Grenadier Division
This division formed in Coetquidan under Brig.
Gen. Boleslaw Duch, who’d gotten his first combat
experience in World War Iin the 2nd Regiment of the
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Polish Legion (which became the core of the Polish
national army in 1918), and in 1939 fought in the
39th Reserve Infantry Division.

The 1st Grenadiers didn’t come into contact with
the enemy until the German 12th Corps broke
through the French defensive positions along the
Aisne River on 12 June 1940. Within days the invad-
ers had pushed southward from there toward the
Saar region and the Grenadiers, then located along
the Marne-Rhine Canal, engaged them south of the
town of Lagarde.

What ensued was a vicious battle around the
towns of Vaucourt and Dieuze, during which the 2nd
Regimentlost 80 percent of its men while each of the
division’s other subunits suffered losses ranging
from 20 to 45 percent. Due to those heavy casualties
the entire division was officially dissolved on 21
June. Duch managed to escape to Britain and later
commanded the 3rd Carpathian Rifle Division in the
Italian campaign.

The heroism with which these Poles fought was
commemorated by the people of Dieuze, where in
1947 its main street was renamed Avenue de la 1-re
Division Polonaise de Grenadiers — Avenue of the 1st
Polish Grenadier Division.

2nd Rifle Division

This division was formed in France under com-
mand of Maj. Gen. Bronislaw Prugar-Ketling, a veter-
an of the Austro-Hungarian army during World War
I, amember of the Polish army since 1918, and a vet-
eran of the 1939 campaign during which he led the
11th Infantry Division.

The 2nd Rifles fought in eastern France, finally
managing to cross into Switzerland as a complete
unit when the situation crumbled completely. The

Ist Grenadier
Division
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men, though interned for the duration of the war,
were allowed to stay together as a unit, maintaining
their combat readiness to be able to fight again if the
Germans invaded their new host country.

3rd & 4th Infantry Divisions

These two divisions were still only partially form-
ed in France when the new fighting began. Though
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they never saw action as divisions, several of their
subunits were sent to the front independently.

10th Armored Cavalry Brigade

This unit was formed to continue the traditions of
the aforementioned 10th Brigade that had operated
with such distinction in the 1939 campaign. It was
led by the 10th’s original commander, Maj. Gen.
Stanislaw Maczek, who’d been the Polish army’s most
outstanding advocate of mobile warfare prior to the
outbreak of the war. In 1942 he oversaw the organi-
zation of the 2nd Polish Armored Division in England,
eventually going on to command that formation
across northwestern Europe.
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10th Armored
Cavalry Brigade

The 10th wasn’t finished reforming when the Ger-
mans struck in 1940, consisting of only a 1,700 man
battlegroup, including one armored battalion. They
took part in the fighting, but were pushed into cen-
tral France by the time of the surrender. According-
ly, the unit was officially dissolved and the men had
to try to find their own ways to Britain via the south
of France.

The Independent Carpathian Rifle
Brigade

Immediately after the fall of France only one Pol-
ish unit remained intact, the Independent Carpathian
Rifle Brigade stationed in Homs, Syria, under Col.
Stanislaw Kopanksi. He was a World War I Russian
army veteran and had served as the Polish army’s
chief of operations during 1939. The brigade itself
was made up of soldiers who’d fought in the Polish
campaign, along with a number of others who joined
it by coming over from the French Foreign Legion.

After the capitulation the French commander in
Syria, Gen. Eugene Mittelhauser, first declared he
would keep the colony and the units stationed there
in the Allied camp. That allowed the formation of the
brigade to continue, picking up some of those who

X

i

]

|
® KPA KPU
(Carp. Arty)

(Carp. Uhlans)

v
2

Independent Carpathian
Rifle Brigade

m

63



64

Polish troops serving with the Red Army leave for
the front.

escaped from the European debacle. Even so, Kopan-
ski began making preparations to cross over into
British Palestine in case the political situation
changed in Syria. That was fortunate, for as time
passed and the position of the Vichy regime became
more clear, Mittelhauser began to conform to the
new, more pro-German view. He therefore refused
the request of Kopanski to take his unit out of Syria.
Only the threat of an armed breakout, and pressure
from some French officers on his staff too proud to
take German orders, made him change his mind.

Upon leaving Syria the brigade came under British
command and was therefore retrained to use their
equipment. It was earmarked to go to Greece early in
1941, but Rommel’s successes in Libya dictated it be
used instead for the defense of Egypt. As it achieved
combat readiness the unit was transported to be-
sieged Tobruk to relieve Australians at Ras el Med-
auar. There the Poles spent 110 days engaging in
defensive acticns and endless patrols in the tough-
est sector of the Tobruk perimeter.

After Operation Crusader lifted the siege on 18
November 1941, the brigade participated in the pur-
suit of the retreating Axis forces. It had to break off,
though, in response to conflicting orders from corps
command that sent the unit’s only mechanized for-
mation to Egypt to recuperate, leaving the infantry

(without transport of their own) to slowly slog across
the desert to the new Gazala position. Once there,
given only minimal artillery support, still with no
vehicles available to bring up ammunition, and
accompanied only by Bren carriers, the Polish infan-
try attacked the Italian line, taking 1,700 prisoners
after a wild and successful bayonet charge on 15
December. The brigade continued the fight in the
North African desert until 3 May 1942, when it was
transformed into the 3rd Carpathian Rifle Division
for incorporation into Polish 2nd Corps.

2nd Corps

After the German invasion of the Soviet Union on
22 June 1941, and the subsequent beginning of a
long period of defeat for the Red Army, Moscow’s
rulers reached an agreement with the Polish govern-
ment-in-exile pertaining to the formation of new Pol-
ish military units inside the USSR. As soon as the
agreement was reached, the Soviets declared an
amnesty for the Polish POWs and civilians who’d
been deported from their homeland after the 1939
campaign.

The new units to be formed were all under com-
mand of Gen. Wladyslaw Anders, a Russian army vet-
eran of the First World War and in 1939 commander
of the Nowogrodzka Cavalry Brigade. He ended that
campaign wounded in action and captured by the
Red Army. Subsequently imprisoned, he was moved
from dungeon to dungeon of the Soviet political
prison system for two years.

Originally there were to be two Polish infantry divi-
sions along with a training and replacement center;
but the number of volunteers became so great the
new force was expanded to four divisions plus sup-
porting units. But even that limit was surpassed, to
the point there were soon problems with the supply
of weapons and equipment. By the end of 1941, then,
only one of the divisions had actually been armed.

The Soviets, at that point desperate for manpow-
er, wanted to send the division, the 5th, to the front
as soon as it was done arming. But Anders main-
tained Polish formations could not be committed
piecemeal, only as a whole army.

As the war dragged on and the Germans released
news of their discovery of the Katyn forest massacre
of thousands of Polish officers by the Soviets, and
negotiations over the postwar delineation of the Rus-
so-Polish border failed, a diplomatic split occurred
and relations between the two governments were bro-
ken off. As aresult the Polish units then still forming
inside the Soviet Union were allowed to leave for
British controlled Iraq and Palestine. After the orga-
nization of those units into a corps was completed it
was transported to the Italian front, where it entered
action on the Sangro River, eventually ending the war
fighting in Bologna.

It was also during the Italian campaign the corps
took part in the Battle of Monte Cassino, where it was
committed after the initial wave of Allied assaults
had failed to break that key German defensive posi-
tion on the road to Rome. The fighting on the moun-
tain slopes was so bloody the first line of the song
written to commemorate it within the corps went:
“The red poppies of Monte Cassino are so because
they were raised on Polish blood.”

But despite heavy casualties, the Poles pushed on
to take the German defense bunker by bunker. Final-
ly, after German strongholds to the east and north-
east were taken, their garrison had to withdraw from
Monte Cassino to avoid encirclement. A Polish patrol
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became the first Allied unit to reach the summit,
where the men raised their national flag atop the
ruins. The Gustav Line had finally been breached,
opening the way to Rome.

[ ] [
1st Armored Division

This division was formed in Britain as a compo-
nent of the Polish Ist Corps. The other units of the
corps, a grenadier division and the 16th Armored
Brigade, never achieved combat readiness, remaining
only in the organizational stage until V-E Day.

The 1st Armored was sent to France under com-
mand of Gen. Maczek as part of the 2nd Corps of the
Canadian Ist Army. The division’s first mission was
to close the Falaise pocket together with the Canadi-
an 4th Infantry Division. But the joint assault suffered
heavy losses before it even began, when the second
echelons of both units were accidentally bombed by
hundreds of Allied planes.

The Istwas then sent to Chambois, through which
ran the last German escape route out of the pocket.
After taking the town together with the US 385th
Infantry Regiment, they had to take up defensive pos-
itions to repel German counterattacks. The two units
fought in isolation on 22 August against overwhelm-
ing German forces still attempting to escape east-
ward. The enemy pressure was intense, but despite
heavy casualties both formations held until relieved
by British and American units just as their ammuni-
tion and fuel were becoming completely exhausted.
After the Falaise operation Ist Armored Division
spent a few days resting and replacing its losses be-
fore moving eastward into Belgium and Holland to
eventually end the war on the North Sea coast near
the Dutch border.
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1st Independent Parachute
Brigade

This unit was created and led in Britain by Brig.
Gen. Stanislaw Franciszek Sosabowski, who'd fought
in the Austro-Hungarian army during the First World
War. The idea in forming a parachute unit was to
drop it directly back into occupied Poland at some
propitious moment. But as the war expanded, making
that goal unrealistic in the operational sense, the
brigade was made part of the newly formed Ist Allied
Airborne Army.

The Polish Air Force in the West

The first new Polish air force units actually began form-
ing in France shortly after the 1939 campaign. But because
of equipment shortages there, formation progressed slow-
ly. By the time the new fighting began most of the flyers
were still in retraining in their new aircraft. Those who did
get to the front gave a good account of themselves, ending
the campaign with 58 kills compared to the loss of only 11
of their own number. Upon the conquest of France, most
Polish air force personnel evacuated to Britain to continue
the fight.

The most famous of the Polish fighter units formed in
England was the 303 “Kosciuszko” Squadron, which fought
with utmost distinction during the Battle of Britain. In that
fight the pilots of the 303 scored 126 confirmed kills out
of the 1,700 total aircraft lost by the Germans. The second
most distinguished Polish fighter squadron was the 302
“Poznanski,” which scored 77 confirmed kills.

