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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing signs book of
condolences for demise of His Majesty King of Thailand

Nay Pyi Taw October 19

Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Semor General Min Aung
Hlaing, accompanied by Li-Gen
Hsan Oo of the Office of the Com-
mander-in-Chiel{ Armmy), Comman-
der of Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myo Zaw Thein and officials, amriv-
ed at the Thai Embassy to Myanmar
this morning. The Senior General
and party were welcomed by Am-
bassador of Thailand to Myanmar
H_E. Mr. Pisanu Suvanajata, military
attachdés (Army, Navy and Air Foree)
of the Royal Armed Forces and
embassy officials.

Then, the Senior General signed
the book of condolences for the
demise of His Majesty King Bhu-
mibol Adulyadej of Thailand at the
Thai Embassy at 10 am.

Afierwards, the Senior General
spoke words of condolences to the
Ambassador of Thailand 1o Myan-
mar, military attachés (Army, Navy
and Air Force) of the Royal Armed
Forces and officials at the parlour
of the embassy, 100

Tourism industry needs annual |

Beniogencralhinth un ez

T

injection of US$-20 million:
Travel Association

Yangon October 19

Myvanmar tourism industry needs
minimum annual mjection of US
§-20 million by the government,
said Union of Myanmar Travel
Association.

“The industry has become alive
and kicking over the past few years
compared to the past. But much
remains to be done to attract more
travellers. We need at least US$-20
million government subsidy anmu-
ally. And we will press the demand,”
said chairman of the association U
Thet Lwin Toe,

But the government alone will
not be able o develop the mdustry,
tour operators have to cooperate in
the efforts also, said Daw Sabei
Aung, owner of Nature Dream
Travels and Tour.

*Our country 15 poor. We just
can’t rely on the government alone,

but big tour operators should meur
the expenses rather than asking
government subsidies,” she said.

However, neighbouring country
Thailand, one of the most popular
tourist destinations inAsia, receives
around USE-100 million govern-
ment subsidy annually, according
to the Union of Myanmar Travel
Association,

“The Thai Government provides
strong support for development of
tourism industry there,” said U Thet
Lwin Toe.

I 201 5-2016, Myanmar received
arcund five million foreign travellers,
meluding tourists and those who
came Tor business purpose and so
on, according to the Union of
Myanmar Travel Association.

Peace and stability is also a factor
for development of tourism, said
the association. MMEK
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ADB gives help for development of
socioeconomic status in Mon State

Yangon October 19

The Asia Development Bank
will provide US$-3 million to the
Mon State o generale more income
to the locals and develop tourism
industry, according to the Ministry
of Hotels and Tourism.

“The ADB is implementing to
alleviate poverty and to develop
all-round development across the
country at present, The current
project in Mon State aims to gene-

rate more income by creating job
opportunities and to support tourism
industry in the region,” said U Houk
Kyan Mone, deputy director of the
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism.
The project includes producing
high-quality handicrafis and pre-

served foods in the villages of

Mawlamyine, Mudone, Kyaikhto
and Chaungsone townships for
generation of more income to the
locals,

The officials from the ADB made
ground surveys in respective town-
ships in Moverber 2014 to implement
the project and signed the agreement
to provide help for the implemen-
tation of the project in May 2016.

The duration of the project is
three vears and, at present, the
administrative matters have been
started to implement the project,
according to the Ministry of Hotels

Aung

and Toursm.

Yangon Government not to allow coal-fired
power plant in Yangon’s Kyauktan

Yangon October 19
Yangon Region Government
will not allow the proposed coal-
fired power plant in Zwebagon
Village in Kyauktan Township,
according 1o the Region Mimster
for Electricity, Industry and Tran-

sportation Daw Nilar Kyaw.

In response to the gquestion by
www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

Daw Thet Thet Mu representing
Kyauktan Township Constituency
2 al the Yangon Region Parliament
on October 18, Daw Nilar Kyaw
said the region government has no
plan to permit the coal-fired power
plant in Zwebagon Village.

Daw Thet Thet Mu elaborated
on the disadvantages of the coal-

fired power plant, saying that it can
cause water and air pollution,
serously impacting the ecological
balance.

The company of the planned
coal-fired power plant has donated
K.s-4 million for repair of drinking
water lake in Zwebagon Village.

MMEK
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Job passport system takes effect next year

Yangon October 19

Ministry of Labour, Immigration
and Population will launch job
passport system which will take
effect next January for Myanmar
migrant workers.

The move aims to legitimize
future Myanmar migrant workers,
and simplify the passport application
process, and reduce the role of
middlemen.

