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Three Little Fantasies were originally written for the Van Walsum Ensemble,
who gave the first performance in Hilversum, Holland on 19 April 1970.

The revised version was made for members of the London Sinfonietta
(Sebastian Bell, Gareth Hulse, Antony Pay, Phillip Eastop and John Orford)
who gave the first performance in an informal concert at Kingston Polytechnic
in June 1983

Three Little Fantasies is recorded by the Esbjerg Ensemble on Kontrapunkt 32002 (CD),
and by the Aspen Wind Quintet on Bay Cities B CD 1030 (CD)

Duration: approximately 7 minutes

PROGRAMME NOTE

The slow movement of Three Little Fantasies is a quite elaborate Klangfarbenmelodie realiza-
tion of the ‘Cloud-piece’ in my ‘Hums & Songs of Winnie-the-Pooh’, and the outer pieces are
variations on the melody. The first (very short) contrasts solo cadenzas with different
choral groupings, and the last begins as a strict canon at four different speeds, ‘thwarted”
from time to time by tiny unrelated figures which then have to be absorbed into the canonic
machinery.

Didactic considerations aside (they were originally - perhaps unrealistically! - intended as
etudes in such things for young players) the Three Little Fantasies are concentrated in manner
and light in effect, and this note takes as long to read as a movement to play.

OK.
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OLIVER KNUSSEN

Chamber Music

PROCESSIONALS OP. 2 (1968/78)

for wind quintet and string quartet

MASKS OP. 3 (1969)

for solo flute with glass chimes ad lib.

HUMS AND SONGS OF WINNIE-THE-POOH OP. 6 (1970/83)
for soprano and 5 instruments
THREE LITTLE FANTASIES OP. 6A (1970/83)
for wind quintet
ROSARY SONGS OP. 9 (1972)
for soprano, clarinet, viola, piano
OCEAN DE TERRE OP. 10 (1972-3)
for soprano and chamber ensemble (7 or 9 players)
TRUMPETS OP. 12 (1975)
for soprano and 3 clarinets

OPHELIA DANCES BOOK 1 OP. 13 (1975)

for 9 instruments

AUTUMNAL OP. 14 (1976-7)

Triptych Part 1 for violin and piano

CANTATA OP. 15 (1977)

Triptych Part 3 for oboe and string trio
SONYA’S LULLABY OP. 16 (1977/8)
Triptych Part 2 for piano solo
COURSING OP. 17 (1979)
for chamber orchestra
ALLELUYA NATIVITAS (PEROTIN) (1987)
for wind quintet
FOUR LATE POEMS AND AN EPIGRAM OF
RAINER MARIA RILKE OP. 23 (1988)

for unaccompanied soprano

VARIATIONS OP. 24 (1989)

for piano solo

WHITMAN SETTINGS OP. 25 (1991)

for soprano and piano

SONGS WITHOUT VOICES OP. 26 (1991-2)

for eight players
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