As air activity lessened over Britain itself, in February
1943 a 15-man fighter unit designated the “Polish Fighting
Team” was sent to North Africa under command of ace
Capt. Stanislaw Skalski. During the period 17 March to 10
May, the Team achieved 25 confirmed kills and three prob-
ables for the loss of just one of their own.

Skalski went on to take command of the Malta-based
601 Fighter Squadron. Tt was a tribute to his fighting and
leadership qualities, because it was rare for any foreigner
to be given command of an RAF unit. Later he led the Pol-
ish 133rd Wing during the Normandy campaign. After the
war, unlike many other Polish airmen who agreed to stay in
the west, he returned to Poland where he held command
positions in that nation’s air force.

In all there were 15 Polish squadrons flying in the west
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by V-E Day, including fighter, bomber and one night fight-
er squadron. Those pilots flew a total of over 85,000 sor-
ties, during which they shot down or severely damaged
some 1,000 enemy aircraft, including 190 V-1 flying bombs.
They also sank 200 enemy naval and transport vessels, and
struck numerous ground targets across occupied western
Europe. Their losses amounted to 2,011, of whom 1,332
were killed in action and 311 taken prisoner.

There were also several Polish air force units formed on
the eastern front, including fighter, bomber and ground
attack regiments. The formation of the first began in
August 1943, and it was soon designated the 1st “Warsaw”
Fighter Regiment. When 1st Polish Army was formed, its
order of battle included an aviation division that held one
fighter, one night bomber and one ground attack regiment.

That night bomber regiment was equipped with Po-2
biplanes that were used by being glided silently the final
distance toward German lines with their engine turned off.
Often the first the Germans knew of the planes’ presence
came from the sound of the just-released bombs exploding.
Only then would the pilots turn the engine back on to fly
away before anyone had a chance to react.

In September 1944 the Ist Polish Mixed Aviation Corps
began forming in Kharkhov in the Soviet Union. Made up of
three aviation divisions, with a total of 300 planes, the
corps was on the front by January 1945, where it took part
in the Berlin offensive.

In total, the Polish pilots in the east flew 5,867 sorties
during which they shot down a total of 20 enemy aircraft,
destroyed 25 tanks, 1,300 other vehicles, and 700 cannon.
Ninety-four of the eastern front Polish aviators were killed,
24 by ground fire.
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When Operation Market Garden began, the brigade
was assigned to take vital Arnhem together with the
British Ist Airborne Division. Due to bad weather the
Poles couldn’t be dropped as originally scheduled,
finally coming into the fight only after the battle’s
outcome had already been decided. Landed south of
Arnhem, near the town of Driel, they made an
attempt to go north to cross the Lower Rhine River to
achieve a link up and rescue of the British para-
troopers isolated on the other bank. Sadly, there
weren’t enough assault boats available, and those
that were on hand were soon destroyed by enemy
fire.

As the battle climaxed, those who’d managed to
cross the river evacuated back south along with the
survivors of the British division. In all, the brigade
lost 23 percent of its men during the operation.
Afterward it was shipped back to England and saw
no more action during the rest of the war. Gen. Sos-
abowski had been a staunch critic of the whole Mar-
ket Garden operation from the very beginning, but
his warnings had gone unheeded by the British com-
mand. Afterward, he was removed from command of
the brigade due to British pressure.

19th & 29th Infantry Battalions

Many of the Poles who failed to find a way out of
France in 1940 went underground there rather than

surrender to the Germans. Most found refuge in the
northeastern regions of France, which already had a
substantial number of Polish immigrants, mainly
miners who’d settled there to escape Prussian occu-
pation of their homeland during the century before
the First World War. As the resistance movement
began to take shape, many of those Poles joined
French cells or formed their own.

After Overlord, as Allied units swept across
France, the Polish underground units declared their
wish to continue fighting as regular army formations.
At first, since many of the new volunteers were
socialists or other kinds of leftists, there were those
in the Allied high command who argued for refusing
their offer. But as German resistance stiffened again
in the autumn of 1944, permission was finally given
to form two battalions within the French 1st Army.

At first the French intended to simply incorporate
the new volunteers into their Foreign Legion, but the
Poles refused to go into battle under any banner oth-
er than their own. They were kept in the rear areas of
the French army, where they engaged in running bat-
tles against small, marauding bands of German sol-
diers and some Werwolf commandoes. On 17 Novem-
ber 1945 both battalions arrived back in Warsaw.
They were the only Polish formations that had fought
in the west and were allowed to return home as units.

1st “Tadeuzs Kosciuszko” Infantry
Division

After the break between the Polish government-in-
exile and Moscow, the Polish units forming in the
USSR were evacuated to the Middle East. But as the
war progressed, the Polish communists residing in
the Soviet Union in the spring of 1943 proposed the
formation of a new force under their auspices. Stalin
accepted, and on 8 May released a statement autho-
rizing the formation of a Polish division to fight with-
in the Red Army. The unit’s formation went rapidly,
and by 15 July it had been officially entered into the
Red Army order of battle. It was named after Tadeuzs

The Polish Navy

In 1939 the Polish navy had several modern submarines
and destroyers. As war became imminent the newest of the
latter were sent to Britain, since it was feared German supe-
riority in the air above the Baltic would otherwise lead to
their certain destruction. The submarines meanwhile at-
tempted to place a mine barrier at the entrance to the Gulf
of Gdansk. But that effort was unsuccessful because their
mine-carrying capacity was too small.

As the war progressed, the submarines also left the Baltic
for Britain with the exception of a few that were interned in
neutral countries. One of those, the Orzel, was interned in
Tallin, Estonia, where its commander deserted. Under a new
commander the boat managed to escape the guarded port
and reached Britain after her officers redrew the needed
maps from memory. (Their original charts were seized by
the Estonians.)

The Polish navy kept expanding throughout the war, with
its warships taking part in the fighting from the Mediter-
ranean to the Arctic. It was, in fact, the only arm of the Pol-
ish forces to remain actively engaged throughout the entire
war from day one to the end. The first of those who died
after the 1939 campaign were from the crew of the destroy-
er Grom, which was sunk while taking part in the Narvik
expedition.

Other Polish sailors later died when the submarine Jas-

66

trzab was mistakenly attacked by an American destroyer in
the North Sea. The Americans didn’t stop firing even when
the Jastrzab surfaced and her captain hoisted the Polish
flag. Only when he raised a white surrender flag did the
destroyer cease fire.

The Polish navy’s largest ship, the cruiser Dragon, used
its guns in support of the Allied D-Day landings until it was
severely damaged by German guided bombs. Afterward it
was scuttled and turned into part of a breakwater on one of
the Allied beachheads.

Two submarines in the Mediterranean, the Sokol and
Dzik, earned themselves the nickname the “Terrible Twins,”
given them by their British colleagues for their daring
actions against the Italians.

i The Polish destroyer Piorum was one of the warships
sent to hunt down the German battleship Bismarck. When
contact was made, the captain went through identification
procedures so the enemy battleship’s command would
know the Polish navy still existed and fought.

In all, the ships of the Polish navy took part in escorting
787 convoys, sank seven enemy surface warships, two U-
boats and 41 transports, while also shooting down 24 air-
craft. In that time, 404 Polish sailors lost their lives, four of
them ship captains.
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Kosciuszko, a Polish national hero who'd fought in
another foreign army, the American, during that
nation’s revolutionary war.
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After the swearing in ceremony, the division, un-
der command of Brig. Gen. Zygmunt Berling, who'd
been a Soviet prisoner since 1939, was attached to
33rd Army, and fought its first battle on 12-13 Octo-
ber. Its task was to cross the marshy valley of the
Miereja River at Lenino to break through the German
defenses there, opening the way for an advance on
the Dniepr River. The attack went as planned, with
all the Poles’ objectives taken on schedule despite
heavy casualties. Unfortunately, because the marshy
terrain made the use of armor practically impossible,
the Soviet divisions on their flanks were unable to
break through. That left the Poles exposed in a salient
in which they had to endure constant German coun-
terattacks and aircraft attacks.

By the time the Soviets came up, the Poles had suf-
fered 25 percent casualties and therefore had to be
relieved. But the division reformed, eventually to be
included in the Ist Polish Army, participating in the
brutal fighting on the Baltic coast and eventually end-
ing the war in the ruins of Berlin.

1st Polish Army

Even as the Ist Infantry Division was leaving for
the front, other Polish units were being formed in the
east. They were first brought together to form 1st Pol-
ish Corps, but the continued steady influx of volun-
teers necessitated that formation be expanded into
1st Polish Army. That army officially achieved battle
readiness on 19 March 1944, leaving for the front
under command of Maj. Gen. Stanislaw Poplawski, a
long-time Polish communist and member of the Red
Army since 1919.

The army went into 1st Belorussian Front (army
group), where it took part in the battles for eastern
Warsaw. There it launched a desperate, unsuccessful
assault across the Vistula River to try to aid the last
resistance pockets holding out in the western part of
the city. After the liberation of Warsaw and a victory
parade through its ruined streets, the army was
forced marched north to break through the German
defenses along the Pomeranian border. In bloody
fighting it captured the fortress city of Kolobrzeg.
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Following a short rest, the army moved westward
again to face the Germans across the Oder River as
part of the right wing of 1st Belorussian Front. During
the final offensive, 1st Polish Army fought a three day
battle to get through the river’'s wetlands, and by 20
April became part of the Red forces besieging Berlin.
As a gesture from Marshal Georgi Zhukhov, overall
Soviet field commander, several Polish units were giv-
en the honor of participating in the conquest of the
German capital. The lead Polish battalion was within
a kilometer of the Brandenburg Gate and Reichstag at
the time of the enemy capitulation. The men set up
the Polish flag atop the ruins only minutes after the
Soviet banner went up.

2nd Polish Army

As more and more national territory was liberated
from the Germans, a decision by the pro-Soviet Pol-
ish Provisional Government called for the formation
of the 2nd Polish Army. That command was given to
Lt. Gen. Karol Swieczewski, another Polish commu-
nist and Red Army officer since 1918. (He was even-
tually killed in ambush, on 28 March 1947, by Ukrain-
ian separatist guerillas in southeastern Poland.)

By 29 March 1945, 2nd Army moved into the front
lines near fortified Wroclaw. On 16 April it stormed
across the Nysa Rvier as part of 1st Ukrainian Front
in the Berlin offensive. After breaching the German
defenses in front of it, 2nd Army moved on toward
Dresden. As its reconnaissance elements were in
sight of that historic city’s towers, however, the Poles
had to pull back to take part in defeating the German
counterattack toward besieged Berlin. When that ene-
my effort faltered, 2nd Army was redirected south
toward Prague. Together with other Soviet forma-
tions, it took part in the final shattering of the once
mighty German Army Group Center in Czechoslova-
kia.