Some overseas employment
agencies have been sending
workers to abroad on tourist visas,
which caused problems to migrant
workers in extending their visas
when expire.

“It was difficult to extend the
visa for those who worked with
visit visas, the job passport will
solve this problem,” said manager
Ko Soe Thaw of an overseas

employment agency.

The major destinations of Myan-
mar migrant workers are Thailand,
Malaysia, Singapore and South
Korea at present and of around five
million Myanmar migrant workers
abroad, over 4 million are working
in Thailand.

The official agent fees set by
the ministry is Ks-150,000 per
person for official working in

Thailand, but some agencies charge
as much as Ks-500,000 per per-
SOML
According to the statistics of the
ministry, monthly around 6. 000
Myanmar workers leave for Thai-
land, around 3,000 for Malaysia,
around 200 for Japan, around 100
for Singapore and around 600 for
South Korea.
Zarni

High costs make Myeik Archipelago

less po

Yangon October 19

Although foreign travellers are
interested to visit the Myeik Archi-
pelago, high travel costs have been
a barrier to their potential travel,
according to the tour agencies.

“The Myeik Archipelago is a
famous tourist destination. Forei-
gners are interested to visit there.
However, the cost to visit the islands
is very high. Hence, they go to the
beaches on the side of Thailand. It
is time to reduce the cost,” said
Daw 5abei Aung, owner of the
Mature Dream Travels and Towrs.

It costs around US$-2 000 includ-
ing transportation and hotel charges
to visit Myeik Archipelago. More-
over, the shortage of hotels at the
tourism site is a problem for the
visitors.

“Although tickets for the tour of
the Myeik Archipelago were sold
at the international tourism fair,
maost of the foreign travellers choose
to visit the islands in Vietnam and
Thailand,” added Daw Sabei Aung.

The Myiek Archipelago mostly

ey

attracts foreigners from the Euro-
pean countries and Russia and some
foreigners come to the islands via
Thailand.

“The cost is high to visit the

pular among travellers

Teavellers can see the onspoiled besuties of nature on the islands of the Myeik Archipelsgo.

Myeik Archipelago. Also, accom-
madations are needed for travellers.
The cause of the high cost includes
the price of the airfares. Howewver,
it is a very beautiful place to visit.

We need to control the high cost,™
said U Than Htay, chairperson of
the Domestic Pilgnmage and Tour
Operator Association.

Aung

Sri Ksetra
mound
starts
excavation

Yangon October 19

Excavation has started at the Sri
Ksetra’s Khin Ba Mound as of the
second week of October where
golden parchment and other artefacts
were found in colonial period.
according to World Heritage Sn
Ksetra Section.

“It was excavated in colonial
period in an apparent search of
artefacts, leaving a big hole in the
muddle like a lake. That time gold
parchments and many other artefacts
were found. This time we will
excavate to restore the structure,”
said deputy director U Kyaw Myo
Win of the section.

And Pyu-era gold coins and gold
residues as well as parts of carthen
sculptures were found in the exca-
vation process. Apart from the
excavation works, the government
has also done maintenance works
such as cleaning moss and virus in
the current fiscal yvear.

Khin Ba Mound was excavated
in colonial period in 1926-1927 and
hundreds of items including seven
golden parchments and sculptures
were found and are now showcased
at Yangon National Museum and
Sn Ksetra Museum.

Three Pyu city states—Beikthano,
Hanlin and Sri Ksetra—were
mscribed on world hentage list of
UNESCO in 2014, Then, archaeo-
logical excavation and maintenance
works were stepped up there.

MME

Hotel bookings increase
in Chaungtha and
Ngwesaung

Yangon October 19

The number of customers who
booked hotel rooms has increased
during the Thadingyut Festival
period, according to the Chaungtha
Hotel Zone Entrepreneurs Asso-
ciation.

“As the rainy season promotion,
the prices of hotel rooms are reduced
from 25 percent to 30 percent and
promotion period is also extended
up to October. Therefore, the
number of bookings at hotels has
risen up and almost all the hotels

are booked,” said U Naing Win, an
official of Thin Hotel.

Although traveller arrival to
Ngwesaung Beach is lower than
Chaungtha Beach. hotel rooms
booking has increased during the
festival period, he added.

Moreover, for the safety of
travellers visiting Chaungtha
and Ngwesaung beaches, more
security forces are also deployed
along the beaches and they are
conducting patrols for travellers’

Ko Kaung

safety.

Sunset watching allowed
at two pagodas in Bagan
for travellers

Yangon October 19

Travellers are allowed to view
sunset from the sguare of two
pagodas while it is prohibited in
other pagodas in Bagan region,
according to the Department of
Archaeology, National Museum
and Library.

“('We) have given the green light
the travellers to view sunset from
Shwesantaw and Taunguni pagodas.
Previously-permitted pagodas are

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

desipnated as dangerous buildings,”
said LJ Aung Aung Kvaw, director
of the Department of Archaeology,
Mational Museum and Library.

“Previously, five Bagan pagodas
are allowed travellers to view sunset.
After the earthquake has hit Bagan
on August 24, only two pagodas
are allowed to view sunset,” said
U Aung Aung Kyaw.

“Plans are under way to build
sunset-viewing spot with the help

of the Japan International Coo-
perative Agency to reduce the
number of travellers viewing
sunset from the pagodas. We are
planning to start the project in
coming November,” said the dire-
ctor.

The JICA will build the bank of
Komauk Lake near West Phwa
Saw as a sunset viewing plat-
form by increasing the level of

ground. Aung
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Clinton, Trump set for last debate in Vegas

Las Vegas October 19

Democrat Hillary Clinton and
rival Donald Trump wade into their
last presidential debate Wednesday
with the Republican candidate
spiraling downward in the polls
amid allegations of sexual miscon-
duct and wild charges of a "ngged”
US election.

With less than three weeks to go
before Americans cast ballots
November &, polls showed Clinton
widening her lead over the Repu-
blican nominee.

The 90-minute debate at the
University of Las Vegas, Nevada
offers Trump what may be his last
chance to tum around a campaign
that has been battered by a stream
of allegations he groped and forced
himself on women.

"We've only just begun to fight,
believe me." Trump said while
campaigning in Grand Junction,
Colorado Tuesday. "This is our final
shot, folks."

Clinton has kept a low profile

in recent days, shutting herself in
with aides at a hotel near her home

in Chappaqua, New York to prepare
tor the third televised debate of the
campaign.

Both candidates on Tuesday
jetted separately into this gambling
and entertainment capital in the

Nevada desert ahead of the high
stakes encounter.

Moderated by Fox News journa-
list Chris Wallace, the event begins
at 0100 GMT, before a televised
audience expected to number inthe
millions.

The candidates will be asked
about the debt and entitlements,
immigration, the economy, the
Supreme Court, foreign flashpoints
and their fitness to be president.

The past two debates quickly
degenerated into highly personal.
mudslinging attacks that pushed
substantive policy issues to the side.

“Clinton should do what she did
in the two first debates which was
largely remain calm, deflect cniticism
and attacks and let Donald Trump
continue to self destruct.” said John
Hudak, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution.

"If your opponent's ship is sink-
ing you don't throw them a life

AFP

preserver,” he said.

Saudi prince
executed for
murder

Riyadh October 19

Saudi Arabia on Tuesday executed
a member of the royal family for
murder, in a rare case involving one
of the thousands of members of the
House of Saud.

Prince Turki bin Saud al-Kabir
was put to death in the capital Rivadh
for shooting dead Adel al-Mahemid,
a Saudi, during a brawl, the interior
ministry said in a statemnent.

Kabir was the 134" local or
foreigner put to death this year,
according to an AFP tally of mimstry
statements,

The Arab Mews reported in
November 2014 that a court in
Riyadh sentenced an unnamed
prince to death for killing his friend.

He lost his life and another per-
son was injured in an exchange of
gunfire following a dispute at
a camp on the edge of Riyadh in
December 2012, the newspaper
said.

Desert camps are popular gather-
ing places for Saudis.

When the killer realised that his
victim was a friend and colleague,
he informed the police, the Arab

MNews said.

The sentence reflected the king-
dom's "fair justice system," Arab
MNews guoted the vietim's uncle
Abdul Rahman al-Falaj as saying.

Most people put to death in Sand:
Arabia are beheaded with a sword.

Saudi Arabia has a strnict Islamic
legal code under which murder,
drug trafficking, armed robbery,
rape and apostasy are all punishable
by death.

Amnesty International says the
kingdom carried out at least 158
death sentences in 2015, making it
the third most prolific executioner
after Iran and Pakistan.

Amnesty's figures do not include
secretive China.

Murder and drug trafficking
cases account for the majonty
of Saudi executions, although
47 people were put to death for
"terrorism” on a single day in
January.

Rights experts have raised con-
cemns about the fairness of tnals in
the kingdom but the govern-
ment says the death penalty is a
deterrent.