1st “Heroes of Westerplatte”
Armored Brigade '

Though this unit was originally created as a sup-
porting force within 1st Polish Army, it often operat-
ed independently or attached to various Soviet guard
and tank armies. Its first trial was at the Magnuszew
bridgehead on the central Vistula. The Soviet units
there were under intense pressure from, among oth-
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ers, the elite Hermann Goring Panzer Division.

returning home but as individuals cashiered without

Though the brigade had to enter combat piecemeal even a farewell ceremony. o
because the bridges over the river couldn’t provide
for adequate traffic flow, it held on against fierce Ger- Sources

man attacks before resuming the offensive. Later, as
part of 1st Guards Tank Army, the brigade took part
in the breaching of the Pomeranian defense line, then
moved to help crush the last German resistance in
Gdynia and Gdansk.

Conclusions

Polish soldiers fought throughout the Second
World War, from the first shots fired in Westerplatte
to the last in the ruins of Berlin. By the time of the
German capitulation there was a total of about
600,000 Poles bearing arms, organized into two
armies on the eastern front and two corps in the
west, along with numerous independent formations
and air force and navy units. Proof of their prowess
and determination comes from the fact that all dur-
ing the war, not even in the 1939 defeat, did one Pol-
ish standard ever fall into German hands.

Unfortunately, the achievements and sacrifices of
the Polish soldiers didn’t secure them a sound polit-
ical settlement. After the world war ended and the
first rumblings of the new Cold War began — and it
became obvious Poland was going to be on the wrong
side of the Iron Curtain — the western Allied high
command did everything possible to keep them,
especially the air force personnel, from returning to
Poland. When they were finally allowed to go, most
left from their bases not like a victorious army
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by David Higgins

Gauntlet, by Anthony Saunders. Portsmouth, August 26th 1940, the lone
Spitfire of Squadron Leader Sandy Johnstone breaks the ranks and picks off
one of the menacing Heinkels. (Courtesy Cranston Fine Arts)

“We were brought to readiness in
the middle of lunch and scrambled to
intercept a mixed bag of 100+ Heinkel
II's and DO 17’s approaching Ports-
mouth from the south. The Controller
did a first class job and positioned us
one thousand feet above the target,
with the sun behind us, allowing us to
spot the raiders from along way off.
No escorting Messerschmitts were in
sight at the time, although a sizeable
force was to turn up soon after. Then
something strange happened.

I was about to give a ticking off to
our chaps for misusing the R/T when
I realized I was listening to German
voices. It appeared we were both
using the same frequency and, al-
though having no knowledge of the
language, it sounded from the mono-
tonous flow of the conversation that
they were unaware of our presence.
As soon as we dived towards the lead-
ing formation, however, we were as-
sailed immediately by loud shouts of
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‘Achtung Spitfuern! Spitfuern!’ as our
bullets began to take their toll.

In spite of having taken Jerry by
surprise our bag was only six, with
others claimed as damaged, before
the remainder dived for cloud cover
and turned for home. In the mean-
time the escorting fighters were
amongst us when two of our fellows
were badly shot up. Hector MacLean
stopped a cannon shell on his cockpit,
blowing his foot off above the ankle,
although in spite of his grave injuries
he managed to fly his Spitfire back to
Tangmere to land with wheels re-
tracted. Cyril Babbage’s aircraft was
also badly damaged in action, forcing
him to abandon it and take to his
parachute. He was ultimately picked
up by a rescue launch and put ashore
at Bognor, having suffered only
minor injuries. I personally accounted
for one Heinkel III in the action.”

— Sandy Johnstone

After leaving school he attended
Colchester Technical College for five
years attaining an Engineering Diplo-
ma in Electronic Design Engineering,
but his passion has been for painting
aviation subjects. He joined the team
of artists at Cranston Fine Arts in
1995. With a variety of aviation sub-
jects being produced as limited edi-
tion prints. One of his best known
paintings is Gauntlet — a tribute to
the men of the “City of Glasgow”
auxiliary squadron in the Battle of
Britain. His second love was mar-
itime subjects, which he has taken
time and much research to produce
his first six naval subjects. Ranging
from large to small he has tried to
include most sizes of ships in his
pictures, from HMS Ashanti, to HMS
Hood and HMS Ark Royal, and has
recently been working on a series of
US Naval battlescenes, with his latest
commission Iwo Jima, winning par-
ticular praise. He has exhibited at
various exhibitions; The Guild of
Aviation Artists Annual Exhibition
1989-1990, Horizons of Flight Ex-
hibition 1994 (this particular Exhi-
bition awarded him the Award of
Distinction), and a variety of Cran-
ston Fine Arts small exhibitions
around the world.

Over the past three years Anthony
has been constantly working on a
variety of naval projects, which have
now been released as Limited edition
prints. These projects have taken
Anthony on several occasions to the
U.S. for research and many meetings
with ex-Naval servicemen who have
helped him with some of the pro-
jects. His recent projects have in-
cluded: The USS Tennessee during
the landings at Iwo Jima; USS North
Carolina, Saipan Bound; The USS Col-
orado at Okinawa; and The USS
Indiana- First Tour of Duty.

Not only has Anthony completed
a variety of commissions as well as
the above mentioned series of paint-
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The Arctic Run, by Anthony Saunders. (Courtesy Cranston Fine Arts)

ings for Cranston Fine Arts, he also
has been producing some fine works
of British and German Naval vessels
of World War Two. Such as The Nar-
vik Squadron which depicts the
Scharnhorst and the Gneisanau
along with the Admiral Hipper, these
German ships wreaked havoc in the
waters off Norway which culminated
in the sinking of the British aircraft
carrier HMS Glorious. The other pic-
ture shown depicts HMS Ramillies
and HMS Warspite at Normandy.
These battleships were the major
part of the British Home Fleet, with
their massive guns which could
deliver gunfire with pinpoint accura-
cy to 17 miles. They proved invalu-
able on the day of the biggest sea-
borne land invasion in history.

His most recently completed pro-
ject is something special to Anthony.
With all his various meetings with
ex-servicemen who served in the var-
ious navies, he met many Merchant
Seamen, and after hearing their vari-
ous stories, he felt compelled to pro-
duce a painting as a tribute to these
un-sun heroes. The project was
begun in January 1997 and complet-
ed in November 1997. The following
month it was produced as a print.
The Arctic Run shows merchant
ships forcing their way through
adverse conditions bordering on the
limitations of human endurance. The
allied convoys faced appalling odds
of survival in the endeavor to supply
war materials to the Soviet Union
through the port of Murmansk. )

Ramillies and Warspite at Normandy, by Anthony Saunders. HMS Ramillies
and Warspite move into position off the coast of Normandy.
(Courtesy Cranston Fine Arts)

COMMAND MAGAZINE

OFFICIAL HISTORY

REPRINTS

German Gen. Staff Studies
The Campaign in 1866 in Germany
672 pages $54.95
The Franco-Prussian War 1870-1871
5 Volumes, 2795 pages, $240
The War in South Africa 1899-1900
2 Volumes, 654 pages, $99.95
British Gen. Staff Studies
History of the Sudan Campaign
1884-1885, 648 pages, $69.95
Official Account of Military Operations
in China 1900-1901, 510 pages, $59.95
British WWI Official History
Naval Operations, 5 volumes 2402
pages, $240
Seaborne Trade, 3 text volumes plus
map case, 1409 pages, $175
Military Operations, Egypt/Palestine
3 text volumes $140
Military Operations, Macedonia
2 text volumes, $99.95
Western Front official histories
available. Contact for details
British WWII Official History
The War in France and Flanders, 564
pages, 11 photos, 37 maps, $54.95
The Campaign in Norway, 368 pages, 15
maps, photos, $49.95
The Defense of the United Kingdom,
688 pages, 32 maps, photos, $54.95
Victory in the West, 2 volumes,
1352 pages, photos, maps, $99.95
The War at Sea, Volume III, Part II,
632 pages, maps, photos, $49.95
American Official History
History of U.S. Marine Operations in
World War II, 5 volumes, 3752 pages,
256 photos, 194 maps, $240
Report on the Russian Army and its
Campaigns in Turkey, 1877-1878
520 pages, $59.95
New Zealand Official History
Crete (WWID), 556 pages, $54.95
Italy, Volume I, 387 pages, $49.95
Royal New Zealand Air Force,
400 pages, $49.95

The Battery Press is America’s leading
reprinter of WWI and WWII official his-
tory, USMC material and unit histories.
Our list is available upon request.
Contact us at:

The Battery Press, Inc.

P.O. Box 198885
Nashville, TN 37219
Tele/fax 615-298-1401
Email: batterybks@aol.com
Web Page:
http://www.sonic.net/~bstone/battery

71




Over 1,500 T;
Available for Purchase or Rental by M.
: for a free catalogue, write or call: :
Dept. COM ¢ P.O, Box 969 * Ashland, Oregon 97520

1-800-729-2665

http://www.bldckstoneaudio.com

BLACKSTONE AUDIOBOOKS

Unabridged Becordings of Great Books

World War I and
# Military History
Publications

The Merriam Press publishes over 1,000
Monographs, Minigraphs, World War [l Photo Files,
and the new World War I Journal—and more are
added regularly. Most are available only direct from
the publisher. New and used books from other
publishers also available at discount prices.
Current catalog $2.00 (refundable with order).

MrrrIiAM PRESS
218 Beech Street, Suite CMD-1
Bennington VT 05201-2611

802-447-0313
MerriPress@aol.com
MasterCard - Visa — American Express

N ofe @

s 1944 Militaria
# The Most Authentic Original
& Reproduction German
WWII Uniforms, Wool caps,
Waffen# Camouflage, Luftwaffe Items,
Medals, Insignia, Equipment and Much

More!

1944 Militaria 238 G Street
Carneys Point, NJ 08069
Phone # 609-351-0838 Fax # 609-299-1702
Email- WaffenSS @jnlk.com
Website-
http://www.jaguarsystems.com/militaria
Visa & MasterCard Accepted
Please Send $1.00 For A Picture Catalog

Do you like

Command Magazine?

We have many back issues of
Command available. We also
have hundreds of other gaming
magazines, such as Strategy &
Tactics and Moves in stock.

C&M Hobbies
17790 SW Vincent St.
Aloha, OR 97007
503-642-4678

TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED!

From $98
in PRECIOUS metal

ARMY-NAVY
AIR FORCE-MARINES
DESERT STORM RINGS AVAIL.

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. Worlds largest selection of military
rings. Qver 1000 combinations. Visa or MasterCard, Money Back Guarantee!
Send $2 for full color catalog today.

T-J JEWELRY CO.

P.0. 551 Dept. CD8, Park Rapids, MN 56470

{successors to Royal Military Jewelry)

[ ] [ ]
Tradition
MODEL SOLDIERS
g World’s Largest
Range of Figures
25mm-110mm
Set of Catalogs, over
250 pages, $10
Tradition, USA

12924 Viking Dr.
Dept. A
Burnsville, MN 55337
(612) 890-1634

1t’s 2012. United Europe and the
Asia-Pacific Confederation are superpowers.

The United States is caught in the middle.
Who will survive
the first world war of the new millennium?

Action novel! Order through www.amazon.com
(read over 20 reviews—search under title: Jer
Stream). Or call 1-800-247-6553 24 hrs. Or order
direct from the author—send your check for|
$15.95 postpaid to: The Muehlberg Press, Murray)|
Hill Station, Box 807, New York, NY 10156-0807

Ironclads at War

THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT
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o 41st Inf “Jungleers” WWII  #BP-202 $45.00
o 41st Inf “Fighting Jungleers” #T-41d $65.50
@VIDEQ: 41st Infantry Div.  #C-41d $29.95
e 43rd Infantry Division History #T-43d $52.50
» 43rd Infantry Division WWII #BP-680 $48.00
@VIDEQ: 43rd Infantry WWII #C-43d $34.95
@VIDEQ: 87st Inf. Pacific WWII #C-81d $34.95
o Devil's Anvil: 81st Inf Peleliu #GP-460 $29.50
e 96th Infantry Deadeyes Div. #7-96d $48.50
e 96th Inf. Div. Official history #BP-516 $49.00

{MARINE CORPS HISTORY VIDEOS @ $29.95 EAC
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XX © Okinawa-#1 £C-124 | GUAM  #C-139
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o Theee U.S. Army OFFICIAL History BOOKS gt FUROPE Asst ?;,;}s#;ﬁ P
covering al/ participating infantry & armotle J/NTH Army...CONQUER ~ #BP-273
units in these bloody, heroic WWII campaigns. 1st Armored Division WWII  #BP-025
I. Into Germany: Last Offensive #EH-349 $39.95@VIDEQ. /st Armared Div WWII #C-1A2
\|.Guadalcanal: st Offensive  #EH-026 $39.95/e 1st INFANTRY. Div in WWII #T-01d2
IIl. OKINAWA. by Col Apgleman #EH-00X $39.95|@VIDEQ: 7st /nf Red One #C-1d2
o The War, 1939-45. 1,120pp #DC-637$26.95e 2nd Infantry Div. in WWII #BP-017
o Airlrorne Assault: Paratroops #M-807 $34.95e 2nd Infantry Div. WWII-Korea: #T-02d
o Medals of Honor 1863-1994 #FF-599 $99.95le 2nd ARMORED Division WWII #T-02A
o RANGERS. WWII & KOREA #T-RANG $52.50le 3rd ARMORED Div. 1941-93 #T-03A
° %%ﬁﬁ%’f'g’é‘%‘{ 'gl/arll ﬁCTSW gggg- 3rd ARMORED Division WWII #BP-030
e IA rorces i |- -9Ule 3rd NTRY Division WWII #BP-016
S\ Force Cambat Units W2 #EH-944 332 95 o tur ANT b el

o 91st Inf. Div. Powder River #T-91d
e 92nd Infantry Div (Colored) #BP-598
o Buffalo Soldiers 1942-45 #SF-279
@2-ideo Black Amer. Heroes #0D-AAH
® 94th Infantry Division WWII #BP-648
o 94th Inf Patton Ghost Corps #PP-463
o 95th Infantry Div 1918-46 #BP-148
o 99th Inf Battle Babies WWII #BP-893
o 394 Inf., 99 Div. Key...Bulge #GP-025
e 100th INFANTRY Div. WWII #T-100d
o 100th Inf. Century Division #BP-327
o 398th Inf Rgt, 100th Div  #BP-063
o 101st AIRBORNE 1940-94 #T-101d
o Skyriders: 327/401 Glider Inf #BP-346

24.95
35.00
45.00
55.00

+/1’istaiy U.S.A.F: Amer. Fagles #HL-656
-USA Combat Aircraft WWIl #M-637
- Wings of War. WWII color  #NI-2498 $4
7 Final Voyages, Sunk USN ships #T-FV

7 Twa-Ocean War, USN WWII® #EH-033
7 Unsung...Naval Armed Guard #NI-704
XTo Fore/%ﬂ Shores: Amphib Op #NI-209
o Unsinkable: RMS TITANIC ~ #SP-14X
o Military Atlas: 1st World War #CB-632 $2
o Historical Atlas: Vietnam War #EH-233
o Mobile Riverine Force. Vlietnam #T-MRF
o Street Without Joy. Indochina. #SP-700

o American ARSENAL WWII  #SP-548
o U.S. FIELD ARTILLERY History #T-FA_34
o Amer. Military PATCH Guide #SP-337 $2
o U.S. Army Handbook 1939-45 #M-78X
¥ Face of Mercy. War Medicine #EH-449

o Rommel's... Victory: TOBRUK #PP-560
o Jesert Rats: Brit. 7th Armour #SP-634
@VIDEO. Battle...North Africa #0D-513
o War in the MEDITERRANEAN #B-302
-Air War Europa Chronology #P-07X
-332d TUSKEGEE's Heroes #MB-545 §3
@ Video Mediterranean Air War #C-MAW
o FIRST ARMY 1943-1945 #BP-189
@VIDEQ. FIRST ARMY WWII #C-1AW
e FIFTH ARMY: |taly1943-45 #BP-222
©VIDEO. FIFTH Army in ltaly #C-ITAL
o 15th Army Group in [TALY #BP-128
e Final 79 Days...NW ITALY #BP-059
o 1st Spec Svc Force Jevi/ Bde #BP-616
o 4424 Infantry Combat Team #BP-442
o 442d Infantry Go For Broke #PP-307
o Battle for ANZIO 50th Anniv #T-ANZ
@VIDEQ D-DAY: Assault.... #K-1612
@VIDED Airbarne Normandy #C-ABN
@VIDEQ The TRUE GLORY ~  #C-104
o Night Drop: IJ-DaLy Airborne  #BP-621
o UTAH Beach to Cherbourg #BP-796
o Amer. D-Day Remembrance #EH-142
o [J-DAY Atlas. 60 color maps #FF-371
- OVERLORD: D-Day Air War #FP-514
o /nvasion! Germans on D-Day #SM-161
o A Orop Too Many. Gen. Frost #CB-915
o Arnhem: Battle Remembered #SX-345
o The BULGE: 50th Anniversary #T-BB
o NUTS! BATTLE of the BULGE #B-694.
& Engineers in Battle of Bulge #SM-632
o Last Assault 1944. Bulge  #CB-380
o BATTLE of the BULGE in Luxembourg. T

volumes Americans +Germans #SM-LU
o HURTGEN FORES

DARK & BLOODY GROUND #TX-265
@Video+hook OPER. DRAGOON #PP-0D
o First AIRBORNE Task Force #CB-625
@Video. BRIDGE at REMAGEN #0D-553
o £GODS of WAR (Waffen SS) #V-20
@ Video: Waffen SS: Hitler Flite #K-1611

SECRET
o HITLER'S WAR MACHINE #EH-619 $3

o THIRD REICH Encyclopedia #DC-939 $6!

194445, 2-val's, 1,064 pgs.

0\@VIDEQ: 70th MOUNTAIN

o TANKS of WWII, 390 in color #CB-386$44.9

WWII EUROPE & NlEIIITEIII!AIIEZI}'IJ5
37.00
§4.95

5o 30th INFANTRY Div.
Ole Breakout...Mortain 30th Inf. #PP-908
Sle 34th INFANTRY Div. WWIl
Sle 34th Infantry Div. to 1945~ #T-34d

0s 35th INFANTRY Div.

5le 36th Inf (reprint of

REST & Roer River Dams: 4

@VIDED 4-gack/4 hrs. EAGLE's NEST: Hitler's
‘enter of POWER. . #K-NEST $59.95

9.9
o Hitler's ARDENNES Offensive #SP-G27 333.8

o Green Devils: German Paras #CB-629 $44.95
o SEVENTH ARMY Official Operations Report,
BP-245 $115.00

Treasured Commemorative Unit Histories
Books with letter codes T are'magnificent limited

production extra large ‘coffee table size” vol- il

@VIDEQ: 3rd Infantry WWII

Olo 4th Infantry Div. 1910-75  #T-04d2

@VIDEQ: 4th Infantry WWII  #C-4d2

Sle 4th Armored Division WWII #T-04A

e 5th INFANTRY Div. WWII #BP-748
o 5th Armored Paths of Armor #BP-084
o 8th INFANTRY Div. in WWII #BP-210
e 8th Armored Division WWII #BP-176
e 10th ARMORED Div WWII  #T-10A

Sle Growl of... Ti%er 10th Armor #T-10GT

rmor 7igers on... #C-10A
[ #C-10M
o 10th Mtn: Soldiers on Skis ~ #PL-762
o 11th Armored Division WWII #T-11AR
o 11th Armored 7hunderbolt #BP-041
o 12th Armored: 2 volumes #T-12A-set
o 12th Armored WWII Reprint #BP-067 .
o 13th ARMORED Div. WWIl  #T-13A

o 14th Armored Div. WWII  #T-14A

o 17th Airborne: War Stories #T-17WS
o 517th Parachute Inf. Regt. #T-517
o 29th Infantry Div 1941-90° #T-29d

@Video: 10th

@ WWII: EUROPE Campaigns #0D-173 $69.69
@ WWIl: PACIFIC Campaigns #0D-253 $69.69

@ Battle Line Europe

frica #0D-123 $69.69

@ GREAT BATILES of WWII #0D-593 $69.69
@ RESTRICTED WWII FILM #0D-743 $69.69
@US Army in Action 1914-53 #0D-343 $69.69
@ FORGOTTEN WAR: KOREA#QD-763 $69.69

(e Hidden Horrors. Japan crimes #WP-717

o 29th Infantry Division WWII #BP-184

Ole 115th Inf Rqt, 29th Inf Div. #BP-113
0@VIDED: 29th Infantry WWII #C-29d

o 30th Inf. Div. commemorative #T-30d
@VIDEO: J0th Infantry WWI #C-30d
WII  #BP-362

#BP-249

@VIDEQ: 34th Infantry WWIl #C-34d
\ Wil #BP-121
o 35th Inf. Div. commemorative #T-35d
VIDEQ: I5th Infantry WWIl  #C-35d
Wl vol.) #T-36dR
@VIDEQ: 36th Infantry WWIl ~ #C-36d

#T-42d

Ol 42nd Infantry Div.
5le 45th Inf. Div. Rock of Anzio #WP-997

@VIDEQ: 45th Inf. 1943-44  #C-45d

Ole G5th Infantry Div. 1843-45 #T-65d
5l §6th Infantry Division WWII #BP-012
5o §9th Infantry Division WWII #7-69d

o 76th Inf.“Onaway” Division ~ #T-76d
o 78th Inf. l/[q/ztn/ng Div. WWII #T-78d
o 79 Inf. @Alsace... Winter Storm #T-563
o 82d Airborne 75th Anniversar T-82AB
@VIDEQ: 82nd Airborne WWII #C-82d

0le 508th Parachute Inf. WWII #BP-028
5le 83rd Infantry Thunderbolt #BP-780
5\@VIDEQ: 83rd Infantry Div.