AFP

Belgian tourist trampled to death by
elephant in Kenya

Nairobi October 19

A Belgian tourist was trampled
to death by an elephant near Kenya's
famed Maasai Mara wildlife reserve,
police said Wednesday, the second
such incident in a month.

"He was badly inmjured by the
rogue elephant and succumbed to
imjuries at the Talek Health Centre "
a police officer in the area said on
condition of anonymity.

The death of the Belgian man
on Monday in circumstances that
remain unclear comes a month after

an [talian man was trampled in the
Tsavo Mational Park, southeast
Kenya, while trying to take a
photograph of an elephant.
Kenyan daily The Standard
reported that in a separate incident
on Tuesday, a Kenyan secondary
school student was killed by an
elephant on the way to school.
The Kenya Wildlife Service
(KWS) warned in a statement
Wednesday that a fierce drought
gripping the country was pushing
wildlife further from their traditional

habitats in search of food and water,
increasingly bringing them into
contact with humans.

"From the cases recorded by
KWSE, it is evident that there has
been an increase inreported incidents
of conflicts compared to past vears;
the notable ones being attacks on
people, property destruction, lives-
tock predation and crop raiding,”
said the statement. KWS warned
that such interactions were likely
to increase and urged caution in

AFP

high-risk areas.

Thousand dogs poisoned to death 1n
Pakistan's Karachi

Karachi October 19

More than a thousand stray dogs
have been poisoned to death by
municipal workers in Karachi after
adeluge of complaints about animals
biting women and children, an
official said Wednesday:.

Actotal of 1,050 dogs were culled
in the campaign. Estimates sugges-
ted 2,000 more would be targeted
in the next phase.

F.ehan Hashmi, the chairman of

the municipal jurisdiction, said
authonties had been flooded with

complaints of stray dogs biting
www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

people and suggested the extermi-
nation Programine was Necessary
because the city lacked the resources
to rehome the dogs or put them in
pounds.

"Had there been some better
resources or options, [ would love
to switch to that," Hashmi said,
adding: "They are living beings
after all."

Animal rights are largely neglec-

ted in Pakistan, but a handful of

activists and veterinary surgeons
are fighting to find a middle ground
between stray dogs and a population

that, often for religious reasons,
find them unclean.

Few families outside the upper
classes keep dogs as pets, though
some people use them to puard their
homes -- meaning there is little
demand for rescue dogs.

Conservative figures estimate
the feral dog population of Karachi
could be up to 35,000,

The city sees as many as 15,000
reports of dog bites a year, according
to Isma Gheewala, head of Karachi's
Animal Care Centre.

AFP
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The plastic plague: Hormone-disrupting chemicals in everyday
things like water bottles DO cause cancer, diabetes, ADHD
and autism - and cost US$-340 BILLION a year

c{chemicals) 'JEI&E] oyt iousands of prod

hc |:I cnqm:ne ﬁam.c retardantsfan

F]astlc bottles contain hormone-
disrupting chemicals that can cause
cancer, diabetes, ADHD and autism,
scientists confirmed in a report on
Tuesday.

Endocrine-disrupting chemicals
(EDCs) interfere with the body's
hormenal system, affecting
development and leaving the body
open to a staggering range of
diseases.

But they are found in thousands
of everyday products, ranging from
plastic and metal food containers,
to detergents, flame retardants, toys
and cosmetics.

These chemicals are responsible
for scores of illnesses - costing the
US an eye-watering 5-340 billion
in health-related costs each year,
the bombshell report by NYU
Langone revealed.

The most common EDC-related
illness is neurological = including
attention-ADHD, autism and loss
of I).

The mvisible but dangerous
chemicals also boosted obesity,
diabetes, some cancers, male
infertility and a painful condition
known as endometriosis, the abnor-
mal growth of tissue outside the
uterus.

In a country where plastic is nfe,
these illnesses are not as rare as we
may think.

The landmark new study by
NYU Langone reveals the economic
impact of the chemicals leaves a
huge, two per cent dent in the US
gross domestic product {GDP) each
yedr.

'Durmsea:ch adds to the growing
evidence on the tremendous econo-
mic as well as human health costs
of endocrnine-disrupting chemicals,’
said lead investigator Leonardo
Trasande, an associate professor at
NYU Langone in New York City.

"This has the potential to develop
into a much larger health and
economic issue if no policy action
is taken,” he told AFP.

Some of the chemicals highligh-
ted in the report, including phtha-
lates used in bottles, are banned
in the European Union - and would
therefore not be on sale in Bri-
tain.

MailOnline is attempting to find
out whether some of the toxins may
still be in UK plastic products. But
a similar study last year estimated
that the chemicals cost the EU
health systems 5-271 billion.