#C-83d

o 84th INFANTRY Div WWII  #BP-699

Sle 84th Inf “Railsplitzer’ WWII #T-84d

@Video: 84th Inf. Tried by Fire #ODi59323

o 85th Infantry Division
o 86th Inf Blackhawk WWIl #T-86d

Sle 88th Inf Blue Devils WWIl #BP-075

e 88th Infantry Division WWII ~ #T-88d
e 350th Inf Rgt, 88th Inf. Div. #BP-524
o 88th Inf. Draftee Division #KY-817
o 89th Infantry Div 1942-45 #BP-311

2= C 1 Besy,

umes filled with painstakingly researched & docu- |

mented history. Includes unit & hattle histories,
gripping first person accounts, maps & superior pho-
tographs. “BP" coded hooks are quality reprints of
original WWII & Korea unit histories. All videos.

ole 103rd Inf. wiroster +KIAs

0\)-Chennault's 14th Air Force
Ole MERRILL's MARAUDERS

0|-- 5th Air Force. Photo Hist.
7-VIDEO GIFT BOX SETS: 7 VIDEQOS each

0|©VIDEQ: 6th Infantry Wl

0le 701st Airborne...Normandy #MB-873

o 101st AB Holland to Hitler.. #MB-156

0le 501 Airborne 4 Stars of Hell #BP-591
ole 102nd Infantry Div WWII

#BP-451
o 103rd Inf. After Action Rpt #BP-109
As #T-103d
o 409th inf Rgt, 103rd Div.  #BP-931
o 106th Inf. Div at St. VITH #BP-923

0|®VIDEOD: Battle of St VITH #0D-Vith

WWII in the PACIFIC & C.B

Sle War Against Japan. photos #PP-959

o 1,000 MILE WAR: Aleutians
xXRemember PEARL HARBOR
e BURMA: The Untold .S‘z‘mg/

o CHINA-BURMA-INDIA. CB

#UA-82X
#EH-712
#PP-662
I #T-CBI

#T-MM

o The STILWELL PAPERS ~ #DC-28X

01)-Air War Pacific Chronology #P-266

SVideo.n-FAR EAST Air War zgﬁ%
+-B-29 Bomber units WWII-Korea #T-B29
@Video.>Mission to RABAUL #NF-707
- The SIEGE of RABAUL
XBATTLE of LEYTE GULF  #EH-497
o OKINAWA: Last Battle WWII #EH-716

o Okinawa: Victory in Pacific #BP-314 34

o ...Okinawa: J%Janese Army #BC-413
o KILLING GROUND: Okinawa #GP-ZS%

o PAPUAN BUNA. 32d Inf. Div.#BP-138 $2

-110

o BATTLE for MANILA £ #PP-578
@Video Manila & Corregidor #0D-563

@Video New Guinea+Midway #0D-573
Incredible Victory: MIDWAY #BB-599
o Forged by Fire, BUNA-BIAK #EH-213
o Touched with Fire; Land War South

Buna, N Guinea, Guadalcanal. #BC-588

; o PACIFIC WAR Encyclopedia #FF-397 §

o Pacific War Atlas. color maps #FF-866
o SIXTH Army ... 7o Njppon =~ #BP-125
o EIGHTH Army...Jungle Road  #BP-326

5|/@VIDEQ: st Cavalry WWII  #C-1C2

o 6th INFANTRY Division WWII #T-06d
o 6th INFANTRY Division WWIl#gg-ggg
o 7th INFANTRY Div 1940-90 #T-07d
e 7th Infantry Divin WWII #BP-180
@VIDEQ: 7th /ﬂfaﬂlg’ wwil #C-7d2
o 7th CAVALRY 1866-1945 #T-7C2
o Angles, 11th Airborne Div  #BP-172
o Angles: History of 11th Airborne #V-08

0le 511th Para Infantry Rgt WWII #T-511

o Rakkasans 187th Para 50 Yrs #1-187
o 24th INFANTRY Div 1940-93 #T-24d

5le 24th INFANTRY DIV. WWII  #BP-229
0|@VIDEQ: 24th Infantry WWIl #C-24d

o 25th Infantry Div: 5 v\)lears #T-25d
e 25th Infantry Div WWII ~ #BP-136
e 27th Infantry in the Pacific #BP-27d
@VIDEQ: 27th Infantry Div. #C-27d
e 31st Infantry Div. 1940-45 #BP-903

e 32nd Inf. Div (leather edition) #T-32d

0le_32nd Infantry at Villa Verde #BP-490

@VIDEQ: 32nd Infantry WWII #C-32d
o 33rd INFANTRY DIVISION #T-33d
e 37th Infantry Div WWII-Korea #T-37d
o 40th INFANTRY Div. WWII  #BP-225

#T-14AF $5

#SX-PH30391

o 31st Inf Dixie Div. WWIl-Korea #T-31d $5

21.95
21.95

54.00

§24.95
9.95

24.
$24.95

o MacArthur's NEW GUINEA #CB-519 $27.95
e MacArthur's JUNGLE WAR #UK-702 $39.00

$24.95
18.95
31.00
Pacific,
24.9

0 RECAPTURE of GUA - .
©OFFICIAL 5-volume History of USMC Oper-
ations in WWII. 3,752pgs. #BP-MC5 $260.00

5| Marshalls...Increasing Tempa #BP-644

95 % Battle for

55 25th INFANTRY Div.-Korea #BP-221

0% New Breed: USMC Korea #BP-350
i Chosin Few; North Korea 1950 #T-CF

Sis Dark Moon: USA Special Ops #NI-246
i Korea Knights: 4th Rangers #SH-820 $3

Ol Escaping the Trgp: 1950 #TX-959

01,)-452nd BOMB WING: Korea #T-452B

0|©VIDED KOREA 1950. 2 films #C-203

Send $3.00 for CIB MEDIA's famous cata-
log. WWII, KOREA and VIETNAM WARS.
HUNDREDS of Army, Airforce, Navy and|
USMC titles. FREE with any purchase!

@ Oliinawa-#2 #C-125|@ Guadalcanal #C-143
TINIAN  #C-140

@ WO JIMA #C-128|&

PALAU
Special VALOR: WWII USMC #EH-519

®
0le Marine Corps Book of Lists #CB-896 $1

o 1st MARINE Div WWII-Kuwait #T-01M
o 2nd MARINE Div, 1940-49  #T-02M

e 2nd MARINE Division WWII .

e 3rd MARINE Div, 1940-80  #T-03M

e 3rd MARINE Division WWII

o 4th MARINE Division WWII

o 5th MARINE Div, 1940-75

o 6th MARINE Division WWII 06M

o GUADALCANAL Campaign 18

o IWO JIMA: Amphibious Epic #BP-108
o Bloody Battle for SURIBACHI #NI-239
o Bougainville / No. Solomons #BP-377
o Central SOLOMONS BP-143
o ASSAULT on PELELIU  #BP-458

o Campaign on VEW BRITIAN #BP-172
e Saipan: Beginning of the End #BP-109
o Utmost Savagery...Tarawa #NI-312
o TARAWA: 76 Howrs in HELL #P-002
o A Magnificent Fight: ... WAKE #NI-408

* PUSAN: F'/‘;g/)ﬁng on the Brink #T-FB
orea. 300 photos #CB-306
% 1st CAVALRY Div. Korea #T:01CK
% 2nd Infantry Div. 1950-51 #BP-717
% 2nd Infantry Div. 7957-52 #BP-733
 2nd Infantry Div. 7953  #BP-776
% 3rd INFANTRY Div.-Korea #T-03K
 7th CAVALRY in KOREA  #T-07K
* Skirmish: Tth Cav 1945:53 #T-881

% 187th Para RCT Rakkasan #BP-087
% Korean War Vets Memorial #T-KVM

% CHOSIN: Heroic Ordeal-Korea #V-11

50\ Chosin Reservoir Campaign #BP-982 $3

* KOREAN WAR ALMANAC #FF-634

% BLACK Platoon in Combat #TX-526
K America’s Tenth Corps 1950 #V-04

k Ridgeway Duels for Korea #TX-327
% Disaster in Korea: Chinese... #TX-444
> KOREAN AIR WAR lllustrated #M-625
-AIR WAR KOREA 1950-1953 #M-551

-F-86 Sabre Jet & Pilots—Korea #T-F86
s Medals of Honor 1950-53 #SM-079
% Pork Chop Hill. SLA Marshall #BP-907
% RIVER and the GAUNTLET #BP-974

% From the Hudson to...YALU #TX-544

* US Army Uniforms: Korea #SP-190

@VIDEQ This is KOREA. color #NF-617

@VIDEQ BLOODY KOREA  #DH-BK

REGRI© SAIPAN  #0-129 | Amphib, War#C-118
#C-130 |SUSMC Korea #DH-027

% KOREAN WAR HISTORIES * * |
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EARLY WESTERN TRAVELS VOL. 1
Early Western Journals (1748-
1765), edited by Reuben Gold
Thwaites, 328 pages, $39.95

Volume I of our Early Western
Travel series presents the best and
rarest contemporary accounts of this
most interesting period of Eastern
Frontier history. These four Journals
admirably epitomize the history of
Pennsylvania colonial relations with
the French and Indians upon their
Western borders during the impor-
tant epoch of the last French War,
and its sequel, Pontiac’s Conspiracy.
Of the authors, two (Weiser and
Croghan) were government Indian
agents; one (Post) was a Moravian
missionary; and the other (Morris)
was a British army officer. Their
experiences which they recount are
as varied as were their avocations.
These most important early journals
recorded travel into Indian country
during the formative period of early
Western settlement and were edited
by noted historian and writer Reuben
Gold Thwaites. Originally published
in 1904, this outstanding work offers
the first insight into official travel
westward over the Alleghenies into
the Ohio Indian country.