The chemical affect the body's
endocrine tissues, which produce
essential hormones that help regulate
energy levels, reproduction, growth,
development, as well as our response
to stress and injury.

Mimicking naturally occurring
hormones such as estrogen and
androgen, EDCs lock on to receptors
within a human cell and block the
body's own hormones from binding
with it.

Recent research has raised red
flags showing that "environmental
contaminants can disrupt the endo-
crine system leading to adverse-
health consequences,' according to
the US Environmental Protection
Agency.

In the US, the biggest chemical
culpnt by far among the thousands
of manmade molecules suspected
of interfering with human hormones
are so=called PBDEs. found in flame
retardants.

Bisphenol A, used to line tin
food cans, along with phthalates in
plastic food containers and many
cosmetics, were also held to be
responsible for upward of %-50
billion worth of health damages.

A similar study concluded last
year that health-related costs of
EDCs in the European Unmion were
some $-271 billion, about 1.28
percent of GPD.

Crucially, the main drivers of
disease and disability were different
on either side of the Atlantic,
Trasande said.

'US costs are higher mainly
because of the widespread use in
furniture of brominated flame
retardants,’ which were banned in
the EU in 2008, he explained.

The blood level ofthese chemicals
in the average American would be
in the top five percent of Europeans
today.

By contrast, the health costs
associated with pesticides in food
were 10 times higher in the EU
than in the United States, where
more stringent regulations were
put in place to protect pregnant
women and children.

To put a figure on the impact of
EDCs, the researchers reviewed
blood and urine samples from the
Mational Health and Nutrition

Examination Survey, which has
www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

gathered data since 2009 on major
disease risk factors from 5,000
volunteers.

Computer models were then
used to project how much each of
15 diseases or conditions was
attributable to chemical exposure,
and the estimated health costs for
each one.

The study was published in The
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology,
a medical journal.

Flame retardants and pesticides
in particular are known to affect
the developing brain and can lead
to loss of 1),

"Each I} point lost corresponds
to approximately two per cent in
lost productivity,” Trasande explai-
ned.

The costs and benefits of regu-
lation should be openly debated,
the authors arzued, citing the decision
in the 1970s to ban lead in paint,
and then 20 years later in gasoline.

Commenting in the same joumal,
Michele La Memill, an expert in
environmental toxicology at the
University of California in Davis,
said the new findings 'provide a
lesson on the lasting economic
effects of harmful chemicals.'

They should "inspire a policy
shift to end the cat-and-mouse game
currently employed the US govern-
ment and industry.'

The EU set broad criteria in June
for identifying potentially harmful
EDCs, but consumer and environ=-
mental groups said they fell far
short of what is needed.

Mail Online

China praises
'friendly'Duterte
during visit

Beijing, October 19

China offered fresh praise for
visiting Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte on Wednesday, lauding
"fniendly” relations as the combative
leader reconfigures his country's
diplomatic alliances.

Duterte 1s in China for a four-day
trip that is expected to cement his
tilt away from Washington and
towards Beijing's sphere of influ-
Ence.

Foreign policy under Duterte
has dramatically shifted from that
pursued under predecessor Beni-
gno Aquino, who took Beijing to
an international tribunal over its
extensive claims in the South China
Sea and won a resounding victory.

The move infuriated Beijing but
Duterte, who took office in June
shortly before the tribunal ruling,
has made a point of not flaunting
the outcome.

Ataregular briefing Wednesday,
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswio-
man Hua Chunying said Beijing
was pleased to move towards
resolving the territorial dispute
"through consultation and dialogue”.

"This is how two friendly neigh-
bours should treat each other.”
added.

"Anyone who truly wishes for
peace, stability, development and
prosperity in the Asia Pacific” should
welcome Duterte's visit.

Duterte will meet top leaders

she

including President Xi Jinping and
Premier Li Keqgiang during his stay,
and was also due to meet members
of the Filipmo community in Beijing
later Wednesday.

On the eve of his arrival in
Beijing, the firebrand former lawyer
was quoted by China's official
Xinhua news agency state media
saying: "Only China can help us."

As Duterte has cosied up to
Beijing, he has repeatedly denoun-
ced the US and President Barack
Obama for criticising his deadly
WAr O Crime.

He has also suspended joint US-
Philippine patrols in the South China
Sea, and has threatened an end to
Joint military exercises.

The South China Sea is of intense
mmterest to Washington and it has
repeatedly spoken out on the various
territorial disputes between China
and its neighbours over the strategi=
cally vital waters.

AFP
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