Conrad Weiser’s journal records
the first official journey into the
Indian country west of the Alle-
ghenies, undertaken at the insistence
of the English colonies in August and
September of 1748. Weiser’s purpose
was to carry to the tribesmen on the
Ohio a present from the Pennsylvania
and Virginia authorities. The results
were favorable to an English alliance,
but they were partially neutralized by
the French expedition headed by
Celoron the following year. This
Indian agent prominent in the man-
agement of Indian affairs during the
later French wars records informa-
tion of historic proportion.
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The journals of George Croghan
from 1750-1765 are an epitome of
the Indian history of the time. For 15
years he was involved in every impor-
tant Indian negotiation on the fron-
tier and his marked success in termi-
nating Pontiac’s War is told in his
journals replete with unexpected
incidents. The first parts of the jour-
nals deal with the period of English
progress in 1750 as Croghan was on
the Ohio enroute to the Shawnee
towns and Pickawillany and the next
season as he outwitted Joncaire on
the Allegheny. The four succeeding
documents are concerned with the
period of hostility to the English in
1754 when he was on the Ohio after
Washington had passed, the letter
from his home at Aughwick in 1755
that tells of affairs after Braddock’s
defeat; in 1756 we learn particulars
of current Indian affairs; and 1757 is
given a resume of past events. The
last two journals are the longest and
most important - that of 1760-61 is
concerned, topographically and oth-
erwise with his trip to Detroit via
Lake Erie in the company of Rogers
Rangers, and their return by land to
Pittsburgh. That of 1765 with a tour
down the Ohio towards the Illinois
country where the writer is captured
and carried to Ouiatanon.

The journals of Christian Fred-
erick Post cover the months of July
to September, 1758, and October
1758 to January 1759. He was first
sent out, by the northern trail, as an
official messenger to the hostile
Indians, from whom he succeeded in
securing a kind of neutrality. This
was a venturesome expedition into
the neighborhood of Fort DuQuesne,
whose French commander had put a
price upon his head. The second
journal was undertaken to carry
news of the Treaty of Easton (Oct-
ober 1738) and pave the way for
General Forbes’ advance. Post, up-
held by a sense of duty and trust in
God, kept a day-to-day diary of his
journey.

Captain Thomas Morris accompa-
nied Bradstreet (1764) on his expedi-

tion to Detroit. Being dispatched
from Cedar Point on a mission to the
French in the Illinois country, Morris
was arrested and tortured at the
Ottawa village at Maumee Rapids. He
saw Pontiac, went to Fort Miami, nar-
rowly escaped being burned at the
stake, and finally made his escape
through the woods to Detroit. The
journals of his experiences upon the
Maumee present one of the most
thrilling episodes in our early west-
ern history.

The most important part of this
book, however, is the notes and criti-
cal analysis of the journals by the
editor Reuben Gold Thwaites. As edi-
tor of the Jesuit Relations and Allied
Documents, Chronicles of Border
Warfare, and the Original Journals of
the Lewis and Clark Expeditions, no
one is more qualified to further
explain these rare accounts of the
most interesting period of early
“Western Travels.”

THE BLACK SHEEP
The Definitive Account of Marine
Fighting Squadron 214 in World
War I, by Bruce Gamble, 496
pages, 43 photos, 5 maps, hardcov-
er, Presidio Press, $28.95

Largely as a result of “Baa Baa
Black Sheep” the popular NBC televi-
sion series of the 70’s, Marine
Fighting Squadron (VMF) 214 and the
squadron’s pugnacious skipper Greg
“Pappy” Boyington became truly leg-
endary. Behind every legend, howev-
er, is the true story; the story of the
people, places and events that made
the legend: The Black Sheep tells this
story.

Although Boyington was an inspi-
rational combat commander and a
truly gifted fighter pilot, his memoir
— the basis of the television series —
is more “sea story” than accurate his-
tory. There is much more to the saga
of VMF-214 than the fighter sweeps
over the Japanese fortress island of
Rabaul depicted on television.
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Earlier in the war, VMF-214 (then
known as the Swashbucklers) spent
nine weeks flying off Guadalcanal
and then island-hopped up the
Solomons. Following their second
combat tour, the Swashbucklers
moved on to other assignments,
mostly back to the states to train
new pilots and to form new combat
squadrons.

Boyington started up the squad-
ron virtually from scratch for its
third combat tour, filling it with a
brand new set of pilots drawn almost
entirely from the replacement pool.
“Black Sheep” made an appropriate
sobriquet for this recently homeless
group of fighter pilots. The results
for the squadron during two combat
tours from September 1943 to Jan-
uary 1944 are legendary: 94 enemy
planes destroyed and 30 more proba-
bly destroyed. Nearly all of their
combat flights took them on long-
distance over-water missions into
Japanese territory. Ironically, on
January 3, 1944, the same day he tied
the record of theretofore top-scoring
Marine ace Joe Foss with his 26th vic-
tory, the Black Sheep’s flamboyant
leader, Maj. Greg Boyington, was shot
down and captured, three days short
of the conclusion of his fourth com-
bat tour.

This marked the end of the glory
days of VMF 214 with the unit’s
members being scattered to other
assignments. A little over a year
later, a new Black Sheep squadron
returned to combat on Sunday,
March 18, flying against the Japanese
home islands from the aircraft carri-
er USS Franklin. The next morning,
little more than an hour after launch-
ing half of the Black Sheep for a
strike against Kyushu, tragedy struck
in the form of a Japanese dive bomb-
er. A pair of 250 kg bombs crashed
into the Franklin creating an inferno
unparalleled in the Pacific carrier
war. The squadron lost 32 men in the
ensuing holocaust and with their
ship gutted, the new Black Sheep
were out of the war as an organized
unit on their second day in combat.

IRONCLADS AT WAR
The Origin and Development of the
Armored Warship, 1854-1891, by
Jack Greene and Alessandro
- Massignani, 423 pages, 22 maps,
illos, Combined Books, $34.95

The celebrated ironclads of the
American Vivil War did not develop
in a vacuum. American observers had
seen armored floating batteries dur-
ing the Crimean War and perhaps
Italian and other designs. Armor also

WORLD WAR II/MODERN
WARGAMING/COLLECTORS’
SCALE MODELS

Exact scale 1:1200 (17=100") & 172400 (1°=200")
miniature precision metal castings of practically all
WWII/ Modern ships. Improved versions of models used
for recognition training by the USN in WWIL 1:285
metal miniatures of virtually all tanks, artillery pieces,
etc. of same eras. Aircraft too. All finely detailed and
historically accurate. Realistic wargaming rule systems,
data books also. Fast, efficient delivery/COD, Charge.

SEND $3.00 FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG TO:
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Bebster Enterprises
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Tin Soldier (15mm Historical/Fantasy), GHQ,
InService Miniatures (Micro Armor/Aircraft),
Citadel/Games Workshop, FASA, GEO-HEX,
AOG (Babylon 5 Wars Rules & Ships), ICE,
Roundway & Naismith (15mm Historical),
Stone Mountain, Minifig, Heroics & Ros,
NavWar, WRG plus many more!!!

For a catalog, send $4.00 and write to:
WEBSTER ENTERPRISES
Dept. CMD, P.O. Box 4171
Lancaster, California USA 93539-4171
(or email us at AWebster00@aol.com)

NAVAL, MILITARY,
AVIATION, & WORLD

HISTORY BOOKS

Out of Print » Used * Rare
Large catalogues issued several
times a year. Subscription $5.00
for the next three issues, deduct-
ible from first purchase. We res-
pond to want lists, and also buy
in our field.

Fabers’ Books

Box 24
Millwood, NY 10546
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Specialists in Ancient Wargaming

We carry an extensive line of armies for wargam-
ing the Wars of Republican Rome and the
Successor Kingdoms using Armati, DBA & DBM.

Both painted and unpainted armies available in a
variety of manufacturers. Rules and reference
books available for most systems.

Please call (573) 776-1990 or E-Mail to
KHANITAR@LLD.NET or write to:
Rt #1 Box 282
Williamsville, MO 63967-9605
for a complete illustrated catalog and

price list.
Mastercard & Visa Welcomed

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
MILITARY INSIGNIA COLLECTORS

has the answers to your
questions about military
insignia. Over 3,000 U.S.
and foreign members.
Publishes THE
TRADING POST and
NEWSLETTER and
insignia identification
catalogs. For application
and membership
information, contact:

ASMIC Membership Secretary
Dept. C
526 Lafayette Avenue
Palmerton, PA 18071-1621

CLIO’S HISTORY
BOOKSHOP

Specializing in scholarly & rare books on military &
political history from ancient times on.

Please send $3.00 (35.00 foreign) for our
current 100+ page catalogue.

Dept. D
P.O. Box 168
Leesburg, VA

20178
(703) 777-1815

MON-SAT 11-6
CLOSED TUES.
Sun 12-5

Your one
source for
plastic

figures

Airfix, Tim Mee, Britains, Marx, Atlantic, Lido,
Timpo, Call to Arms, Reister, & MPC, and more.
Plus reissues and the new Alamo figures from BMC.

Get our 20p. list for three months
(6 lists) for only $2.00.
Send to:

STAD'’S

905 Harrison St., Dept CDS
Allentown, PA 18103
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came about as a response to the new
exploding shells, increased engine
capacity, and other innovations of
the period.

In Ironclads at War two interna-
tionally respected authors with
extensive backgrounds in naval histo-
ry place an extensive treatment of
Civil War ironclads in the broader
context of world naval developments.
Many readers will learn for the first
time of the influence on both Union
and Confederate observers of the
Crimean War and other European
naval conflicts. Ironclads at War is
heavily illustrated with rare pictures
from Europe and Latin America.
Specially commissioned maps acd
clarity to the most significant battles
involving ironclads. The main text
and a series of specialized sidebars
all contain new information based on
original research in European naval
archives.

NEPTUNUS REX
Naval Stories of the Normandy
Invasion, June 6, 1944, edited by
Edward F. Prados, 320 pages, 115
photos, 19 drawings, 6 maps,
Presidio Press, $24.95

Although innumerable books have
been written of D day, the June 6,
1944 allied invasion at Normandy,
virtually all of them have focused on
the land battle and the soldiers who
fought it, both on the beaches -
Omaha, Utah, Gold, Juno and Sword -
and on the inland drop zones at-
tacked by paratroopers of the three-
division allied airborne force. In the
minds of most readers, even those
highly familiar with World War II, the
invasion of occupied France starts at
the waterline of the Normandy
beaches.

In truth, however, the invasion of
Hitler’s Festung Furopa started in the
ports of embarkation of England and
in the gray waters of the English
Channel as the largest armada that
had ever been assembled gathered to
carry the invasion force into battle
and to provide vital support leading
up to and following the landing. Five
thousand ships, landing craft, and
other vessels manned by tens of
thousands of sailors and coast-
guardsmen participated in Operation
Neptune, the naval portion of Oper-
ation Overlord, vet the story of their
valiant service has been largely over-
looked until now, withe the publica-
tion of Neptunus Rex.

From over fifty eye-withess ac-
counts editor Edward F. Prados has
woven an exciting and immediate
story. From mighty battleships to
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Prints, Paintings,
Itustrations,
Descriptions,
Wargames &
Paper Soldiers
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of the Second Sem-
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For catalogue send $2. 00 to:
Albert Louis Stickles IT/Artist
270 Columbus Way, Marco Island, FL 34145-5171
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VIETNAM BLUES
A Quality Recording on CD or Cassette

FOR YOUR MILITARY
COLLECTION

America's most highly decorated Vietnam recording;
5 honorable mentions in the Billboard Magazine
Song Contest.

Endorsed by Lee Oskar Harmonica Co.
Vietnam jungle, M-60 machinegun, howler monkey,
and Huey helicopter sounds make this full band blues

recording a classic.
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LONDON PRIDE
The Military Den

Send only $5 for a catalogue of Military
Books. We stock all Osprey titles.

A huge assortment of Military Books from
ancients to WWII and beyond may be
found in our shop.

Catalogue price refunded with first order.
New and used titles at reasonable prices.

LONDON PRIDE
14 E. Fort Lee Rd
Bogota, NJ 07603

Phone: (201) 525-1828  Fax: (201) 525-0815
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tiny landing craft, and even inland
with the heretofore little known
Naval Beach Battalions, the words of
the sailors themselves carry the read-
er back in time as they relive one of
history’s greatest crusades.

BATILE ON THE BAY
The Civil War Struggle for
Galveston, by Edward T. Cotham,
Jr., 252 pages, 13 photos, 3 maps,
University of Texas Press, $37.50
(hardcover), $16.95 (softcover)

The Civil War history of Galveston
is one of the last untold stories from
America’s bloodiest war, despite the
fact that Galveston was a focal point
of hostilities throughout the conflict.
As other Southern ports fell to the
Union, Galveston emerged as one of
the Confederacy’s only lifelines to
the outside world. When the war
ended in 1865, Galveston was the
only major port still in Confederate
hands.

In this beautifully written narra-
tive history, Ed Cotham draws upon
years of archival and on-site re-
search, as well as rare historical pho-
tographs, drawings, and maps, to
chronicle the Civil War years in Gal-
veston. His story encompasses all the
military engagements that took place
in the city and on Galveston Bay,
including the dramatic Battle of Gal-
veston, in which confederate forces
retook the city on New Year’s Day,
1863.

Cotham sets the events in Galves-
ton within the overall conduct of the
war, revealing how the city’s loss was
a great strategic impediment to the
North. Through his pages pass major
figures of the era, as well as ordinary
soldiers, sailors, and citizens of Gal-
veston, whose courage in the face of
privation and danger adds an inspir-
ing dimension to the story.

PATTON'S GHOST CORPS
Crackng the Siegfried Line, by
Nathan N. Prefer, 288 pages, 26

photos, 7 maps, Presidio Press,
$24.95

In December 1944, General George
Patton turned his Third Army north
to attack the massive Nazi advance
through the Ardennes in what has
come to be known as the Battle of
the Bulge. Left behind was a single
corps, Walton Walker’s XX Corps, the
“Ghost Corps,” which was immedi-
ately faced with the daunting task of
defending what had been the entire
Third Army frontline. And, as if that

We can supply
all of your
wargaming

needs, from pre-
painted armies to painting the
figures you don’t have time for.
We also carry books, rules,
figures and accessories.
For catalog; send $2.00
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5/6mm Historical Miniatures
Speializing in painted Heroics and Ros armies: All periods.
Adler 6mm figure painting service bmm Irregular scenics
Hallmark 1/6000 WWI & WWII Naval
1/1200 Hallmark WWII Aircraft 1/2400 Hallmark Fighting Sail

Robin L. Miller Miniatures
3670 N. US 23 Black River, MI 48721
(517) 724-5697 e-mail: itybtyrob@alaccess.net

 MILITARY MAPS )

Army Topographics, quads, surplus, C.LA.
Bosnia, Vietnam, Moon, Ohio, ANYPLACE!
50,000 maps, 7700 Air photos
Catalog $3.00 (refundable)

MONARCH MAP DEPT.
\_ Box 42003-203A, Phoenix, AZ 85023

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK

At A Price You Can Afford
Editing, typesetting, cover design, printing.
We publicize and help promote your book.
Fiction, non-fiction, religious, juvenile, poetry.
Malil: Manuscript for Critique and Free'Price List.

Professional Press, Box 3581, Chapel Hill, NG 27515

HISTORICAL MINIATURES

Wargames Foundry - Guernsey Foundry
- FINELY DETAILED 25mm FIGURES -
for WARGAMING and DISPLAY

Choose from more than 10,000 25mm white metal figurines
including - Ancients, Medieval, ECW, SYW, Napoleonic,
Colonial, Wild West, ACW, WWTI and much more!
20mm WWIl'& Arab-Isreali War also available.

Orders shipped complete and direct from factory
to you in 1 week!

Send $5.00 for comprehensive catalog and sample figure

PENDRAGON MINTATURES
1549 Marview Dr, Westlake, OH 44145
216-871-4587 FAX#216-892-5887

ULTIMATE MINJATURES

We offer a large selection of
historical miniature soldiers in
30mm, 25mm, 20mm and N-
gauge scales, all periods from
ancients through WWIIL. Over
1,600 figures, fast service.
Catalog $4.00. Send to:

P.O. Box 756 CM
Corcoran CA 93212-0756
(209) 992-8774

AUTHORS WANTED

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of
all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juvenile
and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed. Send
for free 32-page illustrated booklet R-15

Vantage Press, 516 W 34th St., New York, NY 10001
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hadn’t been enough, the Ghost Corps
was next called on to attack and dis-
lodge the Germans from their strong-
ly prepared positions along the
Siegfried Line, ultimately opening the
door into Germany for the Allied
forces.

Through detailed research in pri-
mary sources, author Prefer takes the
reader down to squad level and often
down to the individuals who distin-
guished themselves with heroic acts.
Their bravery and skill led to Ameri-
can victory against defending Ger-
man forces who often outnumbered
and outgunned the GIs of XX Corps.

BATILE OF THE JAVA SEA
138 min., $29.95
DEATH BECOMES THE GHOST
100 min., $29.95
Grade-A Productions,
both titles $49.95 (incl. S&H)

For documentary video buffs the
companion new videos Death Be-
comes the Ghost (a two volume set)
and the Battle in the Java Sea rate
every bit of the attention film-goers
paid James Cameron’s mega-block-
buster Titanic. These are not your
everyday war-themed videos which
often promise more than they deliv-
er. All three of these productions
masterfully express the compelling
saga of the Pacific War’s first major
ship-to-ship sea battle - The Battle of
the Java Sea - including the dramatic
tale of the fabled heavy cruiser USS
Houston, flagship of the Asiatic Fleet
sunk with a heavy loss of life shortly
after the Java Sea engagement.

Part One of Death Becomes the
Ghost focuses on this veteran Ameri-
can warship’s operations with the
ABDA Allied Fleet in the Asian the-
ater; Part Two painfully recounts the
tortuous wartime imprisonment of
the Houston’s handful of survivors by
the Japanese. Seeing them tell of the
four years of butchery, starvation
and disease suffered at the hands of
their captors is itself a gripping tale
of survival.

All three videos pack tremendous
emotional punch, for the entire story
of the botched defense of Java (Indo-
nesia) by the poorly organized 1942
makeshift Allied Fleet is told in
thrilling, fast paced interviews with
the men who were actually there -
the Brits, Dutch, Aussies, Yank and
Japanese survivors. No punches are
pulled as these sailors speak of the
mistakes and conflict that raged
within the ABDA Fleet itself. o

MILITARY HISTORY

ON VIDEOCASSETTE

Over 600 original newsreels, documentaries and feature
films showing both sides of WW2 and Vietnam; including
Nazi and Soviet propaganda; Aviation History, Classic
American, British, German and Russian feature

fiims. All titles on VHS and all World TV standards.
Fax 1-773-927-9211 or write for free catalog.

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, . Dept CM
BOX 29035, CHICAGO, IL. 60629 I.ISA
WWW.IHFfilm.com_

WW2 GERMAN
MILITARIA

Uniforms, hats, insignia, books,
posters, T-shirts; Camouflage
smocks, hats and helmet covers.
Send $3 for the most complete
WW2 German Militaria Catalog.
(Books: www.dreamscape.com/krupper)

KRUPPER, Box 11177-KO Syracuse, NY 13218 U.S.A.

ARMIES IN MINIATURE

Almond, Andrea, Beneito, Fruilmodellismo,
New Hope, Pegaso, Poste Militarie, Soldiers,
Le Camier, Metal Modeles and More!
Send $3.00 for catalog to: -
ARMIES IN MINIATURE @

1745 Tradewinds Lane, Newport Beach, CA 92660
949-646-4471
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FREE EXPERT RIBBON MOUNTING
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NAZI M-42 STYLE STEEL HELMETS FABRIC BAGDAD/BASRA MAPS USED IN THE GULF WAR N
Made for the Spanish Army on German machinery, these are the Nazi M-42 Style Helmets with sharp  JUSt releésed from British Military Stores, these are original i i ebSlte
edges of the mid war years. Classic Nazi Stahlhelm shape, complete with liner and chin strap, olive green ~ fabric (silk/rayon blend) 27”x24” maps produced by the WWW, ima-usa com
paint finish. Just released from military stores, very good condition for WWII production. No decals. British War office with dates to 1953, Marked “RESTRICT- ° °
T $29.95 (GS4200) ED” Doubled sided showing great detail of military interest
s gzg'oo (GS4203) with sealed salvage to minimize fraying. Used by both COM-
3500'88 éggjgég MANDOS and AIR CREWS for survival purposes fabric
. maps could survive the most arduous conditions. This actual
REPLICA NAZI WWII DECAL map was issued to the British S.A.S. in the Gulf War and is
SETS AVAILABLE f§atured a.pd ILLUSTRATED bearing General Schwarzkopf’s
New made, detached for you to put on, the Decal Sets signature in the book ‘BRAVO TWO ZERO .by Sgt. Andy
can complete our “Stahlhelm” helmets to WWII Nazi McNab S.A.S., detailing S.A.S. raids into Iraq.
standards. Decals available: Absolutely ORIGINAL unissued condition fabric
(A) Wehrmacht (Army) Silver eagle . . . (WG1720) Bagdad/Basra Escape map . . $29.95 (BM2001)
(B) Kriegsmarine (Navy) Gold eagle. . . (WG1723) Or order this map Together with a copy of the

(C) Schutzstatfel (Waffen SS)........ (WG1721) book “Bravo Two Zero” for only
(D) Luftwaffe (Air Force) . . ... . (WG1728) #34.95 (BM2002)

(E) Africa Korps . . P (WG1722) E

Setof5...... ... $15.00 (WG1700)

Replica Nazi Decals. . . . $3.00 Set (specify type)

PRUSSIAN ‘CUIRASSIER’

HELMET
To Order Call: UNITED STATES Fabulous reproduction Pickel-
(908) 903-1200 FRAGMENTATION GRENADE haube of the age of Kaiser
As used in WWIL Wilhelm II. Used by Prussian
or Fax: Inert................ $5.95 (MU1013) ¥ cavalry this Cuirassier helmet

was also used in WWI as a substitute for the- enlisted man’s
Cuirassier helmet. Our reproduction has been faithfully reproduced
in steel complete with cockades, fasteners, leather chinstrap, deep
sloping lobster tail, spike, and Prussian eagle emblem measuring
@57x6”. Perfect for dressing up your den or family room with a con-
VETSAtION PIECE .evvvveiiierririerreeieeereeeneiessseseeeseessessesans (WH1028) $250.

(908) 903-0106

Visit our
Website af:

www.ima-usa.com

Catalog
Available
$3.00

FRENCH HEAVY CAVALRY HELMETS
These are the Napoleonic 2nd Empire Pattern 1858 Cuirassier Cavalry helmets
modeled after the Heavy Cavalry helmets used by the French at Waterloo. The
Second Empire collapsed with the defeat of Napoleon the Third at the Battle of
\\ Sedan in 1870 by the Prussians. However these spectacular helmets were in
N regular use up until WWI and since for Ceremonial and State Occasions.
i Constructed with heavy steel helmet bowl and magnificent fully
embossed brass crest atop with red horsehair brush complete with black
horse tail trail from rear. The bowl fitted with a “turban” wrap of pony
skin (the original 19th century issue helmets used seal-skin turbans), Red
feather hackle plume, fully leather-backed brass chin scales and full
leather internal helmet liner. Size Approx. 7 1/2. Excellent condition.

FRENCH IMPERIAL GUARD BRIQUET SWORD
Single -bar. brass guard with chequered wood grip. Curved 277
partially engraved blade. Complete with brass mounted leather
scabbard: i $125.00 (WRD30)

S Fabulous display piece ......c.ccoceeriverenecoicnevieneerieronens $525.00 (WH1025)
DISPLAY GUNS AVAILABLE:
Made from original guns, but with reproduction receivers or modified original receivers which comply
with BATF directives on non firing guns exempt of any federal or state transfers or paperwork. ANYONE
CAN OWN THESE!
U.S. Thompson MIATSMG . .......... ... . i $350 +$10 S/H (MU1600)
3.5” Bazooka Rocket Launcher with Original Chest . ................. $195 +$20 S/H (MU1036)
3.5” Canadian Bazooka with Original Chest .. ...................... $250  +$15 S/H (MC1000)
Browning 1919A4 Machine Gun................. ..., $545  +$15 S/H (MU1919)
: Browning 1919A4 Machine Gun with Tripod, T+E, Pntl............... $885 +$20 S/H (MU1920)
ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: U.S. Thompson 1928 SMG . . ..... .. .. PO TR I $595 +$10 S/H (XU1613)
1. No C.0.D’s German MG34 ..o v $495 +$20 S/H (XG0342)
2. Certified check or money order. Personal checks German MG13 (Made with Original Receiver) ...................... $495 +$15 S/H (GG1312)
geﬁf:;;é;argﬁgg it ot cands $20.00 German MP44 AssaultRifle ....... ... ... ... ... ... .. i .. $495 +$10 S/H (GG4420)
3. 3 Tredit cards .UU. 1
4 NEW SHIPPING RATES: For the 48 contiguous Russian DP IMG o $395 +$20 S/H (XP1006)
states please include $6.50 for the first item, $1.00 Belgian Vigneron SMG .. ... .. .. .. . . $195. +$10 S/H (MB2012)
cach additional “item. For Alaska, Hawaii and British Lanchester SMG ... ... ... $275 +$10 S/H (BL5005)
Canada please double stated rates, British Bren LMG with Original Transit Chest . ..................... $475 +$50 S/H (BB4001)
5. Any item may be returned within five days for a British Sten MK2 SMG . .. ... $150 +$6.50 S/H (QB1006)
full refund:if inthe same condition as shipped. British Sten MKS SMG . .. ... $200 +$6.50 S/H (QB1007)
Buyer pays: shipping both ways. A copy of the British Vickers - Fluted Water Cooled with Trip. .. ... ...oovvuunnon .. $945  +$50 S/H (QV1003)
invoice miist be enclosed with any item returned. British Vickers - Smooth Water Cooled with Trip .. .................. $745 +$50 S/H (QV1004)
6. NI residents Must include 63 sales tax or copy of Imperial Russian Maxim with Sokolov Wheel Mount . . . . ... ......... $750  +$60 S/H (RM1002)
[76521?;:131-4 Wet.:ks for deliver: *Fluted Water Jacket Model
. TEL: 908-903}:1 200 Imperial Russian Maxim with Sokolov Wheel Mount . ................ $850 - +$50 S/H (RM1011)
*Smooth Water Jacket Model
I_NJERNATIONAL MILITARY ANTIQUES, INC. Imperial Russian Maxim Guns ARe Available Separately Without Mount
PO. Box 254, Dept. CMD Fluted Model . . . . $500 + $25 S/H (RM1006) or Smooth Model . . . . $700 + $25 S/H (RM1008)
= Millington, New Jersey 07946 Other Guns Will Be Available Soon . . . Please Inquire!




FOR THOSE WHO STILL HEAR THE CLASH OF ARMS!

THE COURAGEOUS TWELVE!
By Mark Churms

“Doughboys” from a dozen states overrun
German positions in the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive. 26 th September 1918.

Colorado * Kansas * Massachusetts *
Montana * Michigan * New Jersey * Ohio *
Oregon * Pennsylvania * Washington *
Wyoming * Viriginia

Original Oil Painting on Canvas
Size: 20 x 16” *Price : $4000

Masterpiece Reproduction on Canvas (GICLEE)
Size: 25 x 20” *Price: $495

Signed Limited Edition Art Print

1150 Signed & Numbered *Price: $120

50 Artist Proofs *Price: $170

Image Size: 24 x 15” -

Original Pencil Remarque *Price: an additional $120
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THE BATTLE OF BANNOCKBURN, Jun

By Mark Churms ‘
The charge of the English Knights against the massed spears of Robert the Bruce’s Scottish soldiers, who stand firm.

Masterpiece Reproduction on Canvas (GICLEE) Size: 33 x 14” *Price: $495

Signed Art Print: Signed & Numbered *Price: $80 50 Artist Proofs *Price: $170  Image Size: 32 x 15”
Original Pencil Remarque *Price: an additional $120

WITH PURCHASE OVER $100 RECEIVE:
FREE SET OF 12 POSTCARDS ($25 VALUE) SIGNED BY MARK CHURMS.

MARK CHURMS

Prince St. Station, Box 441, Dept. CMD, New York, NY 10012, USA TEL: (212) 925-1880 FAX: (212) 229-1480

*S&H $25 Worldwide *US Checks & Money Orders Payable to Mark Churms
Commissioned Work by Mark Churms Also Available: markchurms @aol.com & www.markchurmsmilitaryart.com
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IN ALL OTHER WARS FOUGHT
THE UNITED STATES IN THE 19TH CEN
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North vs. South is a trademark and Interactive Magic is a registered trademark of Interactive Magic, Inc. Al other trademarks are property of their respective owners.
©Copyright 1998 Interactive Magic, Inc. Al rights reserved. Detail from the original painting “Follow Me, Boys!" by Mort Kiinstler. ©Copyright 1994 Mort Kiinstler, Inc.




S Taiwan’s bold political activities challenge the
’ ‘ power of Mainland China. With the fury of an angry
dragon, China reacts — crushing the upstart and
expanding its empire. Soon 19 nations are drawn
into confilict. World-wide war begins...
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PEOPLE’S GENERAL, the second
generation of the critically-acclaimed
Panzer General® i, features:

» New ultra-modern and
prototype weapons.

» New “hide and seek” capabilities.

» New unit design flexibility.

» New Air Mission System.

-

CHOOSE from over 200 task forces and fight as either, Chinese
or, Western Alliance forces. Deploy weapons systems suchias
MiASiand 1-99 Main Battle Tanks, Werewolf Attack Helicopiers,

iarstreak Surface-to-Air Missiles and more. New 16-bit color ,
and random events add realism
to this strategy epic of
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PEOPLE’S GENERAL.

Strategy Gaming Looks to the Fiture.
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To order;
\fisit your retailer.orcall

1-800-716-8503
with\Wisa/MC (North America onlif)
www.peoplesgeneral.